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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BEAGLE POLL SHOWS ARGENTINE MAJORITY FAVORS AGREEMENT 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 24 Aug 84 pp 13-15 
[Article by Luis F. Torres] 


[Text] September would seem to be a crucial month for the Beagle issue. 
Several facts demonstrate this. For example, the recent trip to Rome by 
Marcelo Delpech, the head of the Argentine mission, and the repeated 
announcements that John Paul II would like to personally deliver his 
final proposal to the foreign ministers of Argentina and Chile before his 
scheduled trip to Canada on 9 September. Concurrently, the government 
has hastened the preparations for the plebiscite on the agreement; as 

we know, the plebiscite will be held in early October. 


The fact is that the debate on the Beagle is gaining increasingly greater 
attention, as evidenced by the recent Supreme Court ruling rejecting a 
challenge to the plebiscite and declaring it unconstitutional. The 
setback that the Peronists suffered in the Senate when they tried to 
halt the administration's initiative is another indication of the 
political importance attached to the southern conflict. For these 
reasons, SOMOS hired A&C Business Analysts and Management Consultants 
to conduct a poll on the pope's proposal and the plebiscite called by 
Alfonsin. For the most part, the findings reflect a high degree of 
support for the government, as well as a lack of familiarity with John 
Paul II's proposal. 


The A&C poll was based on a representative sample of 400 people in the 
Federal Capital and Greater Buenos Aires, and the key question was: How 
will you react when the Government reaches an agreement with Chile? 
Some 51 percent said they would support the government, and 11 percent 
said they would not, which shows the high degree of confidence in the 
country's current political leadership. We should not forget, however, 
that 36 percent said their support would depend on the Casa Rosada's 
decisions. 


The Crux of the Issue 


Assuming that the proposal involves three elements (the islands, an outlet 
to the Atlantic and maritime sovereignty), 34 percent of the respondents 








were unwilling to yield anything to Chile, but 32 percent said they were 
unfamiliar with the issue. The islands (Lennox, Picton and Nueva) and 

the outlet to the Atlantic "seem to be the only, albeit lukewarm concessions," 
asserts Esther Kaplan, A&C's public opinion director. 


One of the most serious problems involved in the plebiscite is the citizenry's 
level of awareness about what is in dispute. The 32 percent who replied 

that the conflict centers around the islands is offset by the 32 percent 

who said that they did not know. 


Carrying their investigation further, the A&C experts posed this hypo- 
thetical question: Would you accept the pope's proposal if it were 
favorable to Chile? When the question was thus worded, the noes 

totaled 55 percent, and the yesses 34 percent. Some 81 percent of those 
who would accept it said that they were not willing to go to war, and 

77 percent of those who would not accept the pope's proposal said that 
"we have to defend our land." Thirteen percent of those who would reject 
the proposal would call for international arbitration. Kaplan concludes 
in this regard that "that 13 percent would seem not to accept the pope 

as an authority figure." 


Table 1. How Will You React When the Government Reaches an Agreement 








With Chile 
Response Percentage 
Support the government 51 
Reject the agreement 1] 
Depends 36 
Don't know 2 


Leaving aside the previous hypothesis (an agreement markedly in Chile's 
favor), the pollsters attempted to establish the priority that the Beagle 
problem has in the minds of the Argentine people. The responses to the 
question of whether the conflict should be settled right away were 73 
percent in the affirmative, 18 percent in the negative and 9 percent 
uncertain. But where the government received clear-cut support was in 
response to the question as to whether consulting the people was a good 
thing. In this case, 81 percent replied yes, 14 percent no and 3 percent 
don't know. Commenting on these figures, Esther Kaplan says: "It is 
noteworthy that settling the Beagle issue is a priority for the Argentine 
people, if we acknowledge that our economic difficulties are pressing. 

It would seem that the need for the people's involvement in government 
decision-making is more urgently important than the cost it might entail, 
unless one argues that the overall economic situation is not as 
depressing as is thought." 








Table 2. What Would You Be Willing to Yield to Chile? 








Response Percentage 
Nothing 34 
Don't know 32 
The islands 19 
The outlet to the Atlantic 9 
Maritime sovereignty 4 
The islands and maritime sovereignty 1 
Maritime sovereignty and the outlet to the Atlantic 1 


The islands and maritime sovereignty oa 
The islands, maritime sovereignty and the outlet 
to the Atlantic — 


Table 3. Do You Think It Is a Good Idea for the Government to Consult 
the People? 








Response Percentage 
Yes 83 
No 14 
Don't know 3 


Table 4. Do You Know What Is in Dispute? 








Response Percentage 
Rights over the islands 32 
Maritime sovereignty 22 
The outlet to the Atlantic 13 
All three things 1 
Don't know 32 


In this same vein, 75 percent of the respondents said that the Beagle 
problem ought to be settled as soon as possible, because otherwise the 
conflict with Chile would worsen, and 8 percent said that if this 
opportunity were wasted, the pope would not agree to arbitrate again. 
As far as the plebiscite was concerned, 76 percent said that they thought 
it was a good thing because "public opinion has to be taken into 
account"; 19 percent asserted that it was a good idea because "the 
government should do what the people say," while 3 percent gave other 
answers and 2 percent replied that they didn't know. In this regard, 
Kaplan asserts that "it would seem that the people are not confusing 
decision-making power with the power of public opinion. They hope that 
their government leaders do their job and let the people express their 
views. Only 19 percent feel that the power to govern resides in 
carrying out the will of the people." 











By Educational Level 


One way of interpreting the responses is to break them down by educational 
level and occupation. It is interesting, in this regard, that those 

with a lower level of schooling tend to reject the papal proposal 

if it goes in Chile's favor. The result is somewhat similar in the 

case of the range of occupations. The findings of the poll show 

that the higher the socio-occupational standing, the greater the 
acceptance, and the lower the standing, the more the Vatican proposal 

is rejected, assuming it goes against Argentina. 


Table 5. Acceptance or Rejection of a Papal Proposal in Chile's Favor 
by Level of Education 











Level Would Accept Would Reject Other Don't Know 
University 40 45 5 10 
Completed secondary 39 53 3 5 
Did not complete 

secondary 39 49 2 10 
Primary or none 28 61 2 9 


With regard to the plebiscite that Alfonsin has called, 83 percent of the 
university graduates questioned were for it, and only 17 percent 

were against. The percentages were very similar among those with 

less schooling, however. 


One of the conclusions that A&C's public opinion director reaches 

bears quoting at this point: "It is impossible to ask without informing. 
If we want a nation that participates, we have to give it background 
information so that it does not go wrong. Otherwise, we are setting 

a trap for it because we are allowing the emergence of charismatic 
leaders who can justify the people's erroneous views and direct them 
towards their own personal interests." 


Table 6. Acceptance or Rejection of a Papal Proposal in Chile's Favor 
by Occupation 














Occupation Would Accept Would Reject Other Don't Know 
Businessman 50 44 -- 6 
Professional 46 46 4 4 
White-Collar 

(higher level) 34 53 4 9 
White-Collar 

(lower level) 30 50 -- 20 
Skilled laborer 30 55 6 9 
Unskilled laborer 31 58 -- 1] 





Kaplan then explains that the findings of the poll enable us to assert 
that if we accept the premise that the higher the socio-occupational 
standing, the greater the acceptance of the pope's proposal even 

if it goes in Chile's favor, "we can infer that the better informed 
the people are, the more they accept the proposal, inasmuch as we 
assume that those in more prestigious occupations have a greater 
knowledge of the world around them." 


8743 
cso: 3348/578 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ANTIGUA-DOMINICA WATER DEAL--Dominica has contracted to sell water to the 
drought-stricken state of Antigua/Barbuda at a cost of $8 (EC) per 1,000 

per Imperial gallon, it was stated on Wednesday. And Antigua will take 
2,000,000 gallons every 10 days, according to the agreement signed by the 
Dominica Central Water Authority and the Antigua Public Utilities Authority. 
The four-man Antigua delegation arrived in Roseau on Tuesday. It was headed 
by the Minister responsible for Public Utilities, Vere Bird Jr., and 
included Minister Henderson Simon, Permanent Secretary W. Christian, and the 
General Manager of the Antigua Authority. The talks were a follow up to a 
meeting in Nassau between Domini a's Prime Minister Eugenia Charles and Vere 
Bird, Prime Minister of Antigua. Dominica has already exported some four 
shipments of water to Antigua and Barbuda. [Text] [Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE 
in English 13 Jul 84 p 7] 


CSO: 3298/1096 








ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHES TRIPARTITE ADVISORY COMMISSION 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 20 Jun 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


The A,L,P, Govern- 
ment has commenced very 
early to implement sections 
of its 1984 manifesto, To 
this end the Ministry of 
Economic Development 
and Energy ect. has invit- 
ed ‘organizations inthe 


country to submit nemes 
Oo! representatives to 


form an advisory body 
know, as_ the National 
Tripartite Commission, 
This body inciudes 
representatives irom both 
major Trade Unions, the 
Empioyers Federation, 
Cisamber of Commerce, 
Manufactur:rs Associa- 
tion, Hotel Association 
and Employers Federation. 


The A.L.P. hadpro- 
mised the electorate that if 
retu-ned to ‘Office’, this 
wild be one of its priori- 
ties, This newspaper takes 
this opportun ty to com- 
piement the Government 
On this move, and hope 
that this is only the be- 
ginning of things to come, 


Because of the constant 
hounding of the Opposi- 


tion parties the Govern- 
ment was forced to call 
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elections early in 1980 and 
1984, thus depriving them 
of itwo full years in which to 
implement some promises 
made in the Manifes.oes 
for those period: Now 
that the electorate again 
has agreed withthe A,L.P. 
policies, they are expect- 
ing that unfulfilled pro- 
mises for the curtailed pe- 
riods of 1980 and -984 
terms be implemented. 
They made su-ethat their 
was no opposition in Par- 
liament, Theful 5-year 
term should be served this 
‘ime, 


The A,T.L.U, is in- 
deed very happy that ex- 
trade union leader, the 
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister 
V.C, Bird has show, his 
Governments interest in 
the welfar: : of workers in 
this country by allowing 
both major Unions two. 
representatives each, 

We « only hope that the 
advise given by this body 
would be accepted The 
Government no:ninees on 
this body are Ministers 
Hugh Marshall and 
MOolwyn Joseph, ; 

tnniciemnnigaae 











GOVERNMENT'S ANTI-UNION POLICY QUESTIONED 


St John's THE WORKERS VOICE in English 21 Jul 84 pl 


[Article by R.A. Bascus] 


[Text ] 


CSO 


The Unions inthis coun- 
try are at a lost to com- 
prehend the governments 
policy towards them, Since 
last year the ATLU wrote 
to the government re- 
questing that the Minister 
of Labour be instructed to 
increase the negotiating fee 
paid by non-union mem- 
bers in various work places 
where the Unions are the 
bargaining agents for all 
employees, While the faith- 
ful who sign the ‘‘check- 
off? forms have $1.25 or 
$1.50 deducted weekly on 
behalf of the ATLU (the 
AWU dues differ from these 
amounts) the other em- 
ployee who works beside 
the faithful and enjoy all 
benefits negotiated by the 
Union is only required by 
law to pay $6.00 for a 3 
year contract. ($2.00 per 
year in Union dues) it is 
not only ridiculous but non- 
Sensical! 

When Union officials 
from Antigua and Barbuda 
attend both regional and 
international meetings or 
Seminars, delegates from 
other countries refuse to 
believe that in 1984 a pro- 
gressive country like An 
tigua and Barbuda could 
have a law on its books 
which encourages workers 
tO Smash a union by paying 
$2.00 per year in dues, 
Even after you explain to 
them that our govt, is not 
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‘re-actionary’ nor rights- 
wing and that it is social 
ist and headed by our best 
know Trade Unionist, they 
Still shake their heads in 
utter amazernent as to how 
the unions survive. 

The time is now here 
when the govt, is going to 
have to face up to its res- 
ponsibility to workers in 
this country or eventually 
face the consequences, An 
increase in the negotiating 
fee would not cost the govt, 
one red penny more, Then 
why the reluctance to in- 
crease the fees? It would 
not cost your fellow em- 
ployer anymore either. We 
can therefore only con 
clude that your are stick- 
ing to your Cabinet s de- 
cision that unions must 
never be strong in this 
country again. 

We have heard of the 
‘experience which the 
govt, had with a previous 
ATLU General Secretary 
We also know politicians 
are by nature very suspi- 
cious and cautious. We 
know also that they are 
very coward, 

We would like to re- 
mind the govt. that the 
Executive of the ATLU has 
written about one dozen 
letters to Cabinet and min- 
isters on many issues af- 
fecting workers and up to 
this day has never re- 
ceived a reply. The Union 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


has been doing fairly wel! 
on the industrial side, and 
it is possible that the govt. 
views this with alarm, thus 
the refusal to assist in 
making the Unions viable. 
As far as the ATLU is 
concerned there should be 
no fear from govt, of a 
vibrant and strong union 
After all the ALP is the 
political arm of the ATLU 
even though most minis- 
ters are not members of 


the Union, 
If as some people claim 


that the present General 
Secretary is the ‘fly in the 
ointment then I am will- 
ing to ‘evaporate, vanish 
and disappear from the 
industrial scene if it would 
help govt. to make up its 
mind to assist the Unions 
and their members. I so- 
lemly promise that I would 
not re-appear on the poli- 
tical scene once this is 
done. I have been accused 
of building a politica] base 
like all other General Se 
cretaries both present and 
past. I do not believe that 
I have the guts, ambition 
nor ability to be a politi- 
cian. So there should be no 
fear of that. 


If aner I vanish, evap- 
orate and disappear and 
nothing is done, then Iwould 
advise the Executive to get 
some advise from Calypso 
Farmer, 














ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD--Government has reactivated the Industrial 
Development Board and has mandated a ten member committee to use the board 

to shape the industrial development of the country. According to the 
Manager of the IDB, the Hon Molwyn Joseph, the main thrust of the board 

will be to stimulate more participation and involvement by local investors, 
primarily in the establishment of industries which can reduce the importation 
of consumer goods. The committee which had its first meeting on the 20th 
July, focused attention on mechanisms which will ensure a balanced compo- 
sition of industries to absorb the multiple skills of the local community, 
and the maintenance of existing factories to ensure their viability. The 
board is chaired by Mr James ‘Bags’ Thomas, and includes Senator Robin 
Bascus, Mr George Benjamin, Mr Joseph Benjamin, Mr Laudanskie Joseph, 

Mr Lauchland Lake, Mr Hakim Akbar, Mr Eden Weston and Mr Steadroy Benjamin. 
Earlier this year, the Executive Director of the Antigua Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr Wrenford Ferrance, appealed to the Government to reactivate the Industrial 
Development Board to safeguard the economic prosperity of Antigua and Barbuda 
and to further shape its economic development. [Text] [St Johns NATION'S 
VOICE in English 3 Aug 84 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/1097 








PAPER SPECULATES ON PINDLINGS' WHEREABOUTS, ACTIV.IIES 


Unexplained Absence 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 30 Aug 84 p l 


BAHAMAS 


[Text] Paging Prime Minister Lynden Pindling. Has anybody seen him? 


Sir Lynden's personal as 
Prime Minister is out of office until Monday. 
Sir Lynden and Lady Pindling have gone off together, 


where. 


sistant, Helen Smith, confirmed yesterday that the 
Mrs Smith also confirmed that 
but she wouldn't say 


"Tl don't know where he is and I don't know when he'll return," Bahamas 
Information Services manager Cyril Stevenson said. 


Government has not announced the appointment of an acting Prime Minister, 
indicating that the Pindlings have not left the Bahamas. 


There is a report out that they may be spending the weekend at an out island. 


Return on Private 72/7 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 3 Sep 84 p l 


[Article by Athena Damianos ]} 


[Text ] 


PRIME Minister Sir Lynden 
and Lady Pindling arrived at 
Nassau International Airport 
from a secret trip yesterday 
morning in a private 727 jet 
and were met at the ramp by 
the Commissioner of Police. 

There were reports circulating 
last week that Sir Lynden was 
heading to Chub Cay where a 
PLP conclave was to be held. It 
was later reported that the 
conclave had been postponed, 
and that Sir Lynden had taken 
his wife on a short cruise. It was 
speculated that the weekend 
marriage of Allyson Maynard, 


10 


daughter of the Munister of 
Labour and Home Affairs, put 
the conclave on ice for the time 
being. 

A Cabinet member told The 
Tribune today that the 
Pindlings were on a **short 
holiday.” He declined to say 
where the Pindlings went. 

A spokesman for NCL 
Cruises could not say if the 
Pindlings boarded a ship. Such 
information is withheld for 
protection of passengers. How- 
ever, it has been speculated that 
the Pindlings flew to Miami last 
weekend for a six-day Caribbe- 








an cruise. Sir Lynden was 
reported absent in The Tribune 
last Thursday. However, it is 
reported that he was not in 
Office at all last week. 

An employee who answered 


the telephone at the Chub Cay 
Club this morning said that the 
Prime Minister was not there 
over the weekend. 

‘‘Maybe this weekend com- 
ing, I’m not sure,’’ the 
employee said. 

Sir Lynden’s lawyer, F Lee 
Bailey, said that he hadn’t seen 
the Prime Minister at Great 
Harbour Cay, also in the Berry 
Islands, on the weekend. 

**He’s not here to my knowl- 
edge. I have not seen him,’’ Mr 
Bailey, who owns a townhouse 
on the cay, said. Mr Bailey 
represented Sir Lynden at the 
Commission of Inquiry. ._ 

Sir Lynden wasn’t at George 
Town either. Housing and Na- 
tional Insurance Minister 
Hubert Ingraham, who was 
scheduled to give the principal 
address at the opening of the 
Chamber of Commerce branch 
in George Town Saturday night, 
never showed up. No reason 
was given for his absence at the 
banquet. However, The Tribune 
was told that Mr Ingraham, 
who spent the weekend in his 
Cooper’s Town constituency, 
informed the new Chamber 
branch through his secretary 
that he couldn’t make it. Mr 
Ingraham’s secretary sent the 
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Minister’s apologies before the 
event. He offered to give an 
address at a later date. 

Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries George Smith arrived 
in his George Town consti- 
tuency for the opening ceremo- 
nies from Miami on Saturday. 
The Tribune was reliably in- 
formed that Mr Smith flew 
from Jamaica to Miami, where 
he caught a plane to George 
Town. 

Sir Lynden was not at the 
Maynard wedding on Saturday. 
The only Minister seen at the 
wedding was Loftus Roker 
from Works and Utilities. The 
wedding was small and it was 
not a political affair. 

At about 10.02 am on Sun- 
day, a white 727 jet with beige, 
gold and brown stripes, regis- 
tration no N 727LA, taxied te 
the western side of Nassau 
Airport. Sir Lynden’s body- 
guard emerged first from the 
front hatch of the plane. The 
Pindlings and three other 
women disembarked from the 
rear of the plane. They were 
met by Police Commissioner 
Gerald Bartlett and another 


officer. A police outrider was. 


stationed in front of Sir 
Lynden’s blue BMW. 

About 20 minutes later five 
white people got off the same 
plane - three men and two 
women. Then came the four 
crew members - three men and 
one woman. 

It was reported that a police 
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‘truck’? was at the airport to 
carry the luggage because all of 


it couldn’t fit in the Pindlings’ 
car ; 


Sir Lynden was back in office 
this morning, but no one was 
able to say where he had been.: 
When a Prime Minister leaved 
the country, it is standard 
procedure to appoint someone 
to act in his place. However, 
there has been no word about 
an acting Prime Minister in the 
Government Gazette. 

Sir Lynden’s personal assis- 
tant, Mrs Helen Smith, con- 
firmed last Thursday that the 
Pindlings had gone off 
together, but she would not say 
where. Bahamas Information 
Services manager Cyril 


Stevenson said last week he did 


not know where Sir Lynden 
was, nor did he know when he 
would return. 

Sir Lynden’s administrative 
assistant, Dr Elliston Rahming, 
said that to his knowledge, Sir 
Lynden was in Nassau this 
weekend. However, The 
Tribune explained to Mr 
Rahming, who was abroad last 
week, what Mrs Smith had said. 

‘“‘Let us suppose he was 
(away), what does that mean?’’ 
was Dr Rahming’s response. 
‘“‘My answer to you is that I 
know where I was last week. I 
was in Atlanta.”’ 

Asked if he would find out 
where the Prime Minister was, 
Dr Rahming said: ‘‘I don’t view 
this matter important enough to 
warrant my interest or in- 
volvement.” 











BAHAMAS 


HOUSING MINISTER INGRAHAM DENIES HE HAS RESIGNED 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 Aug 84 p l 
[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] Minister of Housing and National Insurance Hubert Ingraham today 
again denied reports that he has resigned from the Cabinet. 


Asked again if he was considering quitting, he replied: "I do not have any 
further comments to make on that matter." 


For more than a week, there have been strong reports that Mr Ingraham either 
has, or is planning to, resign. "T would have thought that the best source 
of information is myself. I deny (it) once again. I am literally getting 
tired of people calling me about this matter," Mr Ingraham said. 


It was also rumoured that Works Minister Loftus Roker and PLP backbencher 
Ervin Knowles had quit. However, Mr Knowles strongly denied the report. 
Mr Roker refused to speak to a Tribune reporter. 


When The Tribune telephoned Mr Ingraham's office this morning, it was 
informed that the Minister was away on two week's vacation. "Nothing has 
changed," The Tribune was told. 


When The Tribune telephoned Mr Ingraham's home, his wife asked “Have you 
tried his office?" Mrs Ingraham said her husband had left home about an 
hour earlier. 


Mr Ingraham told The Tribune this afternoon that he "intends" to take a 
couple weeks vacation. He said he wasn't in office today although he might 
go in at 4.30 pn. 


"T vehemently deny it," Mr Knowles said of the rumours. He said he was with 
the PLP "101 per." 


"T haven't heard it yet. You're the first one to come to me with it. No 
way. It's never entered my mind. Why me?" he asked. 
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Shortly after the September 5, 1983 NBC newscast alleging corruption in the 
Bahamas Government, Mr Ingraham told a PLP constituency conference he didn't 
care if any investigation led to a Cabinet Minister "or anyone else." 


"Yes, let the chips fall where they may and let any and all corrupt persons 
be exposed and punished so we can get on with the business of governing this 
country," he said at the time. 


Mr Ingraham said that Government had absolutely no interest in protecting, 
aiding or giving comfort to anyone, including Members of Parliament. 


"If any such persons are involved, we want to flush them out, expose them and 
punish them to the maximum extent possible for bringing shame and disgrace 
upon the good name of our government, country and people..." 


"We will bury our dead and the FNM had better get ready to bury their dead," 
Mr Ingraham said. 


"No PLP anywhere--be he Cabinet Minister, Member of Parliament, Civil Servant 
or anyone else--has any right to provide protection for drug smugglers and 
traffickers in my name or on my behalf, nor do I have the right to do so 

on their behalf." 


Mr Ingraham said that neither he, the Prime Minister nor, he hoped, any of 
his colleagues wished to be associated or supportive of any such person. 


CSO: 3298/1098 
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AIRPORT, AIRLINE UNION ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 Aug 84 p l 


[Text ] 

THE 600-strong Airport, ardson, Robert Pickstock, Rob- 
Airline and Allied Workers ert Huyler of package Delivery 
union Tuesday night elected Services and Ivan Cleare of Air 
Vice President Henry Dean by TrafficControl. = 
acclamation to succeed Presi- Mr Carter, an engineer with 
dent Frank Carter, who will not Bahamasair, steps down after 
offer for re-election when union 11 years in executive positions 
members go to the polls on in the union, including secre- 
Friday, August 31. tary-treasurer and president, a 

This is the second time that post to which he was elected 
Mr Carter has declined to run twice. 
for re-election as an incumbent Mr Carter was ousted as 
president of the union and Mr president in the union’s 1932 
Dean’s election was the only election by former President 
one that was by acclamation Clarence Rolle, who withdrew 
Tuesday night during nomina- from the presidential race in 
tion time at Workers House. 1983, giving the presidency 

Mr Dean, an employee of again to Mr Carter. 

Bahamasair air dispatch, will Mr Carter served as secre- 
serve a one-year term in office. tary-treasurer for several years 

Nominated to contest the under former union president 
position of vice president were Reginald Grant, now a Bah- 
Mr Joseph Reckley, a amasair executive, until 
supervisor at Air Traffic Con- October, 1979, when both he 
trol and Mr Rae Stevenson, a and Mr Grant resigned their 
trustee employed with Nassau positions in the union. 

Flight Services. In July, 1981, Mr Carter ran 

Mrs Edith Smith, a ground for the union’s top office and 
service supervisor at Bah- defeated incumbent Clarke 
amasair and incumbent secre- Allen by a vote of 173-118. 
tary and treasurer, will face a Mr Carter, who last and this 
duel with Mr John Bastian of week signed two contracts on 
Nassau Flight Services who was behalf of the union with Bah- 
nominated to contest that post. amasair and Nassau Flight 

A 10-way battle will be Services, will give the Presi- 
fought for three trustee posts dent’s report at the opening of 
and include Henry Gibson, the union’s conference on 
Jazarel Hunt, Maria Green Monday. 

(Bahamasair Freeport Office), The union represents the 
Nathaniel Moss, Rae Stevenson, workers at Bahamasair, Nassau 
Shadrack Collins, Leroy Rich- Flight Services - and _— 
Deliv-ry Services. 
CSO: 3298/1099 
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HANNA HAILS UNIONS, CONDEMNS INVASION OF GRENADA 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 Aug 84 p l 


Support for Grenada Stand 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


DEPUTY Prime Minister Ar- 
thur Hanna declared last night 
that he supported outgoing 
Airport Union President Frank 
Carter one hundred per cent 
when he joined with others in 
the Caribbean in condemning 
the ‘‘illegal’’ invasion of . 
Grenada by the United States 
Jast October. F 

Mr Hanna, also Minister of 
Finance, said in his keynote 
address to the 28th annual 
convention of the union, that 
unions must be concerned with 
the preservation of the Bahamas 
as they are with the preservation 
of the union. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
was responding to the con- 
demnation of the Grenada in- 
vasion minutes earlier by Mr 
Carter in his President’s report 
to the union convention being 
held through Friday at the 
Nassau Beach Hotel. 

**In a small country like the 
Bahamas, our goals must be 
more wider than the selfish 
interest of ourselves,’’ Mr 
Hanna said. “‘We must be 
concerned with the social, eco- 
nomic and political life of our 
country.” 

‘“‘We must be concerned...! 
think Mr Carter mentioned 
it...with social evils like the 
drug problem. There are not 
many Bahamians in the world 
at all, you know. You can look 
all cver the world. It’s not 
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many. It’s less than a quarter of 
a million if you bring them 
from all over the world 
together. We are not many. We 
are a small people,’’ he said. 

**We must be concerned with 
the preservation and of the 
sovereignty of our small 
country and we must be brave 
and not weak when we come to 
defending our country,’’ he 
said. 

“| support Mr Carter a 
hundred per cent when he 


joined with the rest of the 


enlightened people of the Car- 
ibbean in condemning the illegal 
actions of the Americans in 
invading Grenada,’’ he said. 
“‘All of the rest- of the world 
condemned them.”’ 

**We, in our way, have the 
honesty and the courage to 
condemn illegal aggression 
whenever we see it,’’ he said. 

**Yes, we must preserve our 
country and unions must be 
concerned with the preservation 
of the Bahamas as they are with 
preservation of the union,”’ the 
Deputy Prime Minister said. 
*‘Take away the Bahamas and 
you have no union at all. It is as 
simple as that. You destroy the 
Bahamas and you destroy _ev- 
erything init.” 

He said that a big country 
can take more chaffing than a 
little country, but in doing -so, 
“‘we must do it with the dignity 
of well and true Bahamians. 


BAHAMAS 








‘‘We in the Government fully 
support the complete and pro- 
gressive organization of 
Bahamians everywhere whether 
they be unions or anywhere 
else, because we believe that a 
united Bahamas would present 
a greater force to the world 
than a disunited Bahamas,”’ he 
said. 

“It is not that the union must 
agree with the Government at 
all,”” he said. ‘‘In fact, they 
take advantage of me cverytime 
they negotiate with me.”’ 

*“‘We've never had a strike 
while they negotiated with me, 
usually as a Government...as an 
employer, you are not good 
unless you can produce a good 
strike, unless you could force a 
good strike,’” he said. : 

**In the case of Mr Carter 
and those, they have always 
threatened a good one but they 
have never carried out a B 
one because they take advan- 
tage of those who are less able 
to look after themselves,’’ he 
said. : 
“If you think the union 
people are lonely, boy, 
Ministers are very, Very 
lonely,” he said. ‘When the 
time comes, each Minister say: 
it ain’t me, it’s him, you know. 


You hear Ministers talk about 
my Ministry, well they say it’s 
you.”” 

‘*But seriously, I think we 
have enjoyed a very good 
relation with the unions so far. 
This is me now. we have only 
had some signing with them a 
couple of weeks ago. We have 
had a very good relations, we've 
had no strikes and we’ve had no 
demands for higher wages, 
we’ve had no demands for any 
kind of zonditions of service, 
none of that has happen yet,”’ 
he said. My 

‘**And we hope that when it 
comes, that they will not take 


too much advantage of me as 


they have taken advantage over 
the other people whom they 
have been dealing with,’’ he 
said. 

‘I’ve got a soft heart for 
people who want plenty 
money,”’ he said. ‘‘] also have a 
very soft heart for those who 
have got to keep it from going 
the wrong way. That’s me,”’ the 
Deputy Prime Minister said. 

In his departure speech and 
president’s report, Mr Carter 
said that at the Caribbean 
Congress of Labour’s Tri- 
annual Congress and Conven- 
tion, the trade union movement 
in the Caribbean took a very 
strong stance against the United 


States’ invasion of Grenada. 
‘‘Again, we knew that many 
worrers cheered the Unites 
States actions but 1 am certain 
that if they were to study the 


history .f the region, if they 


were to study the workers 
movements in the Caribbean, 
and if they were to study 
international ‘politics, they too 
would have been opposed to the 
bullet first and talk later," Mr 
Carter said. 

‘‘It is no secret that the late 
leader of Grenada, Maurice 


Bishop, was a friend of the 


Cubans and a close friend of 
Fidel Castro, and he followed a 
different pattern for economic 
development of his country 
than most of the Caribbean,”’ 
Mr Carter said. 

“But nevertheless, we in the 
trade union movement felt that 
he should have been free and 
his people should have been free 
to determine their own destiny 
without an outside force, by the 
use of the bullet, ending that 
revolution,’’ Mr Carter said. 

‘*| am not ashamed to say 
that publicly, even though 
among Bahamians that is not 
the popular view, but the 
Caribbean Congress of Labour 
went on record as being op- 
posed to military force as a first 
means,”’ the union leader said. 
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Praise for Union Movement 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


DEPUTY Prime Minister Ar- 
thur Hanna said last night that 
Government shares the concern 
of trade unions for the plight of 
'Bahamians everywhere and that 
‘the movement can join with 
‘Government to provide 
; workable solutions to problems 
in the country. 

Delivering the keynote 
address at the 28th annual 
convention of the Airport Un- 
ion at the Nassau Beach Hotel, 
Mr Hanna also declared that 
the present generation of union 
leadership must be ever vigilant 
and ensure that what has been 
achieved by past giants of the 
union movement is not blown 


away. 
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‘‘The Government, and I say 
this sincerely, shares the con- 
cern of trade unions for the 
plight of Bahamians everywhere 
and Bahamian workers,"’ said 
Mr Hanna, who is also Minister 
of Finance. 

‘“‘We share the concern that 
none in our nation, none in our 
country, will ever go hungry,” 
he said. ‘‘Our goal is that 
everyone should be clothed and 
fed and sheltered and educated 
and have the right to some basic 
health care.’’ 

‘‘The will and the courage to 
provide an effective cure for 
our social and economic ills will 
allow our nation to forge ahead 





in its social revolution,” Mr 
Hanna said. 


“And there is no magical 
solution to every problem we 


‘might face but the trade union 


movement, placing its shoulders 


‘to the wheel along with the 


Government, can provide a 
workable solution, particularly 
in a small country like ours,”’ 
he said. 

“It is my fervent hope that 
the sacrifice of those giants of 
the trade union movement, who 
have now moved off the scene 
in some fashion or she other, 
that their sacrifice, their work 
and their labour would not be 
in vain and that those of us here 
stouay and you in the union 
particularly, the present gener- 
ation of trade union leadership 
must be ever vigilant and ensure 
that what has been achieved is 
not blown away like chaff in the 
wind,’’ Mr Hanna said. 

“The future of the trade 
union movement will be assured 
by the efforts of intelligent men 
and women...1 don’t many 
women here now....who lead it, 
as present is assured by the 
efforts of the past,”” Mr Hanna 
said. 

Mr Hanna said that the trade 
union movement in the Bah- 
amas has come a long way and 
its growth in the Bahamas is 
exemplified by the history and 
success of the Airport Union. 

‘‘Over the last 28 years we 
have progressed from legislation 
regulating the activities of un- 
ions to legislation based on the 
rights of unions and of the 
workers,” he said. 

He said that there has been 
an increase and a broadening of 
the membership base of the 
unions. 


‘‘Over the last 28 years more 
unions have attained financial 
independence to the point where 
they are now able to support 
full time paid officers,’’ he said. 

“The trade union is generally 
accepted today as a positive 
force in the social, political and 
economic development of our 
country,”” he said. ‘‘In the past, 
it has stood at the ramparts of 
the struggles to obtain social 
and economic development for 
all Bahamians.”’ 

“The trade unions in the 
Bahamas have led the way in 
the political revolution, in the 
social revolution and in the 
educational revolution and 
many of the leaders have gone 
unsung and my own organiza- 
tion to which I belong, grew out 
of the development of trade 
unions,”’ he said. 

He then referred to old giants 
of the trade union movement - 
such as the late Senator Charles 
Rodriquez, veteran trade un- 
jonist and lawyer Sir Randol 
Fawkes and House Speaker Sir 
Clifford Darling - as unionists 
who did more than represent 
workers in those days, but 
represented the interests of 
Bahamians everywhere. 

He also remembered in the 
Airport Union men who were 
very active in those days and 
who included Mr Clement 
Pinder, Prices Commission 
Chairman; Mr Anthony Rob- 
erts, Bahamian High Commis- 
sioner to the UK; Mr Cadwell 
Armbrister, former Broadcast- 
ing Corporation Chairman; Mr 
Simeon Bowe, former Minister 
of Works. 

**And today, I think, we have 
those men who passed me, have 
had a different task ahead of 
them but yet their leadership 
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have not gone unrewarded 
because from following them 
and being even keener men to 


meet the challenge of today,”’ 
he <nid 


The Deputy -Prime Minisicr 
said that the survival of any 
social institution is in a large 
measure determined by the 
institution’s ability to relate 
positively to the wider commu- 
nity which surrounds it. 

‘The AAAWU is one social 
organization that has demon- 
strated its will and capacity to 
survive,”” he said. ‘‘Recently, it 
acquired representational rights 
for the Air Traffic Controllers, 
which signifies not only its will 
and capacity for survival in our 
competitive world, but desire 
for growth and development.”’ 

**Recent events have also 
indicated a union which is not 
embarked upon a course of 
self-centredness and confronta- 
tion, but one which understands 
and has an abiding faith in the 


industrial relations and our 
system which is and must be an 
integral part,’’ he said. 

“*T trust that the AAAWU 
will grow from strength to 
Strength and that it will en- 
courage and ensure that the 
peace of the workplace is 
maintained, that they will be 
committed to the goals of social 
and economic development, and 
that they will be dedicated to 
mature and progressive trade 
unionism,”’ he said. 

“The AAAWU, as we have 
seen, has provided leadership 
not only for its members but for 
the entire trade union move- 
ment and the community in 
general,’’ he said, adding that 
he hopes president-elect Henry 
Dean will follow in that great 
tradition. 
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[Text } 


Critical FNM Reaction 


THE Official Opposition 
today reiterated iis full support 
for the intervention and the 
efforts to restore democracy to 
Grenada by the United States 
and six Caribbean nations and 
criticized Deputy Prime 
Minister Arthur Hanna and 
Airport Union President Frank 
Carter for labelling it an 
“‘illegal aggression.”’ 

In a press release signed by 
Blue Hills MP Arthur Foulkes, 
Shadow Foreign Minister, the 
Free National Movement said 
that Mr Hanna, Mr Carter and 
the PLP ‘‘ignore completely 
some important facts in the 
Grenada affair,’’ and declared 
that Mr hanna did not tell the 
truth when he said that ‘‘all the 
rest of the world’’ condemned 
the Americans. 


The FNM said that Mr 
Carter, the former union leader, 
should listen to those many 
workers who cheered the US 
action and noted that it seem 
that they have a better apprecia- 
ticn for what is good for the 
=? union movement than he 

as. 

The FNM was responding to 
remarks made by Mr Carter and 
Mr Hanna at Monday’s opening 
of the 28th annual convention 
of the Airport, Airline and 


‘Allied Workers Union at the 


Nassau Beach hotel. 

During their addresses, both 
men alluded to the October 25, 
1983, invasion by the US, 
Jamaica, Barbados, Dominica, 
St Lucia, St Vincent and An- 
tigua, and condemned the ac- 
tion as illegal aggression. 

Mr Hanna reiterated the PLP 
Government condemnation of 
the invasion at the United 
Nations and the Organization 
of American States while Mr 
Carter noted that the action was 
condemned by delegates atten- 
ding the Triennial session of the 
Caribbean Congress of Labour. 

“‘The Free national Move- 
ment made its position clear on 
this matter at the time and 
repeats today that the Official 
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Opposition fully supports the 
intenvention and the efforts 
being made to restore democra- 
cy to our sister Caribbean 
state,’’ the FNM said. 

Following is the FNM 
sstatement: 

Deputy Prime Minister Ar- 
thur Hanna has reiterated the 
PLP Government’s condemna- 
tion of the United States’ 
intervention in Grenada last 
year. Mr Hanna joined outgo- 
ing Airport Union President 


‘Frank Carter in labelling the 


intervention an ‘‘illegal ag- 
gression.”” 

The Free National Movement 
made its position clear on this 
matter at the time and repeats 
today that the Official Opposi- 
tion fully supports the interven- 
tion and the efforts being made 
to restore democracy to our 
sister Caribbean state. 

Mr Hanna, Mr Carter and 
the PLP ignore completely 
some important facts in the 
Grenada affair. For one thing, 
the regime ousted by the Ameri- 


‘cans was illegal by anybody’s 


standard. They seized power in 
a bloody coup and without the 
consent of the Grenadian peo- 
ple. They murdered Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop who 
had himself taken power by a 
bloodless coup. ' 

The only legal authority left 
in the country was Governor 
General Sir Paul Scoon who 
approved of the intervention. 

It is not true as Mr Hanisia 
says that ‘‘all the rest of the 
world’ condemned the Ameri- 
cans. The six other island 
countries which together with 
Grenada form the Eastern Car- 
ibbean States fully approved the 
invasion and, in fact, invited 
the Americans to join them in 
liberating the island from the 
cut-throat Marxists headed by 
Bernard Coard and Hudson 
Austin. They were also sup- 
ported by Jamaica, the largest 
English-speaking island natiop 
in the region, and Barbados. 

Furthermore, what should 
put to rest pil the nonsensical 








talk about illegal aggression is 
the fact that the people of 
Grenada themselves welcomed 
their American deliverers. This 
gives the lie to the sneaky 
propaganda that the great Unit- 
ed States invaded poor little 
Grenada. The United States 
invaded France in 1944 but this 
was no aggression against the 
French people who also wel- 
comed them as liberators. 

Mr Carter is naive, to say the 
lest, when he says that military 
force should not have been used 
as a first means and suggests 
that talk might have 
accomplished something. How, 
with all the history of militant 
Communism staring him in the 
face, can he believe that any 
amouni’ of talk would have 
persuaded them to give up their 
first base in the English- 
speaking Caribbean? 

As it turned out, the in- 
tervention revealed up a huge 
quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion which was being stockpiled 
by the Russians, Cubans, Bul- 
garians and Libyans. It was 
plain as day that all this 
equipment was not needed to 
supress Grenada and that th< 
real intention was to use it to 
subvert, infilitrate and take over 
other nations in the region. 

Mr Carter should listen to 
those ‘“‘many workers’’ who 
cheered the US action. It would 
seem that they have a_ better 
appreciation of what is good for 
the trade union movement than 
he has. In the Communist 
scheme of things one of the first 
‘institutions to be destroyed is 


‘the free trade union movement. 


Caribbean Congress of 
Labour President Leonard Ar- 
cher said during a visit to 
Grenada in January of this year 
that the Marxist cabal had 
already infiltrated the trade 
union movement in Grenada. 
Some of the leadership had 
disappeared and some had been 
killed in the October 1983 
massacre. 

Mr Carter should also take 
note of the brutal suppression 
of Solidarity, an attempt to 
create a free and independent 
trade union movement in 
Communist Poland. 

As for those allies of the US 
who condemned the interven- 
tion, they all had their own 
reasons. Some of them some- 
times oppose American policy 
merely to demonstrate to the 
Eastern Communists how in- 
dependent they are. The case of 
Margaret Thatcher of England 
was particularly hurtful since 
the US had supported England 
in the Falklands expedition 
which hai also been condemned 
by those who said England 
should have talked with the 
Argentinian invaders. 


While Bahamian-American 
relations were allowed to dete- 
riorate to the clear and in- 
disputable disadvantage of the 
Bahamian people, PLP Foreign 
Minister Paul L Adderley 
gained points in Havana for his 
strident condemnation of the 
United States before the Orga- 
nization of American States 
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2-1/2-YEAR HOLD UP ON AIRPORT RADAR EQUIPMENT QUESTIONED 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 29 Aug 84 p 1 
[Article by Athenia Damianos] 


[Text] Shadow Minister of Tourism Arthur Foulkes today called on Government 
to tell the Bahamian public why vital radar for Nassau Airport has been held 
in storage for over two and a half years. 


Mr Foulkes (Blue Hills) made his challenge as he released the findings of a 
probe into airport radar following the July 25 plane crash at South Andros 
in which two young Bahamians, Philip and Leonard Symonette, were killed. 


Among other things, Mr Foulkes revealed that construction of the radar system 
was completed by the end of December 1981, and that it has been held in 
storage ever since. Government has budgeted $5 million for the equipment 

and the 1984 Estimates shows that at the end of 1982 $3,272,904 had been spent. 


It has been speculated, both by the public and in The Tribune, that radar may 
quite possibly have assisted the Symonette uncle/nephew team to a safe land- 
ing. 


Mr Foulkes said that the failure to modernize Nassau International Airport 
borders on almost criminal neglect. 


"How much has the delay (with radar) cost the country in terms of lives lost 
and extra expenditure of the public's money," Mr Foulkes wanted to know. 


The Shadow MP called upon Government to answer a number of serious questions 
that arise as a result of the crash. Some of these questions were raised by 
The Tribune on two occasions. However, the Ministry of Transport has not 
addressed them. 


Mr Foulkes intends to bring the matter up when the House of Assembly 
reconvenes from the summer recess. He has asked the Speaker to place a notice 
on the agenda for a select committee to look into the matter. 


Said Mr Foulkes: "Many members of the public were shocked to find out for the 


first time that there was no radar at the airport which is the hub of air 
traffic catering to thousands of travelling Bahamians and hundreds of thousands 
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of visitors to the Bahamas. Some people had apparently taken it for granted 
that a first-class tourist destination like Nassau had long since been 
equipped with the facilities of a busy, modern air terminal." 


In the wake of public concern voiced in the Press and elsewhere, the Ministry 
of Transport announced that radar installation at Nassau Airport would be 
completed at the end of the year. 


But, Mr Foulkes said that as a result of what he has learned, the matter 
cannot be allowed to rest there. 


"Serious questions have arisen and the Bahamian public are entitled to have 
answers and explanations," he said. 


"Tn addition to the daily hazard which the lack of radar has represented to 
the travelling public, there is also the stunning realization that it has 
also represented an incredible advantage for the elaborate system of drug 
trafficking in and through the Bahamas. 


"The extent of this tremendous advantage which drug traffickers have enjoyed 
has been further widened by the absence of a third Aerostat Radar Detection 

System which the United States Government wanted to install at Grand Bahama 

specifically for tracking down airbourne drug traffic." 


Attorney General and Foreign Affairs Minister Paul Adderley told the Commis- 
sion of Inquiry that this installation would "force the smugglers hundreds 

of miles east into the Atlantic" to avoid overlapping radar systems. He said 
the US system was not allowed to be located in the Bahamas because the US 
chose "a subcontractor who lied to the Bahamas Government as to the reason 
why he wanted to lease land in the Bahamas." 


Mr Adderley also said that the equipment was ready to be brought in, but he 
told the Americans that if they did, he would go to Grand Bahama himself 
and help the police arrest them. 


Mr Foulkes said that the Commission and the public are left to pass judgment 
on the matter. 


"In the meantime, the question that cries out for an answer is: Why has the 
Government waited until late 1984 to install radar at Nass-.u International 
Airport?" Mr Foulkes wanted to know. 


He pointed out that the necessity for radar was seriously talked about back 
in the mid-70s. He was told that the International Civil Aviation Organiza- 
tion which sets safety standards and to whose charter the Bahamas is a 
signatory, the International Air Transport Association and the US Federal 
Aviation Authority have been pushing for radar at Nassau for years. 


Mr Foulkes said that the International Pilots Association, which has given 


Nassau Airport a black star rating (seriously deficient), is also deeply 
concerned about the radar situation. 
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"The Government finally decided to install radar and my information is that 
two systems were ordered in January 1981 from Texas Instruments and Burronghs, 
high technology manufacturers in the US. 


"Texas Instruments was to supply an Airport Surveillance Radar (ASR8) and 
Burroughs an Automated Radar Terminal System (ARTS 11). The ASR would have 
a range of 150 miles outward from the airport and the ARTS would be limited 
in range to the terminal area. 


"Construction on the system was completed by the end of December 1981 and 
it has been in storage for more than two and a half years. The Government 
has budgeted $5 million for the equipment and the 1984 Estimates shows that 
at the end of 1982 $3,272,904 had been spent. Engineering and construction 
costs at the site was estimated at $350,800. 


"The Government must be paying storage charges for all the equipment and I 
am told that a heavy penalty is involved. 


"Between 1980 and 1982, 20 Bahamians were trained in the United States and 
Great Britain to operate the radar systems. Six of them have been promoted, 
one has been transferred and another has died. The 12 remaining will no 
doubt now have to be trained all over again." 


Mr Foulkes said the following questions cry out for answers: 


--Why has the PLP Government so long delayed the installation of radar at 
Nassau Airport even after the equipment had been completed? 


--How much has the delay cost the country in terms of lives lost and extra 
expenditure of the public's money? 


"The PLP Government has been guilty of scandalous neglect with regard to 
maintaining and developing other sections of the country's infrastructure. 
The failure to modernize Nassau International Airport borders on almost 
criminal neglect. A promise by the Minister to have the radar installed by 
the end of the year is simply not enough to satisfy the public," Mr Foulkes 
said. 


CSO: 3298/1099 











FALLOUT FROM BY-ELECTION BRINGS SHARP POLITICAL EXCHANGES 


Adams Comments on Media 
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[Text ] 


PRIME MINISTER Tom 
Adams made _ some 
specific and general com- 
ments about the media ai 
last Sunday night’s Bar- 
bados Labour Party (BLP) 
thanksgiving meeting at 
Boscobel. 

Here are some extracts 
from his speech: 


e THE LEAD-UP: This brings me 
to some blows I intend to share 
this evening. For a long time, we 
sought Government by what they 
call consensus. Government with 
a smile, Government without 
angry words. 

But there comes a time in any 
Government's life where its sup- 
porters and its members alike 
say they have had enough. And 
enough is enough, as far as | am 
concerned. 


¢ PRESS CONFERENCE: Some of 
this country’s Press men have 
been very wrong and strong 
recently. They have taken the 
Government's kindness for the 
Government's weakness. They 
have taken the Government's 
tolerance for the Government's 
cowardice. 

What am I to say about these 
people of the Press? What am I to 
say about a man who invites me 
to fight and then complains he 
gets cuffed about? 


e BARBADOS ASSOCIATION 
OF JOURNALISTS (BAI): It put 
out its first statement in seven 
ears. | never heard of them 

fore. They don't meet. I have 
never heard of the Minister of In- 
formation meeting them and 
when I was one, I was never ask- 
ed to go to anything. I never saw 
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their name. It has not been 
ublished in any directory that ! 
fnew of, and they publish a state- 
ment that somebody called Prime 
Minister should apologise to 
somebody called Julian Rogers. 
e ATTACK POLITICIANS: If this 
small faction of the Press wants 
to fight with me, they will get it. ] 
am not afraid to fight. Before 
1976, those who had to mix it 
with me remembered they fought 
when they finished. 
e DECENT ONES: Even the 
responsible section of the Press. 
the decent ones, those who edit 
THE NATION and the Advocate, 
they were very = to publish 
what the Barbados Association 
of Journalists said about the 
whole matter. 

But another organisation, not 8 
defunct organisation, not a small 
organisation, but an organisation 
that commands more people in 
this country thanread THE NA- 
TION and the Advocate a 
together, unanimously bac ed 
me in the matter. I refer to the 
Barbados Labour Party. 

When the National Executive 
of the Barbados Labour Party 


passed a resolution about Julian 
Rogers and the Barbados 
Association of Journalists, the 
Advocate and NATION 
newspapers refused to publish it. 
Now if we attempted to censor 
the news, they would trumpet it 
from the roof tops. When they 
choose to censor us, they will 
think they are doing well. 


¢ BATTLES: It is possible when 


en and the Press have 
attles - I] put it no higher than 
that, I am very humble — it is 
possible that the Press is wrong. 
Politicians are not always wrong. 
Sometimes we are sincere, 
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honest, truthful and pursuing the 
people's interest. And sometimes 
the Press men are dishonest, cor- 
rupt, taking money for false in- 
formation and pursuing the in- 
terests of their own pockets. 
Sometimes the roles may be 
reversed. 


e NO QUARREL: I really want no 


quarrel with the Press because | 
believe the Press in this country 
has some very = instincts and 
principles. And in any case, it ‘s 
not the whole Press who at the 
moment are serving Barbados 
badly in the way news is 
reported and handled. 


¢ REPORTS FROM 
PARLIAMENT: You have to be 
absolutely sure when you read 
the Advocate newspaper that 
you are reading reports of Parlia- 
ment reported by supporters of 
the Democratic Labour Party. I 
have complained about that until 
I am stupid. 


When you read THE NATION 
ou read a fair account of what 
eer in Parliament. I must 
tell you that. For the main part, 


THE NATION reports what peo- 
ple say and it gives a proper 
amount of space and balance to 
the debates in Parliament. When 


you read the Advocate you in- 
variably read a biased eccount. 


¢ ABANDONMENT OF DUTY: 


The Press, I think, has gone a lit- 
tle bit far in abandoning its duty 
to the pers. not because 
necessarily those that run it, 
those that have senior positions, 
are vicious and depraved people, 
but because the good, decent, 
hard-wordking members of the 
Press labour under too many 
disadvantages. I believe they are 
very poorly paid. They do not 
have sufficient editing and 
management. 


They are not given the task of 
searching enough and to be 
discerning enough in their ap- 
proach to politics. They have no 
way, for example, of resisting the 
current impact of the Democratic 
Labour Party campaign to reach 
the top of private organisations 
and use their positions to put an 
anti-Government case. 


BLP Support for Adams 


PRIME Minister Tom Adams, 
who is also political leader of 
the Barbados Labour Party 
(BLP) has received § the 
unanimous backng of the 
Netional Executive Committee 
(NEC) of his party over his 
responses to Mr. Julian Rogers 
of Voice of Barbados (VOB) in 
an interview follo the St. 
a. by-election, result, on July 


The NEC at its regular 
monthly mee last Thursday 
night also deplored the ‘‘ex- 
treme lauguage” used by the 
Barbados Association of 
Journalists (BAJ) in its com- 
ments on the issue in a Press 
release. 

The NEC stated in a Press 
release that there was no 
possible justification for an 
apology by the Prime Minister 
as demanded by the BAJ. 

Meanwhile, a Government 
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Information Service (GIS) 
release said the Prime 
Minister's Office confirmed 
yesterday that Mr. Adams had 

sterday morning received a 
fetter from representatives of 
the rastafarian community in 
Barbados. 

Mr. Adams has replied to the 
rastafarian group thanking 
them for their support in his 
charging Julian Rogers “with 
open partiality” at a Press 
conference following the recent 
St. Peter by-election, the 
release states. 

Mr. Adams according to the 
release has given the St.John 
based group his assurance thet 
the grievances expressed in 
their otter are presently under 
consideration and has urged 
them to discontinue their fast as 
a means of protest, while 
suggesting they consider more 
positive measures of self help. 








Arthur Call to Arms 
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[Excerpt] 


MR. OWEN ARTHUR, the 
defeated Barbados 
Labour Party (BLP) can- 
didate in the recent St. 
Peter by-election, last 
Sunday night sounded ‘‘a 
call to arms to the Bar- 
bados Labour Party. 

He told a BLP 
thanksgiving mass 
meeting at Bosc@bel that 
the campaign had been 
one of the moSt vicious 
campaigns ‘‘one has lived 
through”’. 

Mr. Arthur said that 
because of the charges, 
there was still no resolve 
on the part of the BLP sup- 
porters to “return fire 
with fire”’. 


Said he: “I come to 
sound a call to arms. 
Stand up and fight. This 
by-election has been a 
water-shed, in my view, in 
the affairs of the BLP.”’ 


He indicated that the entire 
matter would be taken to court, 
and added that there were many 
supporters ‘‘who tell us we 
should be gracious losers”. 

Mr. Arthur asked of his au- 
dience: ‘‘Should an election be 
decided on the basis of an error 
on the part of a presiding of- 
ficer? Should an honest error of 
a presiding officer be allowed to 
frustrate the intentions of -an 
electorate?” 

He added: ‘‘This is a legal prob- 
lem which desperately requires 
a legal answer; and if this party 
backs reg b we would be leaving 
you in the lurch.” 


Haynes Assessment of Vote 
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[Text ] 


THREE indicators were present 
during the recent by-election 
campaign which showed that 
the Democratic Labour Party 
(DLP) should have had a 
massive victory. 

_ So said DLP member of 
Parliament, Dr. Richie Haynes, 
as he addressed constituents in 
St. Peter on Sunday night. 

The parliamentarian said 
that one of these indicators was 
the great number of people who 
attended the public meetings. 
Although not all of them might 
have been supporters, he was 
certain that the majority of them 
were, he said. 

Another indicator was the 
response to the house-to-house 
campaign.’ According to Dr. 
Haynes, he knew what was 

oing on in the constituency, 
rom his experience gained by 
that exercise. But one of the 
best indicators, said the 
member for St. Michael South- 
Central, was the response he 
saw to the motorcade, the day 
before the election. 
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Dr. Haynes then asked, “How 
on a could she (Mrs. 


Leacock) have won the election 
by only one vote?" He said that 
if the police were doing their 
duty, they would have 
rosecuted the Prime Minister 
or the way he behaved in the 
polling station on the night of 
the elections. 

He said that as ‘leader of the 
BLP, or as the minister 
responsible for elections, the 
Prime Minister should not have 
participated in the way he did. 

Dr. Haynes said that there 
was stuch a “massive swing” 
against the Government, that 
the BLP would only get fdéur 
seats in the House of Assembly, 
if elections were called now. 

Concluding his speech, he 
said that people in the 
agricultural sector were going 
to receive rs tomorrow, 
telling them that they were 
being laid off. St. Peter, pane 
ma agricultural, would fee 
the effect of this action, sorely, 
he said. 








DLP on Electoral Commission 
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[Text ] 


MEMBERS of the opposition 
Democratic Labour Party (DLP) 
last Sunday night, alluded to a 

romise made in the ruling Bar- 

dos Labour Party's (BLP) 1976 
manifesto regarding the appoint- 
ment of a boundaries commis- 
sion. 

Speaking et a thanksgiving 
mass rally at Speightstown, St. 
Peter, Dr. Erskine Simmons, a 
prospective DLP candidate, told 
the estimated 3 000 crowd that 
the BLP had promised to 
establish a permanent boun- 
daries commission. 


He reminded them that ac- 
cording to that manifesto the BLP 
had made this promise ostensibly 
to remove the election machinery 
from the hands of people known 
to be supporters of the Govern- 
ment. 


If they had been serious 
about this idea, said the doctor, 
they would have done somethi 
about it. However, they preferr 
— to remain as they were, he 
said. 


Dr. Richie Haynes, however, 
pointed out that the appointment 
of such a commission would be to 
the advantage of the ruling par- 


Y. since they would appoint 
ree members, and the DLP two. 
So that even if the BLP went out 
of power in 1986, they would still 
have @ majority on the commis- 
sion for another two years. 


He said this was because 
the appointment was for seven 
years and so that the suggested 
effect, if the commission came in- 
to being this year, would be felt. 
He said that under those cir- 
cumstances there could never be 
free and fair elections in Bar- 
bados ever again. 


_ Dr. Haynes said that he 
mistrusted the electoral lists, 
even as presently constituted, 
and said that more than 150 per- 
sons had been brought into the 
St. Peter constituency to vote 
during the recent by-election. He 
said people who lived outside the 
constituency were not brought in 
by the DLP. 


He continued, “If the BLP 
continues to behave in this way, 
with respect to electoral affairs 
in this country, there are going to 
be riots in Barbados.” 


‘“‘We may have to 
demonstrate in order to get a 


ys electoral system going,” 


. Haynes added. 


BLP Response 
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[Text ] 


GOVERNMENT back-bencher in 
the House of Assembly, Mr. 
Henry Frode, last Sunday night 
told Barbados Labour Party 
(BLP) supporters at @ thanksgiv- 
ing mass meéting at Bosco 
that the time had come for them 
to put their points of view and let 
their voices be heard. 

From now, he told the crowd, 
until when Prime Minister Tom 
Adams advised the Governor- 
General of the final day to make 
a decision for a Government for 
the next five-year term, they 
should be preaching the plans 
and performance of the BLP “up 
and down the length and breadt 
of the country”’. ; 

Speaking about the establish- 
ment of an Electoral and Boun- 
daries Commission, Mr. Forde 
recalled that in 1966 when the 
Independence Constitution was 
being considered, both the 
Under-40s and the BLP cam- 


paigned thoughout the country 
explaining the draft constitution 
to the “7 and put forward 
measures for changing the con- 
stitution to safeguard fundamen- 
tal rights. 

He said: ‘This was not surpris- 
ing. We belong tc a party which 
has struggled for the ome 
class, which has struggled for 

the titizens to establish their 


freedom and democratic rights.” 

At the time of the in- 

dependence debate, he said, they 
argued seriously for free and fair 
elections to safeguard the in- 
terests of the people. 
’ Mr. Forde recalled that Mr. 
Errol Barrow, who was then 
leader of the Government, had 
said there was no need what- 
soever for an Electoral and Boun- 
daries Commission. 

Mr. Forde also recalled that 
Mr. Barrow had appointed a 
group of people under the then 
Speaker of the House, Sir 

eodore Brancker, to demar- 


26 


cate boundaries. 

Mr. Forde told the crowd: “‘I 
trust your memory is not short on 
this issue. The DLP changed like 

an animal we call a chameleon 
— different colours to suit the oc- 
casion."’ 

He asked: “‘If in 1981 the DLP 
opposed an Electoral and Boun- 
daries Commission, how can they 
now, all of a sudden, want an 
Electoral and Boundaries Com- 
mission?” 

Mr. Forde asked: “‘If the Elec- 
toral Officer in the St. Peter by- 
election had done the right thing 
and stamp the ballots for Mr. 
Owen Arthur, the BLP can- 
didate, what would the DLP be 
asking for tonight?” 

Mr. Forde wanted the crowd 
to do two things: be of good 
cheer, and secondly, keep the 
faith. 

He said: “‘It is not lost. We will 
fight every inch of the way to see 
that our democratic rights are 
maintained."’ 


Threats to DLP Officers 
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[Text ] 


GSO: 


3298/1085 


PUBLIC officers have been 
threatened as a result of the St. 
Peter by-elections. So said Bran- 
ford Taitt, president of the 
Democratic Labour Party (DLP). 

Mr. Taitt was on Sunday night 
winding up a DLP a 
meeting on Alexandra Schoo 
playing field. The crowd there 
numbered thousands. He said 
that ‘an ominous thing" went on 


in the re station on Thurs- 
day, J be. the date of the St. 
Peter by-election, when a 


stalemate was the result. 
Referring to the Prime 


Minister's role in the pro- 
ceedings after electors had cast 
their vote, Mr. Taitt said: “There 
is no such thing as a minister of 
elections. 1 am disturbed by this 
development. This country is ai 
its lowest ebb since 1965.” 


Mr. Taitt insisted that he 
would take a delegation to 
Trinidad and Tobago, as he had 
announced during the by-election 
campaigi.. He referred to the At- 
torney General's statement that 
such an action wou!d be border- 
ing on treason as “foolishness”. 
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MANUFACTURERS AT ODDS WITH ADAMS OVER JOBS ISSUE 


BMA Warning 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 29 Jul 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


Barbadian manufacturers will take action should 
Government fail to address itself to their problems by 
the end of this week. 

However, the manufacturers are confident that the 
circumstance will not arise for action to be taken 
since a believe Government will step in to rectify 
their problems. 

This was yesterday stressed by members of the 
Barbados Manufacturers Association (BMA) at a 
Press eonference at their Collymore Rock, St. 
Michael headquarters. They declined to outline what 
form their action would take should the Government 
not come to their aid. 

They said that on June 28, this year, a letter ask 
for a meeting between themselves and the Minister 
Trade was sent to ‘his Ministry. However, according 
to them, a September date for the meeting was 
suggested by Ministry, but they were not in 
agreement with it because of the urgency of their 
problems and the overall effect on the country’s 
economy. 

Another letter requesting an immediate — 
was sent last week, the manufacturers said, an 
again a September date for a meeting with the 
Minister was suggested. The manufacturers are still 
not in agreement with the date. 

According to past president of the BMA, Mr. Basil 
Forbes, such a date could not be agreed on because 
“the manufacturing sector is in jeopardy with closure 
facing many of the firms.” 

He said that many factories were now faced with 
operating a three-day week and some others a three- 
day month. 

Like many of his colleagues, Mr. Forbes said intra- 
Caribbean trade problems were causing the decline 
in the industry. 

On the issue of alternative markets, to CARICOM, 
Mr. Forbes declared: ‘‘That would mean death to 
us.” He said-that Koves Company Limited had tried 
yates to a number of countries outside of 
CARICOM and it had since gone into receivership. 
Mr. Forbes said that he too had tried exporting 
outside of the region with one of his companies, but 
stopped because the particular company ‘almost 
went into liquidation.” 
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[Text ] 


Tonight at a meeting at 
Boscobelle, Mr. pv 
will disclose the future 
action of the party on the 
matter. Other speakers 
scheduled for tonight's 
meetin are Henr 
Forde, Lionel Craig an 
Arthur. It will be chaired 
by Senator Hutson Linton. 

The DLP on the other 
hand will be holding a 
motorcade throughout the 
Constituency beginning at 


It will end around 7 
{ THE HUNDREDS of 
laid off factory workers 
could be reinstated this 
week if Government. 


DaSilva Remarks 


would take immediate 
initiative in dealing with 
the problems facing the 
industry. 


However, should this 
not be done, unem- 
ployment is likely to 
worsen in the 
manufacturing industry 
in the next few months. 
Moreover, a number of 
factories could also go out 
of operation. 


This observation was 
yesterday made by 
President of the Barbados 
Manufacturers  Associ- 
ation (BMA), Mr. Frank 
Da Silva at a Press 
conference’ at the 
Association’s Collymore 


Adams Response 
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[Article by Neville Martindale] 
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[Text } 


Rock, St. Michael 
headquarters. Renewing 
his calls for steps te be 
taken to combat the 
illegal importation of 


i ucts into the Bar- 


dos market and for the 
Barbados Government to 
take immediate action to 
enable local manufac- 


turers to r access to all 
CARICO 


markets, Mr. 
Da Silva declared: ‘The 
time has now come for the 


' Government to recognise 


the responsibility to 


ensure survival for all.” 


He described the 
manufacturing industry 
as being in a state of 
‘almost disaster.” 


PRIME MINISTER Tom Adams does not believe the 


manufacturing indust 


in Barbados is in the gloomy 


state that the Barbados Manufacturers’ Association 
(BMA) represents it to be. 


Says Mr. Adams: “There are actually more jobs in manufacturing 
despite the closing of some factories.” 


Mr. Adams has 


also charged the BMA with entering on a course 


of consistent untruths since December, 1983. Those untruths, he has 
pointed out, relates to the number of jobs lost in the manufacturing 


sector. 


The latest number of jobs — 200 — that are in jeopardy are at Koves garment 
company at the Harbour Industrial Park, which is now in receivership. 
The e Minister told the 


Barbados Labour Party sup 
porters at a thanksgiving 
meeting in Boscobel, in St. Peter 
last Sunday night: ‘‘In 1984, they 
(the manufacturers) talked 
about illegal importers. The 
manufacturers have had 
countless meetings with Govern- 
ment under my chairmanship. 
The people who bring in illegal 
imports are the manufacturers 
themselves.” 
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He further stated: “They 

bring them (imports) in and pre- 
tend to manufacture them and 
sell them to Trinidad and get us 
into trouble with Trinidad." 
_ Mr. Adams explained that the 
Government had a clear policy 
on the manufacturing and ex- 
port of garments. He pointed out 
that at one stage it banned the 
im of ladies’ panties and the 
price rose several times in a 
month. 











He said that Barbados’ market 
was too small and they had to 
aim at having industries which 
could export. 

He also noted that the tension 
among manufacturers here with 
Trinidad was in importing pro- 
ducts, re-labelling them, and 
then selling them to Trinidad. 

Mr. Adams further pointed out 
that part of the Government's 
policy was that it believed in 
specialty manufacturing. 


“The Government is not sitting 
quiet, and allowing people to suf- 
fer, and jobs to be lost." he said. 

A BMA _ spokesman, when 
reached last night, said he would 
rather comment on the Prime 
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Minister's statements at a later 
date. He wanted to have further 
consultations with his manufac- 
turing colleagues. 


The controversy in the in- 
dustry was highlighted last 
weekend when the BMA called 
on Government to confiscate a 
large amount of illegal imported 
goods. revoke the work permits 
of those involved in the illegal im- 
portation, and imprison or fine 
those found guilty of such prac- 
tices. 

In addition, the BMA re- 
Pagan the Government to take 
the initiatives necessary for sav- 
ing the manufacturing industry 
and ensuring that Barbados’ pro- 


BLP Calls for Disclosure 


MR. LIONEL CRAIG, Leader of 
the House and minister of 
parliamentary affairs, has called 
on the Barbados Manufacturers 
Association (BMA), and its presi- 
dent, Mr. Frank DaSilva, to 
publish the figures they have on 


mass meeti 
following the St. Peter by- 
election, Mr. Craig said that the 
Opposition Shadow Minister of 
Finance, Dr. Richie Haynes, had 
said that the unemployment 
figure was higher than what 
Prime Minister Tom Adams and 
the Central Bank had put out. 
Mr. Craig also recalled that 
the BMA had said it had done a 
survey and it showed that the 
figure was higher than what the 
Prime Minizter had said it was. 


Said Mr. Craig: ‘I am calling 
on the BMA to publish the 
figures, otherwise the BMA 
stands condemned in the eyes of 
the public.” 
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ducts were available in 
CARICOM markets the same 
way their CARICOM partners 
appear to have access to the Bar- 
badian market. 


Speaking to the media at the 
BMA Collymore Rock. St. 
Michael headquarters, presi- 
dent, Mr. Frank DaSilva. noted 
that unemployment was likely to 
worsen within the manufactur- 
ing industry, and not enough 
positive action was being taken 
to stem the tide. 


He was not calling on the 
Government to impose bans for 
the sake of banning. he said, 
since in its wisdom, Government 
had taken steps to protects its 
own interest. 


BARBADOS 


STATISTICAL STUDY INDICATES DECLINE IN BIRTHS, DEATHS 
Bridgetown THE WEEKEND NATION in English 3-4 August 84 p 1 
[Article by Patrick Ward] 


[Text] Barbadians may soon have to be encouraged to produce more children 
to halt a steady decline in the birth rate which, if left unabated will 
see the older generation in the large majority by the year 2000. 


This prediction came yesterday from an official of the Statistical Services 
Department whose statistics indicate that by the turn of the century the 
population would have only increased to 270 000. 


Today the under-25 age group accounts for the larger percentage of some 
252 000 Barbadians, but the present trend will see this group in the minority 
within 25 years. 


Fewer and Fewer Young 


According to the statistics, young people are becoming fewer and fewer 
because of ever decreasing birth rate over the past 30 years. On the other 
hand, the older generation is increasing because of a parallel decreasing 


rate of death. 


And, predicted the official, soon Barbados could reach the position where 
there would be few young people to replace the older folk and the need would 
arise for the country to relax its birth control methods. 


In 1950 the birth rate was 33.7 percent. By 1960 it had only decreased to 
33.5 percent. However, by the end of the next ten-year period, 1970, it 
had fallen to 20.8 percent and by the beginning of 1982 to 16.3 percent. 


The death rate, conversely, was 14.7 percent in 1950, fell to 9.1 percent 
by 1960, to 8.7 in 1970, and was at 8.3 at the beginning of 1982. 


Meanwhile, the rate of natural increase dropped from 19 percent per thousand 
in 1950 to approximately eight percent at the start of 1982. 
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Old Tomorrow 


Said the official: "We have a situation where the present population is 
aging--the young people of today will be old tomorrow, but there will be 
few being born to replace then. 


"If this downward trend in population growth continues, ways and means of 
reversing it will have to be sought, as in some countries where incentives 
are offered to families to have more children." 


Left unchecked the decline in the birth rate is expected to reach critical 
proportions by the time today’s teenagers are pensioners... 


"There would be a large number of old people around but no young ones to 
support them as at present when we support those who have already retired." 


Population Drop 

But, according to the official, by as early as next year the country could 
experience the effects of this alarming trend with the population expected 
to drop from this year's 252 000 to 248 000. 


It was also noted that although Barbados was a country which traditionally 
"exported people" the rate of increase in coming years would be marginal. 


For the ten-year period, 1970 to 1980, Barbadians 65 years and over alone 
grew from 19 500 to 25 500 while the under 25s dropped from 132 300 to 
124 400. 
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


ROMNEY, MADURO SETTLE DIFFERENCES AT CABINET MEETING 


Road Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 7 Jul 84 pp 1, 15 


[Text] 


Differences which existed 
between Chief Minister The 
Honourable Cyril B. Romney 
and Minister for Labour and 
Natural Resources, The Hon- 
ourable Conrad Maduro, 
which threatened a split in 
the present Government, was 
resolved at a meeting of the 
Cabinet held during the 
week,the Press was informed. 

A fortnight ago Mr. Ma- 
duro in a radio broadcast had 
publicly accused the Chief 
Minsiter of running the Gov- 
ernment as a one-man opera- 
tion and had ignored the 
United Party’s Manifesto 
which Mr. Maduro said he 
had agreed to accept at the 
time he was chosen as Chief 
Minister of Government with 
the full support of all elected 
members of the Party. Mr. 
Romney had been elected in 
the general election as an in- 
dependent, but agreed to link 
up with the four elected 
members of the Party in or- 
der to form the new Govern- 
ment. 

Hon. Conrad Maduro is 
one of the four Cabinet 
Members of the Government 
with the portfolio of Minister 
for Labour and Natural Re- 
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sources. It appears that the 
rift with the Chief Minister 
had been going on for some 
time before Mr. Maduro’s ra- 
dio blast. Since the rift came 
into the open, there were all 
‘sorts of speculations - that 
Maduro would be fired from 
his ministerial post; that a 
new Government would 
come about; that a ‘‘No Con- 
fidence” Resolution would 
be introduced in the Legisla- 
tive Council by the Opposi- 
tion; that switching of elec- 
‘ted members would take 
place from either side to the 
other; and that due to in- 
stability of the Government, 
there would possibly be new 
elections to permit the elec- 
torate to decide on the form- 
ation of any new Govern- 
ment. There was no end to 
the rumours which created 
much public concern. 
Following the Cabinet 
meeting at which all grie- 
vances were discussed, the 
view was strongly expressed 
that the Government should 
work as a team and in keep- 
ing with principles in the 
United Party Manifesto. Mr. 
Romney defended his posi- 
tion and held that differences 
were merely due to mis- 





CSO: 


understanding. The olive 
branch was extended and ac- 
cepted on both sides, and the 
meeting ended in good com- 
radeship with assurance that 
the hatchet was buried. 

Details of the meeting was 
not immediately available to 
the Press. In a telephone 
conversation with the Chief 
Minister, it was learned that 
the differences with the Min- 
ister for Labour and Natural 
Resources were amiably re- 
solved “‘to the satisfaction of 
both of us.” This was later 
confirmed by Mr. Maduro 
who said, ‘“‘The understand- 
ing of the Chief Minister that 
the matter has been resolved, 
is the same understanding I 
have.” 

It was understood from a 
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reliable source that Hon. Wil- 
lard Wheatley, a competent 
hand in any political arena, 
played an important role at 
the Cabinet meeting in har- 
monizing the situation, and 
the other members present 
were also bent on peace mak- 
ing efforts and stressed the 
necessity of: working to- 
gether. Attending the Cabi- 
net meeting (in addition to 
Hons. Romney and Maduro), 
were Hons. Errol Fraser, Wil- 
lard Wheatley and Walwyn 
Brewley, the last mentioned 
two holding Ministerial Port- 
folios. 

It does appear that mutual 
understanding “has been 
reached and the Government 
is back on keel. However, 
some people are asking,“How 
long?” 





BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


BRIEFS 


AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT--The airport on Beef Island, vital to the tourism income 
of the British Virgin Islands, is being further upgraded with assistance from 
Britain's aid programme. The work, which is already underway, includes 
construction of a new taxiway between 50 and 60 feet wide with lighting; and 
additional 18,000 square feet of maintenance and refuelling apron; construc- 
tion of a culvert where the new taxiway crosses a drain; and the relocation 
of perimeter fencing to enclose the newly expanded taxiway and apron. These 
improvements will assist in handling the increasing flow to tourist traffic 
into and out of the British Virgin Islands, the reduced congestion at the 
airport leading to enhanced passenger security and welfare. The improvements, 
for which Britain is providing a total of some US $510,000 are expected to be 
completed within the next few months. [Text] [Road Town THE ISLAND SUN in 
English 7 Jul 84 p 2] 
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CHILE 


YOUTH LEADER LODGES COMPLAINT AGAINST PINOCHET 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 22 Aug 84 p C-3 


[Text] A complaint against the president of the republic for "grievances 
and slander" will be lodged with the courts of justice in the next few days 
by the chairman of the Christian Democratic Youth [JDC], Miguel Salazar, 

he asserted yesterday. 


The youth leader said that recently, "during a press conference with 
foreign correspondents, General Pinochet referred to him in terms that 
were both damaging to his person as well as to opposition politicians and 
organizations in general." 


According to Salazar, the chief executive had characterized him as "a 
young man who is as rotten as other politicians," a statement that he said 
he obtained from one of the foreign correspondents who was present at the 
press conference. 


Salazar added, "the chief executive's remarks reflect his manner of coping 
with the opposition, which runs from personal detraction to the physical 
insecurity of those who lead the opposition parties." 


The JDC leader said that he at least expected to get a ruling or to 

obtain guidance from the courts "concerning the conduct and attitude that 
should be observed by persons who function in the political arena, esxpecially 
those who assume higher responsibilities." 


The demand will be sponsored by attorneys Adolfo Zaldivar and Sergio 
Arellano. 


Mobilization 


Miguel Salazar called on the Christian Democratic Youth "to remain vigilant 
in view of recent threats by General Pinochet to carry out, if he deemed 
it necessary, a new llth of September." 


He said that "this unheard-of declaration justified what the Democratic 
Alliance had stated some time ago, in the sense that while Pinochet remains 
in office, any attempt at dialogue or a return to democracy in Chile would 


be impossible. Furthermore," he added, "it reveals his intention of staying 
in power beyond 1989," 
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He said that "General Pinochet's statements once and for all clarify the 
political picture. The nation should now demand, during the protest demon- 
stration on 4 and 5 September, the immediate resignation of the chief of 
state, and it should demand that the armed forces definitely assume a genuine 
patriotic role, realizing that to the degree that they remain compromised by 

a regime such as General Pinochet's, there is no possibility of a rational 

and peaceful return to democracy. The armed forces," he added, "will bear the 
responsibility for any violent outcome that may take place in the country." 


12674 
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CHILE 


URBAN RENEWAL, RURAL HOUSING MEASURES ANNOUNCED 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 23 Aug 84 pp A-1, A-10 


[Text] Housing and Urbanization Minister Miguel Angel Poduje announced 
yesterday that a bill to promote urban renewal will soon be introduced. 
The bill is aimed at the rehabilitation of major structures in the cities 
by means of various tax incentives. 


He pointed out that in the next few days President Pinochet will subscribe 
to the appropriate instrument, and that this measure will make it possible 
to erradicate the urban deterioration problems affecting structures in 
various cities, as is the case of Santiago. 


The state secretary also emphasized the good reception given to the so- 
called Savings Book for Housing, a system that began 2 months ago. He said 
that there are now a total of 30,000 such accounts amounting to 1.2 billion 
pesos, 


He also said that the average value of the basic dwellings has decreased 
from 190 to 158 development units in the latest bidding. This, he 
stressed, has made it possible to build 3,700 dwellings instead of 3,200. 


The official, who made an extensive evaluation of the gains made and the 
outlook for the sector before the Economic and Social Council yesterday 
morning at the Diego Portales Building, also announced the opening of a 
rural subsidy program on the 27th of this month, an initiative that is 
included in the triennial program. 


He pointed out that for this purpose there are 180,000 development units 
and that, in coordination with the Ministry of Agriculture, there are 
plans to award 1,000 subsidies in 1984, a figure that will rise to 2,000 
in 1985 and 3,000 in 1986. 


He added that today or tomorrow he will provide details about the initiative, 
a measure which aims at resolving the rural housing problem. 


Housing Shortage 


The official also announced that in the next month and a half 20,000 
dwellings will be built in the nation and that in the same period, 18,000 
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housing subsidies will be awarded, while 6,000 credits will be stabilized 
to finance housing units. 


Referring to the housing shortage, Minister Poduje said that it now approxi- 
mates 750,000 houses, adding that 85 percent of those persons who lack 
housing now have available to them various mechanisms that have been imple- 
mented to give them access to decent housing. 


The official emphasized that his ministry will pursue the policy of employ- 
ing private resources to implement the program. 


He said that “our action, without any question, cannot be based solely on 
the state allocation of budget funds year after year. This is not the way. 
The funds should be allocated by the market and private enterprise should 
be the great motor of the country." 


Following his remarks, the housing minister was questioned about the bill 
to promote urban renewal, and he pointed out that "we believe that useable 
shells, old homes having a solid and integral infrastructure, can be re- 
newed, converted to new units or placed on the market." 


He added that "they are so close to the civic and work or banking centers 


that we really believe that it would be a costly loss if we fail to tackle 
this problem." 


12674 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC GROWTH--The Chilean economy grew by more than six per- 

cent in the first half of this year, according to the latest figures 
reported by the Department of National Accounts of the Central Bank which 
were made availabie to ECONOMIA Y NEGOCIOS. The final figures indicate 

that the Gross National Product was 6.5 percent higher in the period 
January-June of this year than it was for the same period in 1984. Sources 
indicated that the rate of increase in this activity surpassed projections 
that the economic team had delivered earlier to the International Monetary 
Fund. In terms of quarters, the agreements with the IMF estimated a GNP 
growth of 4.1 percent in the period January-March, and of approximately 

5.1 percent for the period April-June. According to the Central Bank, actual 
results far exceeded these projections, inasmuch as the figures show a growth 
in the Chilean economy of more than 6 percent in the first quarter, and, 

even more than 7 percent in the second quarter (the level may rise to 7.8 
percent). It should be pointed out that all the figures show an increase 

in economic activity in comparison with the same period in 1983. According 

to these estimates, even if the economy should stagnate in the last half 

of this year, just by maintaining the same level of activity attained in the 
January-June period, the increase in the GNP of the Chilean economy for the 
entire year of 1984, would exceed the 4 percent projected by the authori- 
ties. The information that has been received indicates that the Central 

Bank will soon report the official figures in this regard. [Text] 

[Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 23 Aug 84 p B-1] 12674 


GERMAN-BUILT SUBMARINE DELIVERED--The new submarine "Thomson" will arrive 

at 1100 hours next Friday, 31 August, at berth E of the Valparaiso pier 

The submarine was built for the Chilean Navy at the Howaldswerk-Deutsche Werk 
A.G. shipyard in the FRG port of Kiel. This was confirmed yesterday in an 
official navy statement which added that the principal features of the sub- 
marine are: displacement on the surface--1,180 tons; submerged--1,185 tons; 
length--183 feet; beam--20 feet. It is armed with 8 torpedo-launching 
tubes, 21 inches in size and it is propelled by two 5,000-horsepower 
diesel-electric MIU engines. It is capable of attaining a speed of 10 knots 
on the surface and up to 22 knots submerged. The type 209 unit will join 
the submarine force at the Talcahuano operations center which is commanded 
by Rear Adm Osvaldo Schwarzenberg Stegmaier. Frigate Capt Roman Fritis 
Perez has been assigned as commander of the submarine "Thomson." Another 
similar submarine to be called "Simpson" is under construction at the same 
Shipyard. [Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 24 Aug 84 p C-9] 12674 
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COLOMBIA 


BETANCUR URGES DEACTIVATION OF FOREIGN DEBT ‘TIME BOMB' 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 31 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 7-A 
[Article by Felio Augusto Plazas] 


[Text] Cali, 30 August--President Belisario Betancur asserted today that 
Latin America should continue insisting on formulas that will bring down 


interest rates, extend payment periods and expand the flow of positive re- 
sources toward the region. 


"I have no doubt that if we do not deactivate the international indebtedness 
time bomb, the consequences could be similar to those of the great depression 
of the 1930s, when the economic imbalance significantly aggravated the politi- 
cal instability of various countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America," said 
the chief of state at the opening today of the seminar on Latin American 
Development Alternatives, which delegates from 20 nations are attending. 


President Betancur indicated that if the region had had adequate terms of 
trade, normal interest rates and free access to the industrialized countries' 
markets, "the problem of the debt would be very different, and we would not 
today be net exporters of capital. This situation clearly cannot last, 


although the decent thing might be to continue underwriting the United States’ 
fiscal deficit." 


He noted that according to figures compiled by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA), in 1983 Latin 
America transferred abroad more than $28 billion, which represents more than 3 
percent of the gross domestic product. "This indicator is very telling if it 
is used as a thermometer of financial cooperation from north to south. One 
wonders whether the economic development of countries such as the United 
States would have been possible with an abnormal transfer of resources such as 
this," he added. 


The chief of state referred to a document by ECLA Executive Secretary Enrique 
Iglesias, and stated that it sets forth three objectives that should be 
contained in the new strategies: efficiency, equity and autonomy. "These 
three goals are highly desirable, and we Latin Americans must realize that the 
most direct way to achieve them is through the integration of our efforts. 
Efficiency is easier to accomplish with a market of more than 350 million 
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inhabitants; the same goes for autonomy. And if the conditions for efficiency 
are present, then there will be more resources available for social programs 
(health, housing, education), which are essential for improving the distribu- 
tion of income," noted Betancur. 


The meeting on development alternatives for Latin America will be in session 
at the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) in Palmira, until 
next Sunday. 


Here are some excerpts from President Betancur's speech: 


"I would like to congratulate the University of the Andes, the United Nations, 
and the joint study program on International Relations in Latin America (RIAL) 
for taking the initiative to sponsor this introspection into our recent his- 
tory, expectations and trends. At a time when Latin America is undergoing one 
of the most difficult periods since the great depression of the 1930s, it is a 
good idea to reflect on the political and economic evolution of the subconti- 
nent and its medium- and long-term prospects. " 


Foreign Debt and Democracy 


"During the great depression of the 30s, the economic imbalance significantly 
aggravated the political instability of various countries in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. There were coups and civil wars. I have no doubt that if we 
do not deactivate the international indebtedness time bomb, the consequences 
could be similar. Therefore, we must continue to insist on formulas that 
bring down interest rates, extend payment periods and expand the net flow of 
resources toward Latin America. In a talk I gave in October 1983 in New York 
before more than 500 U.S. bankers and industrialists, I remarked that the 
compensation resources available from the International Monetary Fund are 
insufficient, and that this mechanism should be expanded to cover the rise in 
interest rates above normal levels. In the final analysis, developing coun- 
tries cannot control what happens to their terms of trade, much less fluctua- 
tions in the prime rate. The expansion of the Fund would help us overcome the 
problems stemming from the instability of these exogenous variables. 


"The fact that the crisis is not an isolated phenomenon in one country or 
another, but a general crisis, works against the stability of the inter- 
national financial system and renders inoperative traditional corrective meas- 
ures. Adjustment policies are aimed at requiring the debtor nations to make 
internal corrections that the United States itself should make in order to 
eliminate the cause of the overall disequilibrium." 


Unstudied Laboratory 


"The fact is that neither the import substitution model nor the experimental 
neoliberal model have provided sufficient protection against the crisis. From 
these two models we should learn the lessons that will enable us to find a 
happy medium between government intervention and free private initiative. 
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"There is such cultural and regional diversity in Latin America that therein 
lies a laboratory which, although literature and art have perceived and 
expressed it intuitively, has not yet been studied and defined by Latin 
American intellectuals. Consequently, it has not been able to serve as a 
basis for political transformation. In this regard, the increase in economic 
and social research from a comparative standpoint in Latin America should be a 
common objective in order to improve the models that we have utilized to date. 
To the present, development models have excluded the political dimension of 
development. This is not something that should be ignored. There is a strong 
enough correlation between democracy and development, between public liberties 
and the ability to find solutions to incorrect technical decisions, that we 
should speak frankly of how limited purely economic views of development are 
if they do not consider political contexts. One might even be tempted to 
state that the first step toward the economic transformation of Latin America 
is the transformation of its political and social structures." 
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COLOMBIA 





UNEMPLOYMENT DOWN IN BOGOTA, CALI, BARRANQUILLA 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 23 Aug 84 p 17-A 


[Text] The unemployment rate in Bogota, Barranquilla, Cali and Medellin fell 
by 13.6 percent between March and June of this year, while that of Bucara- 
manga, Manizales and Pasto rose from 11.8 to 12.8 percent. 


The National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE), in a report on 
unemployment and the labor force in seven cities of the country, noted that in 
Barranquilla and Soledad this index dropped from 14.4 percent in March to 13.6 
percent in June. The highest unemployment rate in recent years was registered 
in June 1983, 15.2 percent. 


In Barranquilla itself, the rate fell from 14.4 to 13.3 percent in the 2 
months being compared; its highest rate was also in June 1983, 14.7 percent. 


In the Special District of Bogota the decline in the unemployment rate was 
from 12.6 percent in March to 12.3 percent in June; the former rate was the 
highest in recent years. In the Cali-Yumbo metropolitan area, the jobless 
rate fell from 13.5 to 13 percent, and in Cali, from 13.4 to 12.9 percent. 


In the Valle de Aburra metropolitan area the rate rose from 17.1 to 17.7 
percent between March and June; that area's highest rate was in June 1983, 
with 18.3 percent. Medellin's unemployment rate went from 18.3 to 19.4 
percent between March and June, and that city's highest rate was also recorded 
in June of last year: 19.3 percent. 


In an overall calculation including Bogota, Cali, Medellin and Barranquilla, 
the DANE indicates that the unemployment rate in these four cities dropped 
from 13.6 percent in March to 13.5 percent in June 1984. This recovery in 
employment, not yet very substantial, could be the result of the reactivation 
of industries in these cities. 


The overall rate for the cities of Bucaramanga, Manizales and Pasto rose from 
11.8 to 12.8 percent during the same 4-month period; Bucaramanga went from 
10.2 to 10.9 percent, Manizales from 16.4 to 16.9 percent, and Pasto from 
11.8 to 12.7 percent. The highest jobless rate for the latter city was 
recorded in March 1983, with 13.7 percent. 
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COLOMBIA 


SURVEY SHOWS WAGES INCREASING MORE THAN COST OF LIVING 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 25 Aug 84 p 5-B 


[Article by German Navarrete] 


[Text] In the last 7 years, the wages of organized Colombian workers have 
been raised by employers faster than the cost of living has gone up, as a 
result of the pacts and collective bargaining agreements negotiated with the 
unions affiliated with the Union of Colombian Workers (UTC), the Confederation 
of Colombian Workers (CTC), the Trade Union Confederation of Colombian Workers 
(CSTC), or the General Confederation of Labor (CGT), or independent unions. 


This was revealed by the seventh national survey conducted by the Colombian 
Association of Chiefs of Industrial Relations and Personnel (ACRIP). The poll 
looked at trends in wages, social benefits and other labor factors for 218,800 
workers on the payrolls of 224 of the largest and most important national 
businesses and international firms headquartered in this country. 


The study was sent to President Belisario Betancur through Labor Minister 
Oscar Salazar Chavez, and its conclusions will be used as a frame of reference 
during the deliberations that will take place soon under the sponsorship of 
the National Wage Council and the National Labor Council, involving the trade 
unions, the labor federations and the government. 


ACRIP is a private scientific and professional entity to which nearly 1,000 
firms with the largest number of employees and the highest sales volumes 

in the country belong. In the last 7 years it has produced an annual survey. 
The seventh one, released to EL TIEMPO yesterday, provides details about the 
behavior of all the factors that influence wages and employment in the rural 
and urban areas, in the manufacturing, banking, marketing chain, electricity, 
health, services and agroindustry sectors. 


The complex and voluminous data yielded by the surveys, reflecting the beha- 
vior of the labor factors of the 218,800 workers distributed among 137 dif- 
ferent occupations, were translated into simple tables and graphs by a group 
of experts from the Universidad Javeriana, under the leadership of the dean of 
the Industrial Engineering School, Evilario Navarro, and with the aid of 
computers. 











Wage Increases 


The most important trend revealed by the ACRIP study in comparing the informa- 
tion gathered between 1977 and 1983 was the way businesses have been increas- 


ing their employees’ wages at rates higher than the annual cost of living 
increases. 


To illustrate this phenomenon, the experts used the year 1977 as a base of 100 
for all comparisons. They gathered systematized data over the last 7 years 
for thousands of firms surveyed in the industrial centers of Bogota, Medellin, 
Cali, Cartagena, Manizales, Pereira, Barranquilla, Bucaramanga and Duitama. 


ACRIP reached the aforementioned conclusion, comparing reports on wages and 
cost of living as follows: 


1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

White-collar 

Wages 6,700 8,040 10,074 13,247 17,221 22,387 18,767 
Annual 

Variation 20.0% 25.3% 31.52 30.0% 30.0% 28.5% 

Index of 

Variation 

(Base: 1977) 100.0 120.0 150.4 197.7 257.0 334.2 429.4 
Blue-collar 

Wages 3,750 4,800 6,150 8, 460 11,010 14,580 18,660 
Annual 

Variation 28.0% 28.1% 37.6% 30.1% 32.42% 28 .0% 

Index of 

Variation 

(Base: 1977) 100.0 128.0 164.0 225.6 293.5 388 .6 497.5 
Minimum Wage 1,770 2,340 3,450 4,500 5, 700 7,410 9,240 
Annual 

Variation 32.2% 47.42 30.42% 26.7% 30.0% 24.72% 
Index of 

Variation 

(Base: 1977) 100.0 132.2 144.9 254.1 321.9 418.5 521.9 
Cost of Living 

(Base: 1977) 100.0 118.5 152.6 192.2 242.7 301.2 351.2 
Annual 

Variation 18.52 28 .82% 25.9% 26.3% 24.1% 16.62 
8926 
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COLOMBIA 


MONETARY BOARD ADOPTS RELIEF MEASURES FOR BANKS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 30 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 10-B 


[Text] Last night the Monetary Board adopted a series of important measures 
to give the banking sector more liquidity, increase the profitability of its 
investments, and facilitate the process of stock diversification of the 
financial system. 


At the same time, it decided to give new impetus to the democratization of 
bank ownership by raising to 30 billion pesos the funding available for the 
18-percent loans for the purchase of shares in these entities. 


The measures taken by the Monetary Board are as follows: 


1. The reserve requirement is lowered two points; in other words, the amount 
the banks must keep frozen in the Bank of the Republic is reduced from 0.45 to 
0.43 pesos for every peso they receive in demand deposits and 30-day deposits. 
This is equivalent to freeing up 5 billion pesos. 


2. The three points the Monetary Board had set aside at the beginning of the, 
year to finance the liquidation of assets received by the banks as payments of 
debts, is reduced to one point. 


3. Banks may invest up to the equivalent of seven points of the reserve 
requirement in new bonds to be issued by the Bank of the Republic, with 
interest rates of between 18 and 20 rercent. This yield will improve banks' 
profits by 3.5 billion pesos a year. 


4, The proceeds from the new bond issues, approximately 20 billion pesos, 
will go to the funds for promoting the capitalization and democratization of 
the banking sector. 


5. The loans from the Democratization Fund may also be used for the purchase 
of bonds, which must be converted into shares. The bonds must be issued by 
the banks. 


6. The amount of bonds sold to new investors will be counted as part of the 
banks' capital and reserves, to expand their credit possibilities and their 
liabilities to the public. 








Previously, the government had set up the fund in the Bank of the Republic to 
democratize ownership of banks with 10 billion pesos. So far, a little over 
50 percent of the fund has been spent, 


Of the peso-value of the three points that were initially earmarked for 
financing the liquidation of assets received in payment, which represents 8 
billion pesos, only about 100 million has been spent. 


The funds for capitalizing and democratizing bank ownership have been yielding 


18 percent, and the payment period has been 3 years. These terms shall not be 
modified. 


Finance Minister Speaks 


"Up to the equivalent of seven points of the reserve requirement will be 
replaced by issuing new investment securities, which will improve banks' 
profits," stated Finance Minister Roberto Junguito Bonnet. 


In turn, "the resources allocated in this way will be transferred to the 
Capitalization of banks," he added. 


"The goal is to open or change the fund called for in the Monetary Board's 
Resolution 42 (fund for the democratization of bank ownership) so that the 
banks can be capitalized by this means. Basically, the regulation is being 
made more flexible," noted the minister. 


The financial system has been beset by the effects of the economic recession. 
Commitments or debts of doubtful recovery and debts payable today represent 
more than 120 percent of the banks' capital and reserves. 


The debtors were unable to pay because their sales fell, production plummeted, 
yields followed the same route, and ultimately many had to unload their assets 
in order to pay their debts. 


The Monetary Board tried to stimulate the liquidation of these assets by 
Setting aside three points of the reserve requirement for giving credit to 
potential purchasers of such property. 


The use of the resources derived from the three points has been very limited, 
not even 100 million pesos. Thus, the banks have a lot of money tied up in 
these assets, there has not been enough portfolio rotation, their credit 
potential has been reduced along with their yields, and naturally, this has 
also affected the economy's ability to recover. 


In addition, the banks' reserves have been maintained. Part of the mandatory 
investments (such as the investments to be made with the aforementioned seven 
reserve points) improved their yields, going from 8 to 15 percent per year for 
Class A agriculture bonds. 


All things considered, the financial system has not recovered. Minister 
Junguito Bonnet stated that the Monetary Board will issue the necessary 





resolutions over the next few hours, specifying more clearly the details of 
the measures adopted and their scope. 
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COLOMBIA 


OIL RESERVES IN CRAVO NORTE PLACED AT 290 MILLION BARRELS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 17 Aug 84 p 5-B 


[Text] The oil reserves discovered in the area of the Cravo Norte association 
contract (five wells to date) amount to 290 million barrels. 


The Ministry of Mines and the Colombian Petroleum Enterprise (ECOPETROL) 
reported, furthermore, that the auxiliary works to the drilling will require 


millions of pesos to build the entire infrastructure for exploiting the 
reserves, 


The largest investment will be in the oil pipeline, which will take the crude 
to refining sites. The cost will be US $300 million, and the pipeline will 


extend 300 kilometers, across the Cordillera Oriental. The terms of the 
respective contract will be defined today. 


In the area of the Cravo Norte wells, giant storage tanks with a capacity of 
150,000 barrels each will be installed. 





The pipeline will have a capacity of 90,000 barrels per day. 


As has already been reported, proven production in these deposits is 95,000 
barrels per day. 


ECOPETROL released the potential output of each of the five wells, and their 
projected production levels as of 1986. 


Proven Reserves 


Cano Limon La Yuca Matanegra Total 
56.0 96.0 138.0 290.0 


Projected Production 


Year KB/D KB/D KB/D KB/D 
] 18.4 31.5 45.0 94.9 
2 18.4 31.5 45.0 94.9 
3 F 30.0 43.0 90.5 
4 16.0 27.4 39.5 82.9 
5 15.0 25.7 37.0 77.7 
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Projected Production 


Year KB/D KB/D KB/D KB/D 
6 12.9 22.1 32.0 67.0 
7 11.4 19.5 28.0 58.9 
8 9.8 16.5 24.0 50.3 
9 8.4 14,2 20.5 43.1 

10 7.1 12.2 17.5 36.8 

11 5.8 10.0 14,3 30.1 

12 4.8 8.2 11.8 24.8 

13 3.9 6.6 9.5 20.0 

14 2.6 4.5 6.0 13.1 

15 2.0 3.4 5.0 10.4 


Cano, Limon, La Yuca and Matanegra Production Fields 
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COLOMBIA 


COAL DISCOVERY IN CORDOBA; STATUS OF CERREJON PROJECT 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 29 Aug 84 p 8-A 


[Text] A major coal deposit was discovered in the jurisdication of Monteli- 
bano, Cordoba, reported Colombian Coal, Inc. (CARBOCOL). 


The CARBOCOL Board of Directors authorized exploration contracts for a 600- 
kilometer area in Alto San Jorge to determine the extent and quality of the 
deposit. 


CARBOCOL President Enrique Danies stated that the work requires an investment 
of 536 million pesos; the World Bank is to contribute the equivalent of US 
$9.5 million. 


"The Board," he added, "decided to explore the department of Cordoba for coal 
deposits. Soon we will be signing the pertinent contracts, which means that 
we are covering the entire national territory to develop CARBOCOL's ob jec- 
tives." 


This decision was agreed upon last weekend in La Guajira, where the CARBOCOL 
Board of Directors met under the leadership of Minister of Mines and Ener gy 
Alvaro Leyva Duran. 


All coal projects will be reviewed, and a general inspection will be made of 
programs being carried out in the central and northern zones of El Cerrejon. 


The Board awarded a contract for the transportation of coal from the central 
zone to various ports on the Atlantic coast beginning next September, when 
production will reach 125,000 tons per month, 


Regarding the financial status of the project in the northern zone of El 
Cerrejon, Danies stated that "it is healthy," although he admitted that "it 
costs a lot of money and we still need to obtain external funding in the 
amount of $550 million." 


"We are working on that, and we are very hopeful of obtaining the resources," 
added the official. 


At the same time, he asserted that the plan for advance exports of coal from 
this area in the first quarter of 1985 will definitely be carried out. He 
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stated that in January or February the first 3,000 tons of the product will be 


shipped to foreign markets from an advance shipment dock to be built on the 
Caribbean coast. 


60% of Cerrejon Project Executed 


The infrastructure of the project in La Guajira is 60 percent completed, 
according to the technical report submitted to the government by the firms 
that are participating in the association contract, CARBOCOL for the Colombian 
Government and INTERCOR [expansion unknown] for the foreign side. 


The construction stage of the project requires an investment of more than $3 
billion, which must be contributed in equal shares. It includes the infra- 
structure of the mine, the 150-kilometer railroad between the mine and the 
shipping port, and the coal port known as Simon Bolivar. 


According to this report, 59 percent of the projects at the maritime terminal 
are physically completed; 85 percent of the railroad is done, and 51 percent 
of the mine. 


One of the most significant advances in this project is the railroad, which 
will transport the coal from the mine in Albania to Puerto Bolivar for final 
shipment. 


The railroad is expected to be completed before the end of October, given its 
current rate of construction (1.5 kilometers per day) and the laying of rails. 


Three locomotives will pull 98 cars, with a capacity of 10 tons of coal per 
trip. 


It should be noted that the train has been operating since construction began 
on the railroad: 450 meters of rails have been loaded onto 26 empty cars to 
be transported to the construction site. This speeds up the work. 


The rails, each one 25 meters long, are taken to Puerto Bolivar, where they 
are subjected to a high-temperature joining process until they are 450 meters 
long. After that long rail is put together, it is placed on the railroad 
cars, which take it to the site where it will be installed. 


A series of vital projects is practically completed, including the two silos, 
whose capacity is 10,000 tons of coal each. 


A prestigious Colombian engineering firm built them in a record time of 90 
days. Each one is 72 meters high and 21 meters wide. There the product will 
be stored until it is loaded into the train cars automatically as they pass 
by. 


Approximately 3,000 tons of coal per day is being taken out of the mine and 


transported to the storage site, where about 400,000 tons is already waiting 
to be taken to the port. 
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The initial portion of the mine, to a depth of about 30 meters, is being 
worked now, but the goal is to get down to 250 meters, where the highest 
quality reserves are believed to be located. 


Whether connected with the project or not, all are amazed at the modern 
technological advances that are being put into practice on this project. 


It could be said that the most sophisticated heavy engineering equipment in 


the world is in place in La Guajira now: three front-end loaders have been 
assembled, and a fourth is being outfitted by Exxon employees. 


Each one costs approximately $5 million, and weighs 1,000 tons. The 
excavating capacity is such that three "shovelfuls" can fill a 150-ton 
dump truck. 


There are 23 of these giant dump trucks on the project, of which 11 are 
operating and 13 are awaiting spare parts from abroad. 


Some $15 million must be invested each year in explosives of varying qualities 
and capacities. 


When an explosion is going to take place, all activity in the mine for several 
kilometers around is halted. The American technicians are extremely careful 
about security measures. 
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DOMINICA 


PARTIES PREPARE FOR PORTSMOUTH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 27 Jul 84 p 2 


[Text] Some 1,700 voters are scheduled to go to the polls in Portsmouth on 
August 7 to choose a five-member Town Council. 


The outgoing Town Council was run by the opposition United Dominica Labour 
Party (UDLP) who are fielding a full slate of candidates headed by party 
leader and parliamentarian Michael Douglas and the Mayor of Portsmouth, 
Renwick Jean Pierre. 


They face a challenge from the nationally ruling Dominica Freedom Party 
(DFP) who have nominated a full list of candidates for the five seats and 
one member of the Democratic Progressive Force (DFP), Allan Wallace. 


In the last Town Council elections in 1981, all the seats were won by UDLP 
candidates. 


The DFP, beaten in Portsmouth in the national election in 1980, did not 
contest the Town Council election. 


Michael Douglas, who has held the Portsmouth seat in Parliament for the 
last three terms, has accepted the challenge. 


"Any gain by the Freedom Party in elections in Portsmouth, local or national, 
would be seen as a weakening of the stronghold of labour," he has told the 
media. 


He sees the Portsmouth elections as "the first battle in the war that is to 
be fought in the coming election year" between the ruling party and what has 
emerged as a labour coalition. 


The Labour Party of Dominica, headed by O.J. Seraphin, declined to contest 
the Portsmouth Poll and are reported as giving the UDLP its support on the 
political platforms. 


The DFP are expected to state their position on the Portsmouth poll on 
Sunday during the party convention at Marigot. 
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Candidates nominated are: 
United Dominica Labour Party 


Clentina Benjamin, Michael Douglas, Renwick Jean Pierre, Irving S. Knight, 
Elijah Peter. 


Dominica Freedom Party 


Cletus Angol, Josephine Bethel, Joseph Duverney, Owen Edwards, Margaret 
Lawrence, 


Democratic Progressive Force 
Allan Wallace 


Polling stations will be at St John's School, Portsmouth Government School, 
the home of Mr Augustus John Lewis, Glanvillia, and the home of Mrs Petra 
Baron, Lagoon. 


The presiding officers will be Mr Maurice Joseph, Mr Rufus Dyer, Mr Vivian 
Corbette, Mr Marshall Lawrence and Mr Sanford Hyacinth. 


Counting of the votes will take place at the Town Council office. 


[Editor's Note: The 18 August issue of the Castries CRUSADER in English, 
page 7, carried the following report on the UDLP's Portsmouth town council 
victory: ] 


The entire Cabinet of Dominica's Government campaigned for the Portsmouth 
Town Council Elections on August 7th in Dominca. Prime Minister Eugenia 
Charlies made three campaign visits to the area and even Bishop Boghaert's 
two well-timed engatements in Portsmouth around the election-time did not 
help the ruling Freedom Party to win a seat. 


Three Parties contested the election for five seats on the Portsmouth Town 
Council-- The ruling Freedom Party of Prime Minister Charles, the United 
Dominica Labour Party headed by Michael Douglas and the D.P.F. headed by 
Lennard "Pappy" Baptiste. Out of a total of 5423 votes the results were 
as follows: 


Michael Douglas (UDL?) 663; Renwick Jn Pierre (UDLP) 626; Irvin Knight (UDLP) 


616; Elijah Peter (UDLP) 614; Cietina Benjamin (UDLP) 612; Josephine Bethel 
(Freedom) 472; Joseph Duvernez (Freedom) 467; Cletus Angol (Freedom) 440; 
Margaret Lawrence (Freedom) 431; Allan Wallace (DPF) 40. 


The General Secretary of the UDLP Rosie Douglas commenting on the victory 
said that it was "a strong rejection of the policies of the Freedom Party 
as far as their economic policy and land reform is concerned. It is also a 


rejection of the ruling Party's treatment of the Youth and the militarisation 


of Dominica." 


CSO: 3298/1104 
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DOMINICA 


BUSINESSMEN EVALUATE GOVERNMENT'S FISCAL POLICY 
DAIC Appraisal 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 29 Jun 84 p 3 


[Text] The Dominica Association of Industry and Commerce (DAIC) has compli- 
mented Government on its financial management of the country but noted that 
the Agricultural Industrial and Development (AID) Bank should be more 
accommodating in relation to industrial expansion. 


In a statement issued this week the DAIC which is the main private sector 
organisation here also said that there was need for an increase in the 
disbursement of development funds. 


In her budget address Miss Charles told Parliament that since 1980 the AID 
Bank has disbursed over EC $9 million into the economy and that the bank's 
investment in industry is gaining increasing importance rising from 29 percent 
of total disbursement in 1980 to 60 percent of total disbursement in 1983. 


"As a result of this strategy many persons who would otherwise have depended 
on Government for direct employment are now self-employed in their own 
productive enterprises" she said. 


But the DAIC, in its one paragraph statement issued after the executive 
reviewed the budget, noted that the private sector compliments the Prime 
Minister for her sound financial management and while we agree that some 
increase in the disbursement of development funds is needed we are of the 
opinion that the policy of the AID Bank should be more accommodating to 
further expand the industrialization process." 


The private sector investment in the economy in 1983 showed an increase with 
investment in the manufacturing sector moving by 62.5 percent from 3.8 
million EC dollars in 1982 to 6.2 million dollars last year. 


The businessmen are also involved in providing 30,000 sq ft of new factory 
space adding "from all indications this trend is expected to accelerate." 
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Higher Vehicle Taxes 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 27 Jul 84 p 3 


[Text] Parliament this week approved the 50 percent increase in taxation on 
motor vehicles and licences as announced in the budget last month. 


A Bill to amend the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordinance tabled by 
Prime Minister Eugenia Charles was passed without amendment. 


Miss Charles said that the increase in taxation was to accommodate an expan- 
sion of the Road Rehabilitation Project in which funds allocated for road 
maintenance are increased by 10 percent each year. 


She also noted that the new tax level may alsw cut down on the number of new 
cars imported into the island. Last month alone, 102 cars found their way 
to Dominican ports. 


Dominicans will now have to pay $40 for a driver's licence and $30 for a 
learner's. Registration for motor vehicles and trailers are set at $50, 
and examination for the granting or renewal of licences for cars and 
trailers will cost $20 and $10, respectively. 


The driver's test and certificate of competence will now cost $75, and the 
replacement of licences or certificates stands at $30. 


Prime Minister Charles said that she was sure the Dominican people would 
understand the necessity for such an increase if the improvement and 
construction of roads is to continue. 


Douglas Criticism 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 27 Jul 84 p 3 


[Text] Mike Douglas, M.P. for Portsmouth, has accused the Government of 
being "by the rich, of the rich, for the rich." 


Mr Douglas was protesting a proposed 50 percent taxation increase in the 
Motor Vehicles Ordinance presented at: the House of Assembly last Monday. 


Taxes, he said, should regulate the system and stimulate the economy. 
The proposed increase, however, were "punitive" measures taken against the 
people. 


"In every sphere of activity," he said, "the Prime Minister is always sure 
that the people won't mind paying a little more." However, it is the same 
people who are always paying a little more and, he asked, "where is the 
straw that will break the camel's back?" 


Douglas said that an increase in motor vehicle taxation will only increase 
fares for those who cannot afford the extra expense. 
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One of the conditions for the money granted for the road improvement project 
was that road repair and construction be increased by 10 percent, per annum. 
But the government was asking for a 50 percent increase in motor vehicle 

tax revenue. 


Mr Douglas went on to say that there is a "law for the rich and a law for 
the poor." He accused government ministers of accepting a "100 or 200 per- 
cent" increase in salary while Dominicans were being asked to pay more in 
taxes. 


It would not be so bad, he said, if the proposed taxes were an attempt to 
discourage the importation of "fancy cars" which are used as measuring stick 
for development. 


He noted that when Dominica emulated other countries, as it is wont to do, 
"we pick not the best features but the worst." 


Mr Douglas called upon the Government to resign or to call an election to 


"relieve the country of the burden and the mess which this Freedom Party has 
inflicted." 
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DOMINICA 


NWU DENIES UNION RIVALRY IN BANANA INDUSTRY 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 20 Jul 84 p 2 


[Text] Controversy over industrial relations in the banana industry went a 
step further this week with a letter to the NEW CHRONICLE from an officer 
of the National Workers’ Union denying its involvement in any union rivalry 
in the industry. 


The dispute became public with publication in last week's issue of a report 
from the Dominica Amalgamated Workers Union (DAWU) which stated among other 
things that General Secretary Frederick Joseph had written a Joseph Hunter, 
District Council Officer in Portsmouth, on the subject of job security. 


In his letter, Mr Joseph said he was "shocked further to find that not only 
had you (Mr Hunter) advised the workers to ignore the advice of the union 
but that you proceeded to strengthen your gross interference....by inviting 
Mr Fergus, an official of a rival union, the National Workers’ Union (NWU) 
to support your view that if the workers did not sign a document....they 
would lose not only their jobs but all accumulated benefits." 


Mr Fergus, First Vice-President and Field Officer of the NWU, has responded 
that such an allegation "is blatantly untrue, misleading and calculated at 
putting Mr Hunter's employment in jeopardy.” 


His letter added: "It must be emphatically stated that at no time has Mr 
Hunter or any other person employed, or otherwise involved in the banana 
industry, invited the National Workers' Union or union rivalry in the 
industry. Why is Mr A.F. Joseph so afraid?" 


If the workers at the boxing plant had full confidence in the DAWU, Mr 
Fergus wrote, they would not have sought the reaction, opinion and advice 
of the National Workers' Union on whether they should sign or refrain from 
signing the letter issued by the Dominica Banana Marketing Corporation 
(DBMC). 


He added: "After having read a personal copy of an already signed letter 
(issued by the DBMC), I compared same with Section 51 of the IRA 35/75 and 
Section 12 of Act No 1 of 1977 and in a very cool and plain manner, informed 
those who had asked for advice that there was nothing wrong in signing the 
letter, the letter itself having no contravention with the laws governing 
workers/empooyer relationship.” 
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This advice, he said, was very independent and considered to be in the best 
interest of the vital banana industry. 


Mr Fergus called on the corporation and the Attorney General to “avoid wasting 
time in conducting an investigation on the alleged violation of Section 62(1) 
of IRA 35/75 and instead concentrate on the apparent violation of Section 63(1) 
of the said act by the DAWU with a view to instituting the appropriate action 
called for against those who violate the relevant provision of the IRA 35/75." 


CSO: 3298/1104 
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BRIEFS 


LABOUR PARTY PROGRAM--The Dominica Labour Party has begun to gear itself for 
the next general election, due in July 1985. A communique from Secretary 
General Patrick R. John said the National Council met last week for five 

hours and approved the party's manifesto and programme. After reviewing 

party activities for the past 12 months, the Council passed three resolutions 
unanimously. The resolutions were: 1. Seeking through the Electoral Commis- 
Sion assistance from a team from the United Nations to oversee the forthcoming 
general election in Dominica. 2) Requesting the Government of Dominica to 
declare the rates paid to the various categories of workers engaged in its 
road programme; also to give a progress report on the Roseau-Hatton Garden 
Road and to clarify the reasons for the delays. 3) Maintaining that the 
natural resources belong to the State, and such resources must be exploited 

to the effective use and benefit of the people. The Council condemned the 
Freedom Party Government for passing over the natural resources of clay and 
potable water to the full control of use, production and benefits to 
foreigners instead of Dominicans. The Labour Party will shortly hold a 

series of constituency assemblies at which its respective candidates for the 
forthcoming general election will be announced. [Text] [Roseau THE NEW 
CHRONICLE in English 6 Jul 84 p 17] 
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GUYANA 


DETAILS OF BURNHAM'S GOVERNMENT, PNC PERSONNEL CHANGES 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLES in English 12 Aug 84 p 1 


[Text] President Forbes Burnham last night announced the retirement of 
Cde Ptolemy Reid as Prime Minister, Member of Parliament and General 
Secretary of the PNC, and the appointment of Cde Desmond Hoyte as the 
First Vice-President and Prime Minister. 


Cde Burnham also announced a wide-ranging reorganisation of the Cabinet 
and Party, appointing Vice-President Hamilton Green first Deputy Prime 
Minister; Vice-President Mohamed Shahabudeen a Deputy Prime Minister; 
Cde Ranji Chandisingh a Vice-President and a Deputy Minister and Cde 
Haslyn Parris a Deputy Prime Minister. 


In addition, Cde B. "Cammie™" Ramsaroop has been relieved of his duties as 
Vice-President, Parliamentary and State Affairs. 


New faces among the ministerial appointments are Malcolm Parris and Dr 
Simpson Da Silva. 


Cde Parris has been appointed Senior of Agriculture within the Vice-Presi- 
dency of Production. 


The following is the text of last night's announcement from the Office of 
the President: 


Cde L.F.S. Burnham, 0.E., S.C., Leader of the People's National Congress 
and President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, today (Saturday) 
announced a reorganisation of the Cabinet and the Party, which will take 
effect from Thursday, August 16, 1984. 


The retirement of Cde Dr P.A. Reid, 0O.E., M.P., as Prime Minister, Member 
of Parliament and General Secretary of the Party has been announced. 


He will, however, remain Deputy Leader and Chairman of the Central Execu- 


tive Committee of the Party. He has also been appointed Special Adviser 
to the President. 
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Cde H.D. Hoyte, S.C., M.P., has been appointed lst Vice-President and Prime 
Minister, retaining responsibility for Production. Cde Hoyte will also 
have direct responsibility for the Public Service Ministry and the Bauxite 
and Gold industries. 


Cde H. Rashid, M.P. remains Senior Minister, Energy and Mines, within the 
Vice-Presidency of Production. He has been appointed Chairman of the Energy 
Authority, and Chairman Designate of the Hydropower Authority soon to be 
established. 


Cde Sallahuddin, M.P., has been appointed Senior Minister with responsi- 
bility for Forestry, within the Vice-Presidency of Production. 


Cde Dr Simpson Da Silva has been appointed Minister of Agriculture within 
the Vice-Presidency of Production. 


Cde Hamilton Green, M.P. Vice-President, Social Infrastructure, has been 
appointed lst Deputy Prime Minister. 


Cde Dr R. Van West-Charles, M.P., has been appointed Senior Minister 
Health and Public Welfare. 


Cde Malcolm Parris has been appointed Senior Minister of Education, Social 
Development and Culture, within the Vice-Presidency of Social Infrasturc- 
ture. 


Cde Yvonne Harewood-Benn, M.P. has been redesignated Minister in the 
Ministry of Education, Social Development and Culture, and will remain 
Minister of Information until the Ministry is reorganised into a Non- 
Profit Public Corporation. 


Cde Donald Ainsworth, M.P. has been redesignated Parliamentary Secretary, 
Youth, within the Ministry of Education, Social Development and Culture. 


Cde Dr M. Shahabuddeen, O.R., S.C., M.P., Vice-President and Attorney 
General, has been appointed a Deputy Prime Minister. Cde Dr Shahabuddeen 
has also been appointed Chairman of the General Council of the People's 
National Congress. 


Cde Ranji Chandisingh,M.P., has been appointed Vice-President, National 
Development, a Deputy Prime Minister, and General Secretary of the People's 
National Congress. 


Cde Robert Corbin, M.P., remains Minister of National Mobilisation, 
responsible for Regional Development within the Vice-Presidency of National 
Development. 


Cde U. Johnson, M.P., has been redesignated Minister in the Ministry of 
National Development. Cde Johnson retains the post of Assistant General 
Secretary of the People's National Congress. 





Cde Basdeo Bhaggan, M.P., has been redesignated Parliamentary Secretary in 
the Ministry of National Development. 


Cde Haslyn Parris, the Chief Planner has been appointed a Deputy Prime 
Minister. 


Cde Jeffrey Thomas, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs, has had the responsi- 
bilities of Parliamentary Affairs added to his portfolio. 


Cde Carl Greenidge has been redesignated Minister of Finance, and will deal 
specifically with the Budget, the regulatory aspects of Finance, Trade and 
Consumer Protection, the Guyana State Corporation, and all International 
Financial Institutions with which there are established relationships. 


The Department of International economic Co-operation now falls within the 
portfolio of the President. 


Cde B. Ramsaroop, M.P., has been relieved of his duties as Vice-President, 
Parliamentary and State Affairs, in order to permit him to concentrate on 
the strengthening of the Party in his capacity as Chairman of the Party 
Sub-Committee for Party Affairs and Mass Organisation. 


Cde Gowkarran Sharma, Secretary for the Party Affairs and Mass Organisation, 
has been promoted to Senior Executive Secretary in the People's National 


Congress. 


Cde Patrick Denny has been appointed Secretary for the Sub-Committee for 
National Orientation and International Relations. 


Certain other and consequential changes and adjustments in the Government, 
Party, and Public Sector will be announced later. 


CSO: 3298/1087 
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PNC, PPP SHARE PLATFORM AT ABOLITION DAY CEREMONY 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 2 Aug 84 ppl, 5 


[Text ] 


_GUYANESE stood 
united and _ strong 
yesterday as the ruling 


People’s National 


platform. | 

The occasion was 8 big 
rally at Public Buildings at 
which the feature address 
wes given by President 
Forbes Burnham. The other 
main speaker was acting 
leader of the PPP, Cae. 


— will only be ours if we 
determine that we shall be 


free”, Cde. een = 
the lar ering from 

en ag 7 the Public 
Buildings. 

-He contended, __—i that 
whether it is on the 
economic, production or 
social front, “real freedom 
will only be ours if we 
determine that we shall be 
free and, st @ conscious 
level, wipe out (the) legacies 
of slavery and take an oath 
today that never again shall 


we be slaves... .” 

The mass rally, preceded 
by a march from 
Homestretch Avenue 
through Brickdam —- the 
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“Garden City’s’ first street of 
importance —tothe Public 
Buildings, was held to mark 
the official launching of.a 
four-year programme to 
commemorate the formal 
abolition of slavery 150 years 


ago. 
In his address to the Rally 


chaired by Education 
Minister and Chairman of 
the National Com- 
memoretion Commission, 
Code. Ranji Chandisingh, 
acting leader of the PPP 
Cde. Ram Karran noted 
that slavery was a 
“gruesome crime against 
humanity’. Guyanese, he 
added, should continue 
‘their struggles against al! 
forms of oppression. 

The struggle by the 
Guyanese Ere against 
oppression Cde. Ram Karran 
said, has never fost its 
momentum and there have 
been successes despite the 
imperialists’ continued quest 
for domination. 

Slavery, President Burn- 
ham noted in his one-hour 
address, which WAS 
broadcast live by the 
Guyane Broadcasting 
Corporation |(GBCL now 
engulfs the entire developing 
world particularly the ex- 
colonies, including Guyane. 

“In the same way as the 
slaves and the indentured 
labourers were brought 
from their respective homes 

and dominated by 
those who owned the 
piantations, even so those 
who now superintend the 
economies of the capitalist 
world look upon our 
countries as being obliged to 
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operate for their profit and 
benefits.”’ 

He pointed out that while 
we, the descendants of 
slaves, do not go around in 
chains, and today’s slave 
masters no longer can make 
our -mothers abort by 
beating them, they certainly 
can interfere with the future 
of our economy and the 
future of our children by 
international manipulation of 
prices and the economic and 
financial systems. 

_ In this regard, he repeated 
@ well known thesis of his: 
“Our way out of the im 
pending or threatening or 
actual slavery is through 
greater co-operation bet- 
ween the countries of the 
South or the developing 

He added: “Let us unr 
derstand that the 
ruthlessness of the 
slavemaster (before 
abolition) was physical but 
‘the ruthlessness of the 
slavemasters today is no less 
great (for) there has been 
set up an economic and 
financial system which was 


relevant in the 1940s and. 


those who run it today 
refuse to budge.” ; 
Some of us, he noted, 
have freed ourselves, think 
independently, are willing to 
carve niches for our country 
and are bent on establishing 
@ socialist society in Guyans. 
He lamented, however, 
that there are stil! others 


who harp back to “ancient. 


days” and who, lixé some of 
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the slaves who ergued on 
benalf of their masters that 
their masters should be paid 
more for them beceuse they 
were ae better class of 
chattel, argue how much 
they are worth. 


“Our reminiscence of that 
attitude is the attitude of 
those who, instead of 
staying to build Guyana, say 
that they ere worth more 
and migrate to be paid in 8 
lower and dehumanising 


job. 


Many senior public ser- 
vants, he noted, migrate and 
have to subject themselves 
to the dehumanisation of 
being bellhops and baggage 
boys. 

“Let us understand that . . 
. not only have all of us 
suffered from slavery but all 
of us have suffered from the 
most pernicious effects of 
slavery — the effect upon 
‘the mind”, Cde. Burnham 
told the gathering. 

Cde. Burnham noted that 
slavery was part of 8 system 
‘built upon the exploitation 
of others and that it was an 
adjunct of the capitalist 
system. 

He was very critical of 
what he referred to as “‘part 
of the conspiracy” whereby, 
the schools were used to 
“pack us with the lie’ that 
slavery was abolished 
because of the work of 
humanitariens like 
Wilberforce and Buxton. 


_According to the Sate. 
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Innided and Tobago Prime 
Minister Dr. Enc Wiliams, 
President Burnham noted, 
slavery in the Caribbean was 
‘ebolished because the in- 
Oustnalists had found that 
‘slaves in the Caribbean were 
interfering -ultimetely with 
the profitability of their 
industries. 


He was also very critical of 
“the Christianity which 
taught us that we were 
cursed before we were bom 
and what the good Lord 
curses, nO man can biess.”’ 
Earlier in the day, 
thousands of workers, 

hooichildren and military 
personnel assembied at 
‘Homestretch Avenue and 
the 1763 Monument ast 
Viissengen Road to begin 
the historic march to Public 
Buildings. 


Participants from all walks 


‘of life marched through the 


id not want to be 
ssociated with an 
rganisation which en- 


The march _ featured 
inners depicting the theme 
“The Formative Years 1834 


Human Development” and 
“Let the Struggle Con-. 
tinue”. Colou-ful buntings 
lined the route. — 


IK 1984 — 150 Years of 
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PPP ORGAN SPECULATES ABOUT IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH U.S. 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 Aug 84 p 4 


[Text] Are Guyana/US relations going through a period of thaw? There is 
much speculation on the subject due to recent pronouncements by Vice- 
T-esident Hamilton Green. 


During the accreditation ceremony last week for newly appointed US 
Ambassador to Guyana Clint Lauderdale, Green said he was conscious of the 
"tradition of amity" between the two countries. He pointed out that 
the relationship was founded on “mutual respect which exists between our 
two peoples and which has been a similar characteristic of our official 
relationship." 


These statements seem to be in contradiction to a war of words that started 
when the United States were accused of destabilising Guyana when it opposed 
Guyana’s application for an IDB loan for the MMA drainage and irrigation 
project and suspended two bilateral agreements. After the US invasion of 
Grenada, government officials have been claiming that Guyana would be 
invaded next. 


The last US Ambassador left Guyana about a year and latest statistics 
published in last week's Mirror show a downward trend in trade between 
Guyana and the United States. 


Green told the new envoy, Lauderdale, that he could be assured of the 
government's "full co-operation with your promised endeavour to strengthen 
relations.... " 


The promised endeavour referred to relates to what Lauderdale said about 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative, (CBI), which so far, does not include Guyana. 


Lauderdale said his government believes that the CBI could benefit Guyana 
and that the US is looking into what areas Guyana can be included. He 
expressed the hope that talks on this issue would commence shortly. 
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RAWLINGS VISIT BRINGS PLEDGE OF STRENGTHENED RELATIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Aug 84 p 4 


[Text ] a 
DIPLOMATIC in December 1981, and set account the legitimate 
relations between up a Provisional ere ee of the developing 
: Defence Council of whic world.”’ 
Guyana and Ghana will is Chairman, briefed Cae. in their talks on the global 
be strengthened and the Burnham on “the attempts political situation, Cde. 
two countries will of his government to Burnham and Fit. Lt. 
exchange views on consolidate the gains of the Rawlings: 
revolution.” * expressed concern over 
a Rey -- Cde. Burnham on the the growing militarisation 
ncem ° other hand, told the of entral America and 
towards - economic, Ghanaian leader of recent the Caribbean and said 
technical and cultural developments in Guyana, the region should be 
co-operation. including attempts to declared a Zone of Peace; 
These decisions were destabilise the economy, the * deplored attempts to 
: present situation In regard to undermine the 
taken during yesterday's the Guyana-Venezuela revolutionary process in 
officiat talks between controversy and govern- Nicaragua and paid tribute 
President Forbes ward's Cnene at = ~ the sacrifices ¢ the 
«ates self-sufficiency in ‘a icaraguan people in 
Bumham and visiting The two leaders have also defence of their national 
Ghanaian Head-of-State to work towards independence; 
Flight Lieutenant Jerry greater co-operation in * called for the immediate 
John Rawings. intemational fora, in par- self-determination for the 
The two leader met at the ticular the United Nations “people of Namibia under 
Presidential Office on and the Commonwealth.Both SWAPO; ~ 
Vlissengen Road. Talks countries are members of * called for an end to the 
extended far beyond the the Commonwealth of Iragi-lranian conflict; and 
scheduled two hours. nations and the Non-Aligned * expressed the conviction 
A joint news release Movement. that the unstable situation 
issued at the end of And, it is understood that in the Middle East will end 
Rawlings’ 24-hour State with regard to the only when the inalienable 
visit said the talks were strengthening of diplomatic rights of the Palestinians 
conducted ‘“‘in an.  at- tres the two leaders “to a homeland are 
mosphere of _ friendship, discussed the accreditation respected. 
understanding and mutual of non-resident am- Cde. Rawings, who 
respect’, and centred on a bassadors. expressed gratitude for ‘the 
wide range of bilateral and South-South dialogue and warm welcome and 
multilateral issues of mutual co-operation formed an hospitality’ has extended an 
concern. important aspect of the two invitation to President 
The two leaders are said leaders’ discussions on the Burnham to visit Ghana. 
to have apprised each other global economic situation. The invitation was accepted. 
_ of developments in their They also stressed the “dire The Ghanaian leader was 
respective countries. Rawlings. need for @ re-ordering of to make a brief stop-over in 
who seized power in a coup international economic neighbouring Suriname on 
structures to take into his way home. 
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REPORT ON JAGAN'S OVERSEAS TOUR, DISCUSSIONS 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 Aug 84 p 1 


[Text] General Secretary of the People's Progressive Party, Dr Cheddi 
Jagan, last week returned from an overseas visit during which he held talks 
with various fraternal parties aimed at improving relations with the PPP. 


The visit took Dr Jagan to Trinidad, Barbados, United Kingdom, Soviet 
Union and Canada. 


While in the USSR the General Secretary held talks with representatives 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and met with prominent Soviet 
scholar and deputy head »f the international department of the CPSU Karen 
Brutents. Dr Jagan addressed gatherings at the Institute of the Interna- 
tional Working Class Movement, Soviet Solidarity Committee for Latin 
America and the Caribbean and the State Committee of the USSR Council of 
Ministers for Foreign Economic Relations. As part of the visit, Dr Jagan 
toured Moscow, the Black Sea resort, Sochi and Baku, the oil centre of the 
USSR and capital of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. Meetings 
were also held with Guyanese students in Moscow. 


In the United Kingdom, where Dr Jagan is regarded as a noted third world 
politician, he addressed a large gathering at the University of London. 
He also met and held bilateral discussions with General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the United Kingdom, Gordon McLennan, and the Caribbean 
Solidarity Committee. 


In Canada, the General Secretary spoke to a large gathering of Guyanese 
residing there at a public meeting in Toronto. Discussions were held with 
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Canada, William Kashtan. 


Dr Jagan told the MIRROR that his visit to these countries at this moment 
is most opportune and was intended to brief the international community on 
the situation in Guyana and the Caribbean. The peoples of Guyana and the 
Caribbean are passing through most trying times when there are attacks on 
their living standards and the independence of the nations. Dr Jagan said 
the world must know the solutions that are being put forward by the prog- 
ressive forces in Guyana and the region to ease the burden of the people 
and how these are being resisted by corrupt ruling classes and imperialism. 


During the visit Dr Jagan held several press conferences. 
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GUYANA 


NATIONAL SERVICE RECRUITS CRITICIZE ABUSES BY PNC 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 12 Aug 84 p 4 


[Text] There is growing bitter resentment in the ranks of the Guyana 
National Service, the costly so-called youth-training scheme, over the 
abuse of inmates for purely partisan (PNC) political purposes. 


In a vile rape of conscience, pioneers are required to salute not just the 
Guyana, but the PNC, flag at passing-out parades. They are required, at 
pain of being charged or punished, to ‘make up crowds’ at all PNC public 
functions. 


Recruits based at locations in Georgetown said that they were not too 
disturbed when ordered to line the streets in civilian clothing during the 
visit of Ghanaian leader Jerry Rawlings, nor to march -o Parliament Build- 
ings and attend the ceremony marking the 150th anniversary of the abolition 
of slavery. 


"These are broad national matters," one officer told MIRROR. "But it would 
be better if we turn up in our GNS uniform, and not just give the impression 
that we are going voluntarily as members of the public. You get the feeling 
that you are being forced to do something, that you are being used, whereas 
we ordinarily might be proud to be there," he added. 


Another pioneer told how he had been instructed to attend a function at the 
Bishops’ High School. "It was something to do with Cuba. This is okay 
with me even though I know the thing had PNC connections. I like Cuba, 

so this is alright. But I don't like the idea that if I didn't go, somebody 
was going to breathe down my neck." 


The worse experience in recent days was during the Convention last week 

of the WRSM, the women's arm of the ruling party. Female staffers and 
pioneers on their University of Guyana national service stint were instruc- 
ted to attend the opening session of the WRSM convention at Sophia. They 
were sent home to change into "suitable" civilian clothing, and to report 
afterwards for the 5 p.m. opening session. 
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"This is too much," one female pioneer said. "It's a shame that I should go 
to a WRSM convention when I am not a member of that group. The WRSM should 
not use us as fig-leaves to cover up their failure to mobilise delegates 

in order to impress the foreign guests at the convention." 


Out of fear some pioneers went. One of them disclosed: "We went and show 
we faces. I came back at 5 o'clock because my duty finishes then." 


Others did not go. But they are perturbed by fears that they might be 
politically discriminated against by the authorities for turning their 
backs on a PNC-linked activity. 


Meanwhile, the Guyana National Service continues to totter with reports 

of closures of some centres in the Port Kaltuma area. The much-publicised 
cotton and black-eye production schemes are huge failures. Socialist 
ideological orientation has been sealed down, and the failure to gear 
pioneers with relevant skills for productive employment has resulted in 
many GNS personnel being sent into the police force and the army. 
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PNC GENERAL COUNCIL EXAMINES STATE OF ECONOMY, TRADE 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 29 Jul 84 ppl, 24 


[Text ] 


THE perilous state of 
the national economy 
came under close 
scrutiny over the last 
few days at the current 
General Council meeting 
of the ruling People’s 
National Congress at 
Sophia. 

Issues grappled with since 
the meeting began Thursday 
included Guyana’s relations 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), 
measures for dealing with 
the parallel market, the neéd 
for en equitable wages 
policy and the ef- 
ficiencies/ deficiencies of 
government ministries, the 
regional administrations and 
public corporations. 

During the -lengthy 
discussions in which senior 
officers from across the 
public sector participated, a 
wide range of suggestions 
including some for 
streamlining operations in 
the rice industry, and for 
helping families to become 
productive units, were 
addressed. 

Spearheading the 
discussions were Finance 


and Economic Planning 


Minister Cari Greenidge 
assisted by Chairman of the 
Board of the State Planning 
Commission Haslyn Parris. 
The serious economic 
issues were also addressed 
in great detail by party 
leader, President Forbes 
Burnham who spent the 


greater part of his one-and 
three-quarter hours in- 
tervention Thursday, ad- 
dressing the relevant issues 
and reporting on his recent 
official visits to Bulgaria and 
China and on the recent 
Caricom Summit conference 
in the Bahamas. 

In his preliminary remarks 
Cde Burnham explained that 
at a meeting of the board of 
the IMF last month, it was 
decided that for the time 
being, Guyana should no 
longer be eligible to draw on 
the resources of the fund. 

Guyanese, he told the 
large gathering during the 
subsequent discussions, 
need to be politically realistic 
and to fealise that the 
struggle with the IMF is not 
an economic. struggle. He 
asserted however, that IMF 
cr no IMF, “we can suc- 

in his major intervention 
he detailed the projects now 
in the pipeline as a result of 
his recent visit. Several of 
these _projects, he said, are 
scheduled to get under way 
within the next six months. 

Projects on which Guyana 
and Bulgaria will be involved 
include: work on a 50-60 
megawatt hydropower 
station at Tumatumari, a 4 
800 hectare agro industrial 
complex in the Konaruk- 
Tumatumari area where the 
emphasis will be on 
tobacco, coffee and citrus, 
Bulgaria will also supply 
three transmitters for the 
Guyana Broadcasting 
Corporation. 
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Projects with assistance 
from China include: Joint 
ventures in fisheries and in 
timber a and 

rocessing, an im- 
provements to the Sanata 
Textile mill to produce 
denim. 

Cde Burnham _— also 
detailed a number of 
projects involving Co- 
operation . with the govern 

ments and peoples of the 
Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK), 
Cuba, Yugoslavia, and the 
German Democratic 
Republic. 

In the case of the DPRK, 
he noted that arrangements 
have been made for a joint 
1000 hectare agro-industnal 
complex and an_e agri 
research station in_ the 
MARDS Area, a 3-5 
megawatt hydropower 
Station at Eclipse Falls; a 


grant of 100 tractors, con 


struction of a 400-bed teaching 


hospital, assistance towerds: 


the completion of the glaus 


factory and exploitation of: 


Guyana’s manganese 
resources in the North West 
District. 

He said arrangements have 
been made with Cuba for 
projects in tobacco, the dairy 
industry, legumes, the setting 
up of a broiler-breeding 
project on the Soesdyke 
Linden Highway, the 
manufacturing of batteries, 
the production of salt from 
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sea water and the setting up 
of a bulk storage ‘acility for 
cement. 

With Yugoslavia, projects 
in the pipeline include 
assistance with the 
rehabilitation of the 
Georgetown Milk Plant, and 
assistance on a milch cow 
project. 

And, in the case of the’ 
GDR, projects include ex-; 
ploration for and mining of! 
gold and work on the next 
phase of the edible oil plant 
at farm, East Bank 
Demerara. 

Cde Burnham noted that 
the projects are all premised 
on the exploitation and 
utilisation of Guyana’s vast 
resources and that 
agreements have been 
reached for the foreign 
exchange inflows to be set 
off against loca! products 
including bauxite, rice and 
sugar. 

He noted further that a 
major advantage of the 
arrangements is that in all 
cases, there are guaranteed 
markets for the ttems to be 
produced. 


He stressed, however, 
that for Guyana .to reap the 
benefits there will have to 
be dedicated, committed, 
intelligent, imaginative and 
hard working staff at both 
the managerial and non 
managerial levels. 
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In addition, there will have 
to be some amount of 
retraining, greater discipline 
in the society, and workers 
in the public sector must be 
sensitised to the realities of 
the development process in 
Guyana. In particular, they 
must be made to realise that 
we canno} build a country 
of 216 000 square kilometres 
(83 000 square miles) by 
refusing to move away from 
the 15 square miles (28,8 
square kilometres). pitch of 
land in the city. 

He noted that in the 
existing circumstances, 
countertrade involving local 
products has become very 
important. The problem, he 
added, is not whether: we 
can get the inputs but 
whether we can perform. 
and produce to pay. 

The issue before us today, 
he pointed out, is “are we 
capable?” At yesterday's 
sessions the main business 
was consideration of reports | 
from Regional Chairmen. ; 
And, amuong the matters 
discussed were the func- 
tioning of the marketing 
centres, problems with the 
shippings of carambola from 
the Pomeroon, the prices of 
cement and (fish, the 
smuggling of gold and the 
situation at the bauxite 
operations at Everton. 

(GNA). 
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PNC FORMS FOUR SUBCOMMITTEES FOR ADMINISTRATION 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 29 Jul 84 p l 


[Text ] 


The establishment of four- 
sub-committees inthe ad- 
ministration of the People’s 
National Congress is part of 
the programme of re- 
organisation currently being 
undertaken by the People’s 
National Congress. 

The four sub-committees 
established to date are for 
Administration and Finance, 
Orientation and International 
relations, Party Affairs and 
Mass Organisation, and 
National Production. 

Assistant General 
Secretary of the PNC, Cde 
Urmia Johnson, told the 
current sitting of the General 
Council that the establish- 
ment of these = sub- 
committees represents the 
first phase of an integral 
plan to put in place the 
organisational and 
monitoring mechanisms to 
ensure effective co- 
ordination and integration of 
the higher organs of the 
Party. 

it is also aimed at en- 
suring similar arrangements 
at the Regional level and to 
guarantee the presence of 
an effective implementation 
machinery, she said. 
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Amendments to the 
constitution of the Party at 
the Fifth Biennial Congress 
and at the Special Congress 
in December dictated 
changes. in the Party 
structure t provide for a 
more meaningful relationship 
between the Party and the 
community. 


The objectives of the sub- 
committees include assisting 
in formulating policy 
guidelines for the Party, 
assisting in monitoring and 
evaluating Party and state 
activities, advising the Party 
on important matters, 
initiating and investigating 
necessary matters and 
recommending to the 
Central Executive Commitee 
of the Party on matters 
within their purview. 

Each sub-committee has 
been further split, into 
divisions. New Nation, the 
official organ of the Party, 
comes under the Division of 
Propaganda and Research. 

The re-organisation will 
involve the placement of 
new personnel and the re- 
assigning and re-designation 
of existing personnel. 

Some of the sub- 
committees have already 
begun functioning. 





BOOST IN REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL TRADING ANTICIPATED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Aug 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


LOCAL farmers” are 


expected to benefit from a 


new agricultural trade and 
marketing policy once 
Caricom countries go ahead 
with an agreement to 
remove barriers to trading 
in a number of commodities 
produced in the region. 

The new agreement, ‘‘The 
Common Protective Policy 
for Primary Agriculture 
Products and Livestock” 
(CPP), while still subject to 
further considerations, 
seeks to intensify trading in 
agriculture products within 
the region. . 

In effect, the agreement 
once implemented, will 
commit Caricom member 
states to support the 
regional markets _ for 
agriculture products in 
preference to purchasing 
these or similar products 
from outside the region. 

The Ministry of 
Agricuiture in Guyana, in 
collaboration with other 
relevant agencies, is at 

resent compiling a list of 
ocally produced primary 
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roducts earmarked tor: 
ree-trade. 

The products include 
those covered by the 
Agriculture Marketing 


Protocol (AMP) which is 
now superseded by the 
CPP, as well as those being 
exported outside of the 
AMP arrangement. 

They include live animals, 
meat. fish and _ shrimp, 
cereels, starchy foods such 
as plantains, cassava and 
breadfruit, green vegetables 
and cash<rops such as 
tomatoes, goo soln 
ochroes and _ boulangers, 
ie and beans such as 

ra, pigeon and black-eye 
peas, fruits which include 
pineapples and avocado 
pears and nuts and spices. 

And while the CPP is 
expected to protect 
agricultural developments 
within the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs), Guyana 
can benefit tremendously 
once production has _in- 
creas significantly, the 
official noted. (GNA) | 
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REGION SIX PROBLEMS TARGET OF GOVERNMENT ASSESSMENT 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 29 Jul 84 p 2 


[Text] 


For the Regional 

Administration of Region Six 
to overcome some of its 
existing problems it is 
necessary that positive 
action be taken to grapple 
with the situation at all 
levels to ensure the smooth 
. functioning of the Region. 
' This was disclosed in 
Berbice recently by Per- 
manent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Regional 
Development, Cde. Stanley 
Hamilton when he called on 
members of the Regional 
Democratic Council to maxe 
reater efforts to ensure that 
egional officers implement 
decisions they take. 

Cde. Hamilton was part of 
a four-man team led by 
Minister of State in the 
Ministry 9%f Regional 
Development Cde Harold 
Singh, who spent some five 
days in the Region on a 
fact-finding tour. ‘ 

The Permanent Secretary 
said he hoped the 
Administration and its of- 
ficers will execute the 
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decisions made by the ROC 
so as to enhance the in- 
terest of people's 
development. 

He noted that too much 
under-the-table _ trafficking 
was taking place and urged 
RDC members to deal with 
matters in a more structural 
manner, and must not allow 
emotionalism to get the 
better of them. Rather, they 
must direct the contro! and 
happenings in the Region 
objectively, he added. 

And Chairman of the 
National Congress of Local 
Democratic Organs, Cde. 
Hulbert Mc Gowan, said that 
New Amsterdam and the 
four other towns in the 
country ere important links 
in the Regional system and 
pointed out that at no time 
must there be isolation frorn 
activities of the Regional 
Democratic Council. 

He declared the New 
Amsterdam Town Council 
should be more actively 
involved in the affairs of the 
Region. 











VIRTUES OF COOPERATIVES IN GETTING PUBLIC INVOLVED HAILED 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 Aug 84 pp 8-9 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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“ARTICLE (71) of the 
Constitution in stipulating 
that local government is a 
vital aspect of socialist 
democracy, places the 
aspirations of the people 
in a legal framework and 
brings into being a 
revolutionary system of 
local government.” 

As the base sector is our 
system of true loal 
democracy People’s Co- 
operative Units have been 
established throughout the 
ten larger administrative 
Regions of Guyana. Citizens 
in Georgetown are now 
seeing signboards 
proclaiming the emergence 
of these base units and their 
location. Most of these 
Georgetown residents will, 
in time, be members of 
these very Units.  _ 

..And according to a recent 
Brief from the Ministry of 
Regional Development, 
“People’s Co-operatives, 
in exposing citizens as 
nrimary actors in the 
processes of planning and 
management, remove 
them from the periphery 
of development, place 
them in the forefront of 
things and transpose them 
into active conceptualizers 
and initiators of 
development. It would 
serve to evoke their latent 
talent, energies and 
creativity and to foster 
local, regional and 
national cohesion, new 
socialist relations and a 


better appreciation of 
collective obligations and 
responsibilities as vital 
prerequisites to effective 
nation building. 


.. The People’s Co- 
operative Units, which 
will number in excess of 
750, are intended to ac- 
celerate the development 
of the spirit of Co- 
operation among our 
people and to promote Co- 
operativism as a unifyin 
ve ts ag in the tota 
evelopment of the nation. 
As the process of 
establishment and 
definition goes on, it is 
likely that there might be 
some misunderstanding of 
the role and functions of 
these new entities. But 
Guyanese must not 
mis-led by the campaigns 
against the People’s Co- 
ops being mounted by 
detractors. . Citizeas must 
instead bear in mind that 


People’s Co-operative 
Units will transcend 
political affiliations and 
will be the vehicle by and 
through which all 
Guyanese at the ‘“grass- 
roots’’ level will be truly 
organised to create, 
develop and provide for 
themselves — whether it 
has to do with community 
selfhelp projects or the 
distribution of foodstuff. 
More on the People’s Co- 
operative Units in coming 
issues. 


(G. 1.8.) 





GUYANA 


TRADE UNION CONGRESS ASSAILS GOVERNMENT WAGE HIKE OFFER 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 Aug 84 pp l, 4 


[Excerpt] An utterly ridiculous 5% basic increase in wages for public 
sector employees has been proposed by a Government Technical Team to the 
Guyana Trades Union Congress. 


Apart from this across-the-board 5%, various additional increases totalling 
6% of the public sector wage bill have been proposed for employees in 
government departments who would be identified for "preferential treatment." 


A perusal of these proposals which were put up by the team headed by Chief 
Planning Officer Clarence Blue reveals that a vast majority of "critical 
or disadvantaged categories" of workers, including a majority in the sugar 
estates, will not get a cent over and above the 5% pittance. 


GAWU, the country's single largest union, reacted sharply with General 
Secretary Komal Chand warning that sugar workers would not accept the offer 
of the government ream. Chand said further that GAWU does not and will 

not accept as legitimate, decisions in respect of wages which are concluded 
between the TUC and government. 


The Guyana Mine Workers' Union (GMWU) like GAWU, has through PNC strategem 
been excluded from the TUC leadership. It is likely to pour open scorn on 
the TUC if it is forced to accept the government's wage pill. 


Clarence Blue has stated in a confidential report that the proposals of the 
Government Technical Team have not had the blessing sf the Finance Minister 
nor of the Chairman of the State Planning Commission. It is understocd, 
however, that the proposals are backed by the PNC leadership. 


CSO: 3298/1088 
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PROPOSALS FOR INCREASING GOLD PRODUCTION DISCUSSED 


GUYANA 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 84 pl 


[Text ] 


PROPOSALS for 
significantly increasing 
gold production and the 
sale of gold to the 
Guyana Gold Board 
were discussed at 
length at the General 
Councd meeting of the 
ruling People’s National 
Congress on Saturday. 

The~ proposals centred 
around production in the 
Potaro-Sparuni (Region 8) 
where, because of 
smuggling across the border 
and inadequate reporting, the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mines has issued a “cease 
work” otder closing the 
Arnik mining district. 

Acting Regional Chairman 
Clinton Comette, in his 
report to General Council, 
asked that certain inputs, 
including an  arcraft and 
other back-up facilities, be 
made available to the 
Region.. 

Code Cornette, who was 
supported by another 


CSO: 3298/1088 


delegate, explained that 
steps must be taken to stem 
the flow of gold across the 
border to Brazil. 

Regular and reliable food 
supplies and a_ sustained 
cash availability were im- 
portant to successful gold 
mining in the Region, he 
explained. 

CONSTRAINTS 

Minister responsible for 
Regional Development , 
Robert Corbin said the 


Region had submitted’ 


proposals for giving a fillip 
to gold mining in_ that 
‘Region some time ago but 
financial constraints due to 
the current economic crisis 
stalled the implementation 
of these proposals. 

Code Corbin said the 
proposals called for the 
establishment of a strong 
Police outpost and Customs 
surveillance. 

Several speakers felt it 
was not wise for the “’cease 
work’’ order affecting Arnik 
to remain in force for too 
long as it could prolong a 
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“fee for all’’ exploitation of 
Guyana’s resources, par- 
ticularly involving foreigners 
with laden money belts who 
visit the area and offer 
entertainment as well. 


Minister of Energy and 
Mines Harun Rashid 
pointed out that it was not 
his Ministry's intention to 
prolong the “cease work’ 
order at Amik. Gold mining 
is one of the means through 
which Guyana hopes to tum 
around the economy and 
give a big shot-in-the arm to 
foreign exchange eamings. 

' Meanwhile, . President 
Forbes Burnham, responding 
to Cde  Cornette™s 
recommendations has 
promised that should the 
Region guarantee the 
Guyana ge hy ag 100 
ounces oO per week 
Central Government would 
provide the Region with an 
Gide C 

Cornette promised to 
discuss the President's offer 
with his colleagues in the 
»region. 





GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


GUIDANCE ON AIRPORT SEARCHES--The Guyana Human Rights Association (GHRA) 
has published a Guide for Passengers at Timehri Airport and Springlands 
Stelling which is available at its office at Lot 1 Brickdam, Georgetown. 
The Guide instructs passengers departing from these two points of exit 

on their rights when confronted with personal searches by government 
officials. According to the advice given, a Customs or Immigration Officer 
must have reasonable grounds for suspicion on a particular person before a 
search can properly be made of that person. Random searches of passengers 
on a flight are improper and unlawful, the Guide advises. The GHRA has 
issued this Guide to travellers in view of the increase in personal searches 
being carried out at Timehri and the questionable legality of the practice. 
[Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 Aug 84 p 1] 


FOREIGN INVESTMENT--The signing yesterday of a tripartite agreement among 

the Guyana Geology and Mines Commission (GGMC), the Guyana Mining Enterprise 
and the Canadian-based Noranda Exploration Company Limited, is a manifesta- 
tion of the changing perception of foreign investors towards investment in 
Guyana, Energy and Mines Minister Harun Rashid said yesterday. Guyana has 
never been hostile towards foreign investors, including those operating 
privately, Cde Rashid said during the signing of the joint-venture agreement 
at his Ministry. The Minister is also the Chairman of the GGMC Board. 

The agreement allows for the exploitation and development of the Marudi 

area (property) in the Rupununi. While Guymine and the GGMC are already 
involved at Marudi, Noranda will provide the working budget which Guymine 
initially invested. Noranda, which had interests in Suriname about three 
years ago, will also supply equipment for underground exploitation as well 

as technical assistance on the project. If exploration proves encouraging 
after Noranda's budget has beer exhausted then all expenditures for develop- 
ment of the property will be on the Canadian company's account. Minister 
Rashid, in his brief remarks, observed that Guyana, though rich in resources, 
lacks the capital and technology to develop them hence its efforts to attract 
foreign investors. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 Jul 84 


p 8] 


CUYMINE PROFIT--Assistant Manager of Guymine's Financial Planning Depart- 
ment, Hiliary Imhoff, has said that for the first time in three years Guymine 
will be able to cover its operational costs and make a gross profit. This, 
he said, was only possible because of the trimming of the workforce. Imhoff 
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made the comments while discussing his department's activities on "The 
week at Guymine”" last Sunday. Employment cost was listed as one of the 
major cost elements within the industry. Bunker 'C' fuel, which is used 

to provide energy for processing activities and to generate electricity, 
constitutes about 20 to 25 percent of the company's total operation cost. 
Another cost factor mentioned was repair and maintenance which involves 
much foreign exchange. Since employment is considered the company's largest 
single local cost, he said, "I couldn't see how we could have seriously 
considered trimming our operational cost other than by trimming our employ- 
ment cost." (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 

31 Jul 84 p 8] 


CATTLE FROM CUBA--Georgetown, Guyana, Sunday (AP)--Guyana's livestock 
industry will be bolstered shortly with the arrival of 310 head of cattle 
from Cuba, the Guyana Ministry of Agriculture has announced. The cattle 

are being provided through a technical, scientific and economic co-operation 
agreement between the two countries, a spokesman said. The bulk of the 

herd will be Hostein and Zebu Heifers, he added. The agreement will 
reportedly cost Guyana about US$250,000 in addition to the animals, it calls 
for the purchase of five hundred vials of semen, the spokesman said. Tlie 
soon-to-arrive shipment will include ten bulls of a strain which the Agri- 
culture Ministry spokesman described as "excellent" for milk production. 
[T3xt] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 30 Jul 84 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/1089 
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MEXICO 


GUANAJUATO: INVESTIGATION OF VELASCO IBARRA ADMINISTRATION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 7 Aug 84 pp 4-A, 9-A 
[Article by Angel Soriano and Hector Adorno] 


[Text] Guanajuato, Guanajuato, 6 Aug--Uneasiness returned to this 

state after interim Governor Agustin Tellez Cruces announced that 

the findings of an audit being conducted into the handling of government 
funds would not be made public for another 3 months because the investiga- 
tion "has been hampered by the administrative disorder that characterized 
the management of public monies."' He indicated, however, that only 

1 of the 18 billion pesos that the governor on leave of absence, 

Enrique Velasco Ibarra, said were in the treasury were actually there. 


Verbal contracts for municipal projects, unwritten appointments and 

12 percent withholding on the portion of the real estate tax to 

which city governments are entitled for administrative outlays are some 
other irregularities that Agustin Tellez Cruces has uncovered during 
his 41 days as governor. "All of this disorder was detrimental to 

the interests of the people," he pointed out. 


He said that henceforth no project being undertaken by the state 
government or by a city government can be awarded unless the construction 
firms that are hired observe the law and demonstrate that they have 

in fact fulfilled their commitment. Minor projects can be authorized 

by mayors. 


These regulations livened up the atmosphere in Guanajuato because 
the feeling now is that legal action will indeed be taken against 
Governor Velasco or least against some of his closest colleagues, 
such as former Treasurer Raul Robles Alvarez, "who strolls calmly 
through the streets of Leon," according to individuals close to the 
former official. 


For example, when Velasco Ibarra left office on 26 June, he said 

that he was leaving a surplus of 18 billion pesos. Tellez Cruces 

said, however, that 17 billion of this had already been committed 

for as yet unpaid projects undertaken by the federal or state government 
or had been earmarked for projects under the Municipal Invigoration 
Program. 
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In spite of the irregularities that have been uncovered, Tellez 
Cruces indicated that existing obligations would be met so as not 
to bring programs under way to a standstill, but that construction 
firms that fail to justify the work for which they intend to charge 
would not be paid. 


The continuation of the audits and the 90-day deadline that Tellez 
Cruces gave on the eve of the announcement of the PRI candidate for 
governor have caused major political ferment, inasmuch as there 

will be elections this year for the 46 city governments and the local 
congress. 


The governor said that bank deposits are being thoroughly examined 

to ascertain how they were used and what impact their use had; 
expenditures are also being looked into to verify budget allocations, 
and the state's various assets and liabilities are being examined 

so that a detailed report can be drawn up on how federal and state 
funds were managed during his predecessor's term of 4 years and some 
months, inasmuch as Tellez Cruces wants an up-front investigation 
that meets the people's demand to know whether money was or was not 
siphcned off from the state budget. 


"I am accustomed to calm, and no one is going to make me speed up 

or conduct hastily what must be an earnest and responsible investigation 
into the handling of public funds. The findings of the investigation 
will be made public in due time," the governor indicated. 


8743 
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MEXICO 


PAN CLAIMS SAN LUIS POTOSI ELECTORAL FRAUD 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 10 Aug 84 p 3/-A 


[Text] The president of PAN [National Action Party], Pablo Emilio 
Madero, said yesterday at a press conference that his party would 

ask the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic to investigate 
the forging of voter documents at the elections held in San Luis Potosi; 
he charged that there were abuses and fraud in that election, 

and claimed victory for the party's candidates in districts I and 

Il, Jorge Lozano Arm2ngol and Alvaro Elias Moreno, respectively. 


He said that in the elections held on 5 August PAN's vote totals 
were as follows: District I, 11,420, versus 6,056 for PRI; District 
Il, 17,380, compared to 9,073 for PRI. 


Madero went on to say that 4,000 teachers had gathered at the Ciriaco 
Cruz School in the capital of San Luis Potosi and left from there 

to vote with forged or altered documents. He also charged that ballot 
boxes were stolen, credentials were forged, some 20 people were arrested, 
PAN representatives were expelled and ballot boxes were stuffed before 
the voting began, in addition to other irregularities. 


He announced that a "victory march" would be held today at 2130 hours 

in San Luis Potosi to celebrate the election results and to demand 

legal action against the people who committed federal crimes by altering 
documents. 


He contended, showing a sample, that some election ballots did not 
have the PAN logo printed on them. 


"We are once again returning to the stone age," the PAN president 
said, asking the president of the republic to punish the individuals 
responsible. 


He also said that he hoped that in his government report the president 
comes out for democracy, because if electoral irregularities are not 
rectified, there will be mounting unrest among the people and 

the danger of violence. 
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He indicated that the continuing corruption at polling places is 
the core of all the problems and that ill will develops among the 
citizenry when elections are not honest. 


At the close of the press conference, Madero noted that the party's 
victorious candidates have performed well in government "in spite 

of the stumbling blocks placed in their way." He cited the case 

of the municipality of San Luis Rio Colorado in Sonora, where the 

PAN administration paved 300,000 square meters in | and 1/2 years, the same 
amount that was paved during 40 years of PRI governments, and he 

clarified that this was accomplished with legitimate tax collections, 

with administrative integrity and without evasions. 


8743 
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MEXICO 


YUCATAN GOVERNOR RESIGNS AFTER CONGRESS EXTENDS LEAVE 

Interim Governor's Term Extended 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 16 Aug 84 pp 4-A, 31-A 
[Article by Evilacio Pereyra] 


[Text] Merida, Yucatan, 15 August--The mounting suspense and political 
psychosis in this state during the past few weeks finally gave way today when 
the State Congress granted the governor a 6-month extension of his leave of 
absence. The leave had been requested last 16 February by Gen Graciliano 
Alpuche Pinzon, 


More than 30,000 people jammed the two floors of the legislative building and 
spilled out the doors, applauding and shouting "Victor, Victor, Victor .. ." 
as the session ended after the president of the Legislature, Deputy Francisco 
Fuentes Garcia, counted the 13 affirmative votes that passed the request. 


In his office in the Government Palace, Victor Cervera Pacheco learned of the 
6-month extension of his term as interim governor of the state of Yucatan on 
state television. Minutes later, the decision was officially communicated to 
him by a commission of deputies. 


At his private residence in the Mexico district, surrounded by a handful of 
friends who took it upon themselves to shoo away journalists, claiming the 
governor was not there, Gen Alpuche learned from a television broadcast of the 
approval of the constitutional leave that will allow him to leave his job for 
the next 6 months. After that time, 3 years after he took office, he will be 
able to abandon his post fer good, and Victor Cervera will be named interim 
governor. 


Hours earlier--he had arrived at the local airport on a private flight at 
about 1700 hours--Alpuche Pinz»n had sent the president of the Congress a 
document requesting an extension of the leave the legislators had granted him, 
"for personal reasons." 
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Citizens' Expectations 


Early in the morning, whe. it became known that the legislature would vote on 
the issue at 1900 hours today, a large number of Yucatan residents carrying 
Signs expressing support for the interim governor began to gather outside the 
Congressional headquarters, hoping to obtain, if not good seats, at least a 


corner whehre they could witness the event that would mark the culmination of 
a particularly difficult period in local political history. 


The constant shouting of support for Cervera Pacheco, which rose in volume as 
the hour of the heralded event approached, subsided to a low murmur when 
Deputy Francisco Fuentes rang the bell to begin the session. 


But the shouting returned as an expression of disapproval when, pursuant to 
regulations, the reading of the previous session's (yesterday's) minutes 
began. The shouts died down only after the president reprimanded the audience 
and the agenda of the session was read. 


In almost absolute silence, the first item on the agenda was heard: the 
request of the municipality of Tik»] for permission to donate a parcel to the 
Federal Electricity Commission for the installation of a new generating plant. 


When that request was approved, Deputy Nerio Torres Ortiz, first secretary of 
the Legislature, read the second item, the one the crowd was waiting for. 


Text 


Addressed to the president of the Congress, the main part of the message reads 
as follows: "Honorable Congress of the State of Yucatan: Pursuant to the 
provisions of the Political Constitution of the State, Article 30 Paragraph 
21, I hereby request that this honorable Congress extend the leave I requested 
last 16 February, for a term of 6 months, from the post of Executive of the 
state. I am requesting this extension for personal reasons, and I hope that 
this honorable Congress will grant my request." 


The deafening roar of the crowd drowned out the voice of the legislator as he 
read the signature: Graciliano Alpuche Pinzon. 


But the session was not over. First the request had to be debated and ap- 
proved, as did the extension of Cervera Pacheco's interim term. The president 
tried in vain to bring silence to the gathering once again. The shouts of 
"Victor, Victor, Victor . .." alternated with the boos of the deputies of the 
National Action Party (PAN), who were trying to back up thefr opposition 


legally, according to procedure, even though the vote was by now a fait 
accompli. 


The atmosphere, by this time festive and relaxed, became tense again when 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) Deputy Veronica Moguel de Carrasco 
refuted the arguments of the opponents and proposed that Victor Cervera 
Pacheco be designated interim governor once again. She backed up her request 


by reading messages and petitions from many political and social groups in the 
state. 
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"I urge my fellow deputies," she concluded, "to vote here and now to enable 
Victor Cervera Pacheco, who in 6 months in office has shown a complete 


devotion to his people, to remain in the Government Palace until the end of 
the extended leave requested by Gen Alpuche Pinzon." 


The applause and shouts of "Victor" were interrupted by the voice of Deputy 
Francisco Fuentes, calling for a vote. Thirteen hands, those of the PRI 


representatives, rose at once when the affirmative vote was obtained. 


No one was able to hear the words that adjourned the session or the call to 
resume deliberations on 21 August. 


The euphoric few who had managed to enter the building came outside and joined 
the spontaneous dancing that had begun minutes earlier in the city's main 
plaza. 


An emotional Victor Cervera Pacheco, affected by the solemnity of the occa- 


sion, received the official notice of the extension of his term moments later 
at the Government Palace. 


"Deputies, my friends, we cannot fail the president of the republic; we cannot 
fail the people. I invite you to work, to redouble your efforts for the good 
of our state. I ask the lazy, the indifferent to remain at home and not do 
harm to Yucatan at this historic moment." 


His voice breaking, Cervera Pacheco received and accepted the mandate before 
calmly leaving the palace to join the joyous crowd. 


Resignation Attributed to Insults 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 20 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 23-A 


[Interview with Yucatan Governor Graciliano Alpuche Pinzon by Jose Valderrama; 
date, time and place not given] 


[Text] "I have decided to leave politics altogether," said Gen Graciliano 
Alpuche Pinzon yesterday. Last week he obtained a second 6-month leave from 


his post as governor of Yucatan, 


[Question] General, if you decided to do that, why didn't you announce it to 
Congress in Merida last week, instead of obtaining a second leave? 


[Answer] Yes, .. . I am going to announce my resignation. 
[Question] Have you thought it over carefully? 


[Answer] Yes. These people have attacked me too much. They have insulted 
me. 


[Question] When did you return from Merida? 
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[Answer] No, I have not left here (his home in the Federal District) for 
anything. It is pure rumor that I was there. I saw everything from here, the 
business about the leave... I did not go because I did not want any 
disturbances to take place, given the circumstances. You know: I spent 6 
months here without any contact with anything, to avoid causing problems. 


[Question] Are you contented? 
[Answer] Yes, of course. 
[Question] You have no enemies? 


[Answer] No. If anyone thinks I am his enemy, so much for him. But I have 
no enemies. 


[Question] Bitterness? 
[Answer] No, I am not bitter. 
[Question] Do you plan to serve Yucatan in any other capacity? 


[Answer] I will do so as a suidier. I will continue to serve my country as a 
soldier, as I have always done. I love my homeland, and I know that tranquil- 
ity is very important for it. 


[Question] Will you write your memoirs? 


[Answer] I am writing them now. I will polish them up. A lot of things must 
be clarified and explained. 


The general stated that he will continue to live in tranquility, surrounded by 
his family, running the swimming school that he has opened behind his house, 
at Granjas de San Antonio, Iztapalapa. 


Swimming, water polo, skating, squash... for the children and youths of the 
neighborhood. "GAP Swimming School" reads the sign over the entrance. 


"Now we are about to have coffee," 


telephone. 


concluded the general, and he hung up the 


8926 
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MEXICO 


PAN PUBLICATION TELLS OF SUCCESSES IN SONORA TOWN 
Mexico City LA NACION in Spanish 15 Aug 84 pp 16-20 
[Article by Gerardo Medina Valdes] 


[Text] Harassed in every way possible by the governor and the ruling 
party, as is the case in almost all of the PAN [National Action Party] 
city governments throughout the republic, the second consecutive 

PAN government in the town of Agua Prieta, Sonora, headed by Leonardo 
Yanez Vargas, is demonstrating, as did its predecessor under Luis 
Cordoba Corrales, that a community can be successfully governed when 
instead of just voting it confirms its desires and translates them 
every day into active support. 


The second straight PAN government in Agua Prieta has done such an 
obviously fine job (well, not everything is perfect, as the sewer 
system is just in its first stage, ditch digging) that even the chairman 
of the local PRI committee stated that "the PAN city governments 

have done a magnificent job."" He recanted, of course, after receiving 
a box on the ears, but “except for those who stubbornly refuse to 

admit it," as Mayor Leonardo Yanez says, there is no one who at least 
in private does not acknowledge that PAN has done and continues to 

do a fine job in Agua Prieta. 


As has happened elsewhere, the first PAN town government in the history 
of Agua Prieta, the one headed by Luis Cordoba, had to struggle to 

gain recognition and then found not only that the municipality's 
equipment had been dismantled but also that its legal land holdings 

had been literally plundered. Almost all of its reserves of municipal 
lands had been apportioned among the previous PRI officials, either 
directly or through front men. The biggest beneficiaries were, of 
course, the mayors, the treasurers and their followers and then town 
councilmen. Investigations were never conducted, but everyone knows 
(Agua Prieta is a town of 45,000 inhabitants, most of them concentrated 
in a few areas) who wound up with the land. Audits were not conducted 
either, not because there was nothing to audit but just "not to start 
more rows." By the end of Luis Cordoba's administration, however, 

the people could clearly tell the difference between the two parties: 
PRI, for the benefit of the few; PAN, for the good of the entire 
community. 

















Thus in 1982 they reaffirmed their confidence in PAN and reelected its 
men at the polls, later defending it staunchly against the government 
of Dr Samuel Ocana, his ruling party and all his underhanded trickery. 
The present PAN administration is headed by Lorenzo Yanez Vargas. 


Changes in Agua Prieta 


A person arriving for the first time in this town on the left bank 

of the Agua Prieta River, a tributary of the Bavispe, which in turn 
flows into the Yaqui, might not take note of its clean, paved streets, 
its lighted neighborhoods, its municipal swimming pool, its lighted 
athletic field and its water and sewer system. He would say that 
these things are to be expected; that is what the authorities are 

for, and that is why people pay taxes. But his eyes would open wide 
if a frequent visitor or the residents themselves were to tell him 
that those facilities and many more did not exist 5 years ago, because 
although it is a fact that people pay taxes fur services, before 

the two PAN governments who knows where their money wound up. 


Without any financial backing from the state, the current town government 
planned to pave 75,000 square meters of roadway over a 3-year period 

and so far has completed 37,000 square meters more than PRI governments 
paved in 30 years. And the paving is being done right; not just 

a sloppy leveling job and a layer of asphalt that will soon be just 

as bad as or worse then before. 


--It completed the sewer system along many streets where work remained 
to be done, such as 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th and |!th streets 
and finished it in Colonia Nueva. It stretches from 10 to 15 kilometers 
at this point. 


--It provided drinking water to the Ejidal District 


--It sought and secured street lights for the Ejidal and Acapulco districts 
and for the Ladrillera District in a joint investment with its residents. 


How vas this possible without official funding? With the cooperation 
of the people, who are not withholding it because they have seen 

the honesty and efficiency of the PAN town governments. In addition 

to their taxes, the residents of Agua Prieta have paid their share 

of the 80 million pesos for paving streets (30 million has been spent 
so far), 10 of the 20 million for the sewer system, and 1.5 of the 

8 million spent so far on drinking water. 


Honesty Pays Off 


When honesty prevails, individuals and governments unquestionably 

make every cent tell. Agua Prieta's authorized budget for this fiscal 
year is 196 million pesos, some 119) million in federal and state 

tax revenue sharing, some 18 million (2-3 percent) in export duties, 
and the rest in real estate taxes, fees and municipal and federal- 
agency administrative fines. How are these projects built then? 
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First, as we said, with the help of the residents; second, through 
careful management of public funds; third, by getting rid of middlemen 
and the well-known "commissions"; fourth, by saving sizable amounts 

of money on leased equipment. The previous PAN government bought 

two dump trucks, and this one has purchased two more; one steam shovel 
is left over from before, and another was bought recently; there 

are three motor graders (one bought by this administration), and 

one road oiler. If the PRI governments had equipment, they must 

have sold it because they turned over nothing. 


Thus, the work done by the residents themselves turns out to be 
significantly less expensive than when the government "lends a hand." 
For example, the street paving costs the residents of Agua Prieta 
five times less per square meter than it does the people in Ciudad 
Obregon. 


The Agua Prieta town government could have additional funding available 
for projects from the taxes on the inbond assembly plants that for 

the most part have been the salvation of the border. As Mayor Leonardo 
Yanez told Ricardo del Muro from the Mexico City newspaper UNOMASUNO 
on 25 July, however, “we receive very little under this heading. 

The state government receives 20 percent of the total, and our town 
gets just 2.65 percent. But we still have to meet the demand for 
housing and tackle countless other problems...The town government 

is not getting all the support that the federal and state governments 
could be giving us to meet the people's demands...The governor is 
blocking this aid because the town is run by PAN..." 


Water: A Shameful Situation 


Under amendments to Article 115 of the constitution, sponsored by President 
De la Madrid in 1982, shortly after taking office, "Municipal governments, 
with the cooperation of the states when necessary and when prescribed 

by law, shall be in charge of the following public services: a) Drinking 
water and sewer systems; b) Street lighting; c) Street cleaning; 

d) Markets and supply centers; e) Cemeteries; f) Slaughterhouses; 

g) Streets, parks and gardens; h) Public safety and traffic; 

i) Any other services that the local legislatures indicate, in accordance 
with the land and socioeconomic conditions of the municipalities 

and their administrative and financial capabilities." 


Under this reform, Governor Samuel Ocana signed Law No 46, promulgated 
on 28 February 1984, by virtue of which all municipal drinking water 
systems that are part of the Sonora State Drinking Water System (SEAPA- 
SON) would by administered by the municipal governments that so requested, 
on the prior condition that they establish a council to take charge 

of the system. On the same day that the law took effect, 28 February, 
the mayor of Agua Prieta, Leonardo Yanez, requested that the service 

be turned over and submitted the names of the council members on 

8 March, but Governor Ocana "stonewalled."" From April to 11 July 

the municipal government litera!ly bombarded the government with 
written demands, but to no avail. 
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The municipal government sent an urgent telegram to the president 

of the republic, accusing the state government of refusing to turn 

over the drinking water system and of thus violating municipal autonomy. 
The chief of documentation of the office of president, Ruben Guerrero 
Zorrilla, forwarded the telegram to the governor and urged him "to 
respect the autonomy of the municipality in question." The intervention 
had some effect, because a representative of Governor Ocana told 

Mayor Leonardo Yanez that the system would be transferred to the 
municipality by 20 July at the latest, and the administrator of the 
system, Vicente Rivera, even confirmed this. We interviewed the 

mayor on the 21st, and there was no indication that Governor Ocana 

was going to keep his word. The telegram to the president's office 

did have an indirect effect, however; the federal funds from the 
Culture Subcommittee that had been withheld on instructions from 

the governor were immediately turned over to the municipal government. 


Why such reluctance to transfer the administration of the water system? 
Perhaps this is the explanation: the so-called Progress and Welfare 
Boards, whose existence also violates Article 115 of the constitution 
because there is not supposed to be "any intermediate authority" 
between the city and state governments. The board in Agua Prieta 

takes in some 30 to 40 million pesos a year from the 15 percent rake-off 
on most municipal taxes. Who knows what these hundreds of millions 

of pesos were used for (although everyone can imagine), because 

the boards supposedly submit a list of projects (which they never 
undertake) to a "board coordinator" that is accountable only to the 
governor. 


A nice setup: the PAN municipal governments find a way to execute 

the projects, and these boards (an accountant and a social worker 

in Agua Prieta) make off with millions of pesos without actually 

doing anything. Well, almost nothing, because the board in Agua 

Prieta has distributed a few asbestos water tanks with the inscription 
"Progress and Welfare Board 1982-1985"..and the PRI logo. That is 

what they are for: to steal and try to fool people into believing 

that PRI is the one that builds the projects, not the municipal govern- 
ment. Luckily, where PAN is in power, the people opened their eyes 
some time ago and no longer swallow such lies. 


The Police: Another Dirty Trick 


Under Article 115 of the constitution, city governments are in charge 
of providing police and traffic service, but in Sonora, as in other 
states, the constitution is not worth a hoot, because although the 
municipalities in fact pay for the services, the governor is the 

one who gives the orders. He appoints the police chief from a three- 
person list that the municipal government submits. What this means, 
in practice, is that a municipal law enforcement body could at any 
moment turn against the city hall on whose payroll it appears if 

the governor so ordered. 
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But here we have the second straight PAN government in Agua Prieta, side- 
stepping the obstacles placed in its way by a governor who skimps on nothing 
for PRI city governments, inept and shameless though they might be, 

and who, in contrast, lashes out at the PAN people. What the PAN city 
government lacks in funding it more than makes up for through the 
determination of the townspeople, a determination that is all the more 
obvious in certain people. For example, there is Jaime Galvez Tapia, 
whose group is called "City Hall's Green Thumb," because it is always 
trying to adapt palm trees and other cheerful plants to the border 
climate, which ranges from below zero in winter to 40 or more in summer. 
It has already done so along the boulevard, outside the gymnasium, in 

the garden by the mayor's office, outside the Federal Registry of 
Vehicles and at the town gate. 


One project in Agua Prieta could well symbolize the municipal govern- 
ment's tenacity and the community's spirit: the airport. Some wanted 

to overhaul the old La Calera runway 15 kilometers southwest of Agua Prieta, 
which became a city in 1942, but they themselves did not want to do 

or contribute anything. The better informed leaned towards another locav.on 
for the runway, but in any event the project was up to the state and 

the federal government. Since a new airport was needed for the smooth 
movement of people and goods (it is a Il-hour flight in a light plane 

to Hermosillo; the drive takes 5 hours), the Planning Committee 

approved the project...but with no financial backing. The city 

government took on the project and, following federal technical 

guidelines, built the runway and the hangar at a cost of 15 million pesos. 
Perhaps the state and federal assistance was that they did not send 
specialists (either project manpower or desk workers) to be paid by 

city hall. The airport is now in service, with two light planes sitting 
outside lashed like horses to metal rings in the ground lest a gust of wind 
rip them apart. They belong to people who did not think that the 

municipal government could build the project and who contributed 

nothing to the construction of the hangar... 


Teaching Democracy 


Unlike the PRI authorities, who make everything partisan and parochial, 
the PAN authorities in Agua Prieta teach democracy. They never involve 
PAN in their daily activities, much less give it the credit for good 
government. Nor do they go around asking people whether they support 
PAN. They know that they have to perform efficiently and honestly, 
precisely because they are from PAN, but they do not have to go around 
shouting this everywhere and on every occasion. People simply make 

the cause-and-effect relationship between PAN and good government, and 
that suffices. Next year, Agua Prieta, Hermosillo and San Luis 
Colorado, as well as other towns whom the governor deprived of their 
legitimate victories in 1982, will make known with their votes and 
their civic energy whether they are reelecting their PAN officials, 

who have earned it with their deeds. 
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Photo Captions [Photos Omitted] 


Leonardo Yanez was born in Esqueda, Sonora 46 years ago. 
He has lived in Agua Prieta since the age of five. An 
accountant, he is married to Juanita Rendon de Yanez and 
hae four children, Maria de Lourdes (19), Leonardo (18), 
Rosa Isela (16) and Juan Luis (14). 


More square meters of road have been paved than during 
30 years of PRI rule, and without any financial backing 
from the government, just with the support of people 
who see PAN as honest and efficient. 


Through the efforts of city hall the residents of the Ejidal 
and Acapulco districts got street lighting. 


Sewers: an essential service that the PRI city governments 
never cared about; they went their own way... 


This facility was revamped by the current authorities. They 
also installed lighting around the athletic field. 





While the PAN city government undertakes projects, such as 
expanding the drinking water supply system, without making 
any mention of the party, the PRI people try to fool townsfolk 
into believing that they are building the projects, when 

the truth is that they merely make off with millions of 

pesos to who knows where... 
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MEXICO 


SALE OF BORDER-CROSSING DOCUMENTS PROTESTED BY LAWYERS 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 8 Aug 84 p 35-A 


[Text] A group of lawyers from Cuidad Juarez, Chihuahua, and El Paso, Texas, 
yesterday presented a written accusation to the secretary of the interior, 
Manuel Bartlett, concerning a scandalous sale of FM-13 forms which that 
regional office issues to Mexicans living near the border so that they can 
obtain the form I-186 (local crossing card) from the U.S. immigration author- 
ities so as to temporarily enter cities of the neighboring country. 


The FM-13 identity form which the Secretariat of the Interior issues through 
the city offices is sold in Cuidad Juarez for between 8,000 pesos and 100 
dollars; and many of them are delivered--as proof they brought along several 
of them--without the requisite data filled in, namely: the Mexican passport 
of the person concerned, birth certificate, two proofs of residence, four 
photographs, card of exemption from military service for men, and in the case 
of minors, schocl records and authorization from parents. 


The lawyers explained to the secretary of the interior that the importance of 
the FM-13 forms lies in the fact that without that document no one can obtain 
the card for local crossing to enter the United States for temporary periods 
of 72 hours on visits for shopping, recreation or other reasons. 


They add that in areas such as Mexacali, Tijuana, Nogales, Ciudad Juarez and 
other border cities, in which supplies produced in the nation are in short 
supply, it is almost essential for border residents to have some way to cross 
the frontier to buy food at a lower price, since even with the devaluation of 
the peso, U.S. products in some cases continue to be cheaper, for example, 
evaporated milk, diapers, cereals, etc. 


They explain that the selling of the FM-13 forms is nothing new; but it is 
really time to put a halt to that illegal business, which seriously harms the 
family economy, and impedes the efforts of the top national authorities to 
promote morality. 


They also state that on the occasion of a previous accusation in the case 
against Immigration Services delegate Sedano Barona and his secretary Alfredo 
Benitez, labor union leader in the Interior Ministry, the former was fired; 
but the latter reappeared as subdelegate B in the town office, and immediately 
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took charge of the assignment of positions and posts, and began an action 
to take revenge against the employees and officials of that office who had 
pointed him out as being corrupt. 


The lawyers asked Mr Bartlett to send a commission to Ciudad Juarez to 

make an in-depth investigation of the facts, and to verify the atmosphere 

of tension and personal and political revenge which Mr Benitez fosters, and 
of course the sale of the FM-13 forms, which many people who are poor or with 
few resources cannot afford to pay for. 


8131 
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MEXICO 


SHIFT OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO JOB CREATION IN CAPITAL 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Aug 84 pp 5-A, 16-A 
[Article by Nidia Marin] 


[Text] The Federal District Department has reduced the amount of each peso 
in its budget that it will allot to payment of the foreign debt from 60 
centavos to 18. This will make it possible to finance the creation of 
200,000 temporary jobs, to continue the construction of 7.2 km of the metro 
in 1984, to repair drinking water sources, maintain the primary and secondary 
branches of that system, to clean up 8.3 km of the drainage of the National 
Canal and to construct schools and housing. 


Arturo Gonzalez de Aragon, secretary general of planning and evaluation of 
the Federal District Department, presented the Biannual Progress Report of 
the sector's 1984 programs to deputies of the PRI [Institutional Revolution- 
ary Party] and of the opposition belonging to the Legislative Committee of 
the Federal District, which is headed by deputy Luz Lajous. In accordance 
with the provisions of article 29 of the 1984 Budget and Expenditures Decree, 
Gonzalez de Aragon stated that under the heading of income, collections 
amounted to the sum of 159.8 billion pesos, which is 17 percent higher than 
anticipated. 


As regards expenditures, he said that a distribution of 170.6 billion pesos 
had been programmed, of which 160.4 billion were carried out--that is, 94 
percent. 


He also stated that the DDF [Federal District Department] will allot about 
400 billion pesos for public services. 


He remarked to the legislators that the DDF will create approximately 
200,000 temporary jobs in 1984 through the Regional Employment Program, 

which will benefit sectors of the population which are economically vulner- 
able. Gonzalez de Aragon declared that the efforts of the DDF at decentral- 
ization made the budget of the branch offices increase from 33 billion pesos 
to almost 60 billion in 1984, which will be used to attend to the needs of 
the population. 
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Payment of the Debt 


As for payment of the Federal District Department's debt, he mentioned that 
the agreements had been carried out, and that, as is known, renegotiation 
took place several months ago. 


The financial profile of the DDF has improved substantially since the time 
during 1982 when almost 60 centavos out of each peso in the budget was ear- 
marked for payment of the debt, to the extent that in 1984 only 18 centavos 
will be used for this purpose. 


This reduction occurred as a result of renegotiation, and because the federal 
government absorbed 162 billion pesos of the DDF's debt with the aim of giv- 
ing some relief to the budget of this department. 


This allows the government of the capital to allot more resources for at- 
tending to the public services which the citizens demand, he pointed out. 
And he stressed that the successes which have been achieved came about be- 
cause of careful observance of the following measures: 


1. Stimulation of the rate of spending in general, so as to carry out the 
programs which were approved. 


2. Quickness and flexibility in decentralizing spending toward the political 
branch departments. 


3. Absolute respect for the standards established by the Secretaries of 
Programming and the Budget, Treasury and Public Credit, and the Federation 
Controller-General's Office. 


The official stated that he will continue to give special and priority at- 
tention to the demand for services, so as to improve and raise the quality of 
life of the capital city's citizens. 


At the end of the meeting the legislators from the various parties had a 
question and answer session which was closed to the communications media. 
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MONTSERRAT 


PAPER TERMS OSBORNE ACTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 'PATHETIC' 
Plymouth THE MONTSERRAT TIMES in English 20 Jul 84 p 4 
[Editorial } 


[Text ] 


The ruling People's Liberation movement of 
Chief Minister John Osbome fared very badly in 
the Legislature this week although Mr. Osborne 
survived the No Confidence motion tabied 
against him by the Leader of the opposition 
Progressive Democratic Party, Mr. P. Austin 
Bramble. 


Mr. Osborne answered the charges of 

corruption against him by insisting that he was 

the most honest of the island's Chief Ministers. 
He answered the charges of incompetence by 
claiming that he was the most highly trained 
technician in his fleld in the Commonwealth 

Caribbean. Under the heat of Mr. Brambie's 
denouncement of his conduct, the Chief 

Minister uttered words of praise forMr. Kenneth 

Cassell, O. B. E., one of two Permanent 
| Secretaries who the present Government 
retired last year. 


All in all, Mr. Osborne and his Ministers put 
up a pathetic performance. They were sadly 
lacking in conviction, substance and political 
skill. 


It is no secret that the Hon. Margaret Dyer, 
Minister of Education, Health and Community 


Services and the Hon. Noel Tuiltt, Minister of 
Communications and Works, went to the 


Legislature on Monday after changing their 
minds several times about the idea of 
condemning Mr. Osborne to political oblivion. 
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But when Mrs. Dyer opened her mouth in the 
august Chamber, she found herself saying that 
it was the Leader of the Opposition who should 
resign. The Hon. Noel Tuitt went even further 
by claiming that the Chief Minister he had often 
thought of dumping was a leader sent from God. 


Based on Monday's performance, it wouid 
be no surprise if the Leader of the Opposition 
tables a No Confidence Motion against the 
Deputy Chief Minister, Mr. J.8. Chalmers on the 
ground that Mr. Chalmers is no longer mentally 
capable of discharging Ministerial 
responsibilities. 


By the judgment of those old strap-wielding 
school masters of revered memory, no member 
of Mr. Osborne's Parliamentary team would 
have gotten more lashes on his backside 
than the Member for Windward, Mr. David S. 
Brandt. 


Speaking almost at the end of the debate, Mr. 
Brandt challenged the admissibility of the 
motion and spent nearly half an hour defending 
an indefensible position before the Hon. 
Speaker called a halt. Mr. Brandt, who likes to 
recall Edmund Burke's famous statement that 
“Evil men ascend because good men keep 
silent,” elected to remain silent on the issues 
before the House. He took no position at all. 
Little wonder therefore, that a learned observer 
said: “Should Shakespeare rewrite: his plays 
from Montserrat, he would re-name his Hamlet 
“David Brandt.” 

For Mr. Brandt the question is: TO BE OR 
NOT TO BE, TO QUIT OR NOT TO QUIT. 


CSO: 3298/1105 
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MONTSERRAT 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT AID--The Department of Agriculture in Montserrat 

is to receive some EC$200,000 from Britain to assist in agricultural 
services reconstruction. The money will be used to obtain a variety of 
agricultural equipment which will then be made available to local farmers 
on a rental basis. The equipment ranges from tractors and Land Rovers 

to livestock trailers and will help many Montserratian farmers in such 
varied areas as crop-spraying, tractoring, loose livestock control and 
extension. At present much of the department's equipment is either 
unserviceable or in poor condition, due to the very high cost of maintain- 
ing aging equipment coupled with the rugged terrain in which it is required 
to operate. By purchasing new equipment the Department of Agriculture will 
be better able to respond to the needs of the farmers thereby helping them 
to achieve more efficient and economic crop production. The provision of 
this new equipment will be a significant contribution by the British aid 
programme to the development of agriculture in Montserrat. [Text ] 

[St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 18 Jul 84 p 5] 
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NICARAGUA 


TRUCKING ENTERPRISE DIRECTOR COMMENTS ON ADDITION TO FLEET 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 24 Aug 84 p 7 


[Text] Recently 50 Hino trucks, costing 56 million cordobas, were assigned to 
the National and International Transportation Company (VANPAC). 


Virgilio Silva, manager of VANPAC, said that due to the technical character- 
istics of the fleet of trucks, it will operate in the Sixth Region where it 
is expected to transport about 1.2 million quintals of coffee, basic grains 
and other products during 1984-1985. 


A regional office will be set up at Natagalpa to manage the fleet which dur- 
ing the production season will work at Wiwili, Muy Muy, Quilali and else- 
where. 


The peasants will send their products to market in cargo trucks. They pre- 
viously did so in carts, on mules and on their shoulders. 


It is estimated that they will transport 298,000 tons of cargo per year, 
creating an income of 152 million cordobas. Silva added that this enterprise 
will contribute 53 million cordobas to the national economy. 


VANPAC was seized in 1981 after it was confirmed that it was being decapital- 
ized by its owners, the fixed assets were deteriorating and the units did not 
have spare parts. 


The working conditions of the workers were poor and they had no social wel- 
fare benefits. Now, under the new administration, they will have medical 
treatment, a commissary and a dining hall, and their food is subsidized. 


In spite of the difficulties it has faced, in 1983 the enterprise hauled 
24,000 tons of cargo producing revenues of 12 million cordobas, that is, 33 
percent of what it had hauled in 1982. During the first 6 months of 1984, 

it moved 6,500 tons of cargo, exceeding the goals which had been set. During 
the last 6 months it is expected to carry 7,000 tons of various types of 
goods. 
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International Cargo 


Silva said that although VANPAC has only a small fleet of vehicles for inter- 
national cargo, it has had much influence on the Central American market, 
especially in Costa Rica and Panama. 


The enterprise has signed contracts to transport cargos with Cemento del 
Pacifico, Cemento del Valle and Atenciones Marinas c‘ osta Rica. For 
Cemento del Pacifico, it transports 3,000 tons of pli - from the Santa 
Rosa del Penon region. It is planned that in September end October the ex- 
port tonnage hauled will be increased to 7,000 tons. 


Since the enterprise does not have enough units to satisfy the entire Central 
American market, it uses the support of private transportation enterprises 
such as Cooperativos FALCO, Transportes VELOZ, Cooperativa Pancasan, 
Transportes Unidos and others who help carry the cargo to those countries. 


On the other hand, Silva said that the transportation imports and exports are 
dominated by Guatemala and Costa Rica because they have large fleets of trucks, 
and because of our shortage of equipment our country loses U.S. $40 to 50 
million yearly. 


Silva concluded by saying that the limitations which the enterprise faces are 
due to imperialist aggression, lack of foreign exchange and other factors 
which affect our country's progress. If these did not exist VANPAC could 
compete with the international transportation monopolies. 


9204 
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NICARAGUA 


BRAZILIAN TRUCKS TO ALLEVIATE HARVEST PROBLEMS 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 24 Aug 84 p 12 


[Text] Managua. In the next few days 488 vehicles for the transportation 
of passengers and cargo will arrive here as a part of the lines of credit ex- 
tended by Brazil and Bulgaria to Nicaragua. 


Government representatives announced here that the fleet of 98 buses from 
Brazil and Bdgaria cost more than U.S. $4.2 million. In addition 390 trucks 
to transport liquids and heavy cargo will also arrive. This will solve the 
cargo transportation problem which overwhelms the country. 


The 390 Mercedes Benz trucks from Brazil which cost U.S. $19.5 million, will 
solve the problem of transporting coffee, cotton, sugarcane and basic grains 
which during the next few months will be harvested almost simultaneously, and 
this makes their transportation to storage centers more difficult. 


In this way the harvests are assured in the areas suffering from counter- 
revolutionary aggressions where 80 percent of the coffee is grown. 


The buses wili ease the shortage of urban and rural transportation. 


At present there are 900 interdepartmental and urban buses in the country 
which are insufficient to meet the growing demands of the public. 


In Managua alone 105 buses transport about 600,000 persons per trip [sic]. 
The fare is one cordoba per person. (In Nicaragua there are two types of 
official exchanges--the preferential rate of 10 cordobas for U.S. $1 for 
priority imports and another of 28.5 cordobas per U.S. $1.) 


This means of collective transportation receives a subsidy of 118 million 
cordobas. In addition, official statistics indicate that U.S. $50 million 
are required yearly for the import of tires, spare parts and accessories for 
the maintenance of the buses. 
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PERU 


MORALES BERMUDEZ OPENS PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
Lima EL DIARIO DE MARKA in Spanish 27 Aug 84 p 5 


[Text] Francisco Morales Bermudez began his election campaign yester- 
day with a widely disseminated political message and program. The 
paper EL COMERCIO published and distributed them in a 28-page booklet. 


The start of his campaign has also cleared up another question mark: 
Whom will EL COMERCIO back. It was learned that 500,000 copies of the 
28-page booklet were printed up free of charge for the Front's candidate. 


EL COMERCIO's choice is not surprising. Its owners have a well-known 
predilection for authoritarian governments, such as those of Oscar 
Benavides and Manuel A. Odria, who were the fair-haired children of 
the dean of the national press when they served as chief executives. 


Trip to Tacna 


Concurrent with the publication of his message, Morales Bermudez 
took a trip to Tacna, in his own words "to be present at the celebration 
of another anniversary of my return to my country." 


Morales is actually preparing an address to the nation, which he 

plans to deliver on Wednesday 29 August, the ninth anniversary of the 
day that he rose up against, deposed and replaced Velasco as president, 
initiating the so-called "Second Phase." On that day he also earned 
himself the epithet "scoundrel" from the well-known historian Jorge 
Basacre, who is now deceased. 


Tacna was always one of Morales's favorite places. We can all remember 
his annual visits there during his administration to deliver stammering, 
totally contradictory speeches in a state of complete inebriation. 


The Front's Principles 
One of the fundamental ideas that the Front sets forth in its document 
is its complete support for the principle contained in Article 79 


of our constitution, which states that "Peru is a democratic and social, 
independent and sovereign republic based on labor." 
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This profession of faith in sovereignty and labor is odd when we 
recall what Morales Bermudez did during his term as president of the 
republic. 


How can we believe that Morales Bermudez believes in labor when he 
was the man who abolished stable jobs and sentenced 5,000 union leaders 
to unemployment because they directed the nationwide strike on 19 July? 


And how can he say that he believes in sovereignty when it was the 
Second Phase and he personally who in a speech in March 1976 did away 
with the policy of nonalignment and proclaimed Peru's support for the 
Inter-American System, that is to say, dependence on the United States? 


&743 
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PERU 


REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY HEAD DISCUSSES MILITARY ROLE 
Lima EL DIARIO DE MARKA in Spanish 30 Aug 84 pp 12-14 


[Interview with the president of the Revolutionary Socialist Party 
(PSR), retired Peruvian Army Gen Leonidas Rodriguez Figueroa, by 
Victor Alvarado; date and place not given] 


[Text] A native of Cuzco, he spent his childhood 

and adolescence in close contact with Quechua-speaking 
people and began his brilliant military career as 

a buck private. Retired Peruvian Army Gen Leonidas 
Rodriguez Figueroa was one of the group of army 
colonels who backed Gen Juan Velasco Alvarado on 

3 October 1968 and began a process of social change 
in Peru that had undeniable historical repercussions, 
which even those who at the time were opposed to the 
change now acknowledge. 


Now, as president of the PSR, he offers in this 
interview a courageous assessment of the political 
crossroads facing the country, examines in particular 
the controversial statements by the former chief of 

the Military Political Command of the Emergency Zone, 
Gen Adrian Huaman Centeno (which eventually led to 

his replacement by Army Col Wilfredo Mori), and stresses 
the need for an accord between APRA [American 
Revolutionary Popular Alliance] and United Left in 

a future government. 


EL DIARIO: Gen Leonidas Rodriguez, how did you take the removal of 
Gen Adrian Huaman from his post as chief of the Ayacucho Military 
Political Command and his replacement by Col Wilfredo Mori? 


Leonidas Rodriguez: The command's decisions are obeyed, not discussed. 
It must have had its reasons. I am quite sorry that General Huaman 
has left, but at the same time I wish Colonel Mori much success in 
discharging this important responsibility. 














Astonishment on the Right 


EL DIARIO: One of the first reactions to Gen Adrian Huaman's statements 
came from the owners of TV's channel 4, which in an editorial on 

their newscast of Monday the 27th expressed their "astonishment" at 

the views voiced by the chief of the Military Political Command of 

the Emergency Zone. Did his statements also "astonish" you? 


LR: They did not astonish me at all. Perhaps some people were 
astonished, because his statements contain just, historic and extremely 
important revelations, such as the abandonment in which Ayacucho 

and all of the Andean communities and towns in the central region are 
living; this is unquestionably the most depressed region in Peru, and 
the entire country admits it. A sincere military officer like 

Gen Adrian Huaman has highlighted this fact. 


EL DIARIO: What in General Huaman's statements do you consider most 
important? 


LR: I think that the country ought to listen carefully to what he has 
said. They offered him money to solve the area's development problems 
and they failed to keep their word, putting him in an awkward spot 
because he had made promises on the strength of the funding that the 
government had offered him. 


He has clearly stated that a violent crackdown is not going to 

solve the problems of subversion in the Andean region and that 
political and social action is needed .o eradicate the causes of 

the subversion. We must realize that the Ayacucho region must be 
developed and the living standards of the depressed communities 
raised. These are completely just demands, and he made them without 
at all renouncing his function in the military. 


General Huaman was never really given the political and military control 
that is needed to resolve Ayacucho's overall problems. For example, he 
was unable to remove immoral and lazy officials, who are to be found 
there and all over Peru. 


EL DIARIO: Are you confirming the idea, therefore, that the solution 
for the Ayacucho area is essentially political rather than military? 


LR: I fully share General Huaman's view that the underlying answer to 
this tragic situation is political, social and economic, that it 
necessarily entails a regional development program but also that 

the government must be completely willing to undertake one. 


EL DIARIO: How do you personally view the military facet of dealing 
with the problem? 


LR: Military action cannot go beyond the bounds of the constitution and 
our laws, in the understanding that the "Shining Path" or subversive 
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forces cannot be allowed to do whatever they please in those places. 
The government must establish law and order where it does not exist, 
but law and order cannot be divorced from what General Huaman rightly 
pointed out as a priority: regional development rather than a military 
solution. 


Misgovernment and Detrimental Violence 


EL DIARIO: Even though a political solution is still urgently needed, 
a military solution has been set in motion, with brutal excesses such 
as the bodies of 50 missing persons that were found in Pucayacu. 

How do you feel about this contradiction? 


LR: We have to be fair and look at things from both sides. Shining Path 
initiated the violence in this area. With its cruel violence it 

has not only killed peasants whom it claimed it was defending but has 
also destroyed important infrastructure that belonged to the entire 
Peruvian people. It has unleashed detrimental violence that the 

PSR, which I am honored to head, and United Left have constantly 
denounced, as has the entire country. 


The origin of this violence, of course, is the region's total aban- 
donment and the fact that its social problems are age-old, as General 
Huaman has pointed out. Moreover, the developments that have taken 
place since Popular Action and Belaunde have been in office have 
worsened the region's social problems. Poverty, unemployment, 
smuggling, immorality, crime, misgovernment, the abandonment of the 
peasant farmer communities and centralism have all worsened under 
Belaunde. 


It is this administration that has provided Shining Path with fertile 
soil for undertaking its armed actions. 


No to Government Violence 


EL DIARIO: This is your view of the violence by one side. How do 
you feel about the violence of the other side, as illustrated by the 
bodies at Pucayacu? 


LR: In all honesty I am against cracking down on this violence with 
the same sort of cruel violence. The State cannot sponsor violence. 
The State cannot respond to Shining Path's terrorism with State 
terrorism. Therefore, I do not approve of this form of violence, 
just as my party and United Left do not approve of it. 


EL DIARIO: Every time they have a chance, many administration politicians 
hurl accusations at the previous Armed Forces government, claiming 

that it was responsible for current social problems and the emergence 

of the Shining Path guerrillas. As a member of that government, do 

you think that it was in any way responsible? 











LR: That is the same old song that Belaunde and the leaders of Popular 
Action have been singing. Their inability to solve Peru's problems 
forces them to resort to this argument, which no upstanding Peruvian 
believes. Coincidentally, their charges apply only to Gen Juan 

Velasco Alvarado's government, not Morales Bermudez's. 


What they are saying is completely false. On the contrary, if this 
administration is doing anything, it is destroying what General 
Velasco's administration did, such as the agrarian reform and all of 
its accomplishments for the benefit of the people. 


Peace Under Velasco 


EL DIARIO: Another of the charges leveled at the general's government 
is that the Shining Path guerrillas were in their infancy at the time 
in the department of La Libertad. Is this true? 


LR: No guerrilla groups had formed or were forming at that time. 

In 1976 and 1977 we knew that Shining Path was trying to consolidate 
itself as a political organization. There was not a single show of 
guerrilla strength during General Velasco's administration. On the 
contrary, all Peru is aware of the fact that the country was completely 
pacified during that time. We even released the people who had been 
jailed by Belaunde's first government for having undertaken the 
guerrilla actions that everyone is familiar with. 


EL DIARIO: When the march for peace was announced recently, the 
government impulsively put Lima under military control. Do you think 
that the move was an attempt to set the Armed Forces at odds with the 
people or was it simply another element in the government's erratic 
policy? 


LR: I have no doubt that Belaunde was trying to set the Armed Forces 

at odds with the people. He obviously wanted to confront the people 

who were going to march and demand peace and justice. He wanted to 
prevent a huge demonstration of 400,000 or 500,000 people from 

calling attention to his misgovernment. Fortunately, the leaders of 

the demonstration had the good sense to avoid any confrontation with the 
Armed Forces. And fortunately too, the Armed Forces did not leave their 
barracks, and the police simply patrolled the city. 


I Do Not Believe That There Will Be a Coup 


EL DIARIO: Many political forecasters say that this misgovernment could 
lead to a military coup. Do you think that such an outcome is possible? 


LR: I don't think there is any immediate possibility of a coup, 
basically because the political spectrum is quite well defined. It 
consists of three forces: United Left, the Center as represented by 
APRA and the Right. No political party has been banned, and democratic 
fair play is being observed. I have no doubt that the commanders of 

the Armed Forces respect and will continue to respect the constitutional 
order and our democratic institutions. 
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Morales Is Many Things 


EL DIARIO: In the wake of the recent propaganda blitz by General 
Morales Bermudez, there is the impression that Morales Bermudez is 
offering himself as a political alternative and that if there were a 
coup, he would be the man that the coup-plotters would choose. Do you 
lend any credence to this theory? 


LR: I do not understand his intentions, nor did I in the past. 

He is a difficult man. No one knows what he wants, and I am sure that 
not even his closest colleagues know. In any event, my comrades in 
arms who are still on active duty know Morales Bermudez all too well 
to give in the temptation to stage a military coup for his benefit. 

I don't believe that at all. 


/ 
APRA-United Left Accord 


EL DIARIO: What would you add to the proposals that we have seen for 
extricating ourselves from the political dilemma into which Shining Path 
violence and State-sponsored terrorism have led us? 


LR: Our country is going through one of the most difficult times in 
its history, perhaps the most grave and the most dramatic. In the 
face of the bloodbaths in the Andean towns, the misgovernment, the 
policy of sell-out and the social insensitivity to our people's 
anguish that Belaunde and everyone in power are showing, I think that 
we Peruvians have to think about Peru's future seriously and with 
great determination to save our country from the catastrophe into 
which the current administration has led us. 


In the first place, I think that we have to enable this government to 
complete its term so that the democratic system is not interrupted. 
Secondly, we have to mobilize the people so that in the short time it 
has left thisaiministration does no further damage. Thirdly, I think 
that the leaders of the political parties that are the most committed 
to the people, such as the parties in United Left and APRA, should 
hammer out an accord to resolve the country's most burning problems 
by setting in motion, during the next administration, an emergency 
program in which we can all take part, particularly during the first 
few years, to get our nation out of its predicament. 


EL DIARIO: Would you care to add anything, General Rodriguez? 


LR: Yes, I want to mention the deep wound that has been inflicted on 
our people, on my party, with the brutal murder of Jesus Oropeza, one 
of the most uncorrupted, sincere and self-sacrificing young people I 
have ever met. We feel that it must not go unpunished. It has been 
proven that Oropeza was captured and murdered by the Civil Guard, 
which paradoxically was created to protect, not to destroy the lives 
of our citizens. 
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We believe that our institutions, such as our law enforcement bodies, 
ought to get rid of these elements, because they dishonor them. Moreover, 
we are seeing that an attempt is being made to cover up this crime. 

This has already become standard procedure for this regime, because 

many crimes have gone unresolved. Percovich bears the political 
responsibility for this murder and for many others that are public 
knowledge, and along with him, of course, the police high command, who 

on ethical grounds should have already resigned. As far as we are 
concerned, we will not rest until they have left their posts. 


8743 
CsO: 3348/561 





ST CHRISTOPER - NEVIS 


'SUCCESSFUL' SUGAR SEASON ENDS; UNION REQUESTS NOTED 
Union's Role 
Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 7 Jul 84 p 1 


[Text] According to a notice from the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corpora- 
tion, the sugar factory will stop accepting sugar cane from this year's crop 
at 6 p.m. today, Saturday 7 July. The notice means, in effect, that the 
1984 sugar crop ends today. 


The weekly figures published by the S.S.M.C. showed that, for the week ended 
last Sunday (1 July), the St Kitts sugar industry had produced 29,965.64 
tons of sugar from 286,964.06 tons of sugar cane. 


Production is expected to reach near to 31,000 tons of sugar by the end of 
the crop. 


The 1984 sugar crop started on Monday 30 January and has lasted 23 weeks. 
It is expected to harvest about 300,000 tons of sugar cane. 


The start of crop was preceded by negotiations between the National Agri- 
cultural Corporation, the S.S.M.C. and the St Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour 
Union. 


The non-money matters were agreed between the two sides but the negotiations 
broke down over wages and bonuses to be paid to the workers. 


On behalf of the sugar workers the Union requested:- 


12% wage increase 

5% end-of-crop bonus 

5% dull season bonus 

3% increase in Christmas bonus (from 7% to 102%) 


NACO/SSMC offered:- 
No wage “ncrease 
2% end-of-crop bonus 


2% dull season bonus 
No increase in Christmas bonus 
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In the end, the Labour Commissioner, the Minister of Labour and the Prime 
Minister, and the workers were offered:- 


2% wage increase 

3% end-of-crop bouns 

3-1/2% dull season bonus 

No increase in Christmas bonus 


The Union accepted the honuses figures but wrote to the Prime Minister. 

"Tt is not possible for us to accept a general wage increase of 2% in light 
of the hardships endured by the workers and the availability in the Special 
Wages Increase Fund, as pointed out by the Director of Audit in his Report 
for the year ended 31 December 1982." 


The St Kitts sugar industry has agreed quotas by which it is entitled to.:sell 
30,000 tons of sugar to Europe and the U.S.A. at an average price in excess 
of $250.00 per ton. (the world market price is about $110.00 per ton). 


The Dull Season starts tomorrow. Under an agreement between the Union and 
NACO/SSMC, sugar workers are entitled to a minimum of three (3) days’ work 
during the Dull Season. 


Report on Harvest 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 14 Jul 84 pl 


[Text ] 


The 1984 SUGAR ‘CROP which ended 
last Sunday 8th July, was ° 
described by a spokesman for the 
National Agricultural Corporation 
(NACO) as successful and trouble-free. 


Harvesting of this year's sugar 
crop got off to a very good start on 
Monday 30th January following a Nation- 
wide Broadcast on ZIZ Radio and TV by 
the Honourable Prime Minister 
Dr. Kennedy Simmonds. 


In his address to the Nation, 
Prime Minister Simmonds announced the 
day on which the harvesting of the crop 
would. begin and the payment to Sugar 
Workers of a Special Goat Water Bonus 
of $3/4 million made possible by a loan 
from TAIWAN, , 


It was reported that all the canes 
for this year's crop were harvested and 
that 30,954.09 tons of sugar were pro- 
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duced from 298,314.56 tons of cane. The 
records also show that the hours the 
St. Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corpora- 
tion (SSMC) was out of cane this crop 
were less than in recent years. 


For the past two years there was 
no agreement with the Labour Party's 
Union because the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Trades and Labour Union refused to 
accept the reasonable offers of the 
Corporations concerning wages. The 
Labour politicians who also pose as 
Trade Union Leaders, went the length 
and breadth of this country before the 
start of the 1983 and 1984 Sugar Crops 
encouraging sugar workers to stay at 
home. 


Several sugar workers have been 
quoted as saying that the absence and 
non-interference of the Labour Party 
Union in the actual reaping of the last 
two crops have resulted in peaceful 
and smooth-running harvesting. 


THE DEMOCRAT congratulates the 
cane-cutters and all sugar workers who 
worked hard and conscientiously to 
ensure that all the canes were reaped 
expeditiously; the Chief Executive of 
NACO, the Agricultural and Area Managers 
and all others who helped to make the 
1984 sugar crop the successful and 
trouble-free event it was. 





t is to be hoped that as it was 
the Honourable Prime Minister who went 
on Radio and Television for the past 
two years to announce the commencement 
of crop, that similar action will be 
taken in future. 


CSO: 3298/1107 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


REPORT ON THRONE SPEECH; GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY STRESSED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Aug 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


KINGSTOWN, Fri.,(Cana): 
ACCOUNTABILITY to Parliament 
and the people of St. Vincent and the 


Grenadines 1s the 


rimar 


objective of 


the James Mitchell administration, 
Governor General Sir Sydney Gun- 
Munro said here yesterday, as he deliv- 
ered the Throne Speech to declare open 
formally a new session of the third 


Parliament. 


Outlining the new Government's policies and 
programmes, Sir Sydney said ministers, depart- 


ments, statutory 


bodies and all 


programmes 


would be under constant review, with the inten- 
tion of asserting informed public opinion. 


' ‘We must set our 
house in order, if we are 
to regain self- 
confidence to the level 
which our political inde- 
pendence demands.” 
Sir Sydney told a 
cked chamber that 
overnment intended 
to set up a committee 
to examine proposed re- 
forms, a integ- 
rity legisletion for par- 
liamentarians and per- 
sons in responsible posi- 
tions in the adminis- 
tration, the decentral- 
isation of Government 
-and the establishment 
of autonomous Local 
Government, the 
strengthening of wom- 
en’s rights in the Con- 
stitution, the prescrip- 
tions of floor crossing 
by Members of Parlia- 
ment and the appoint- 


ment of an om- 
budsman. 
CSO: 3298/1090 


Sir Sydney painted a 
gloomy picture of the 
state of the country’s 
economy = inherited 
from the Labour Party 
administration of new 
Opposition Leader Mil- 
ton Cato. 


NEW FINANCING 
He said joint Interna- 


tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) World Bank mis- 


‘sion had recently diag- 


nosed the country’s re- 
vived sugar industry as 
the principal liability of 
Government, together 
with the growing 
operating deficits that 


persisted in some State , 
enterprises. 


He said the State- 
owned industry re- 
quired new financing 
each year, and had an- 
nual operating losses 
exceeding $4 million. 
While the value of sugar 
bought from the indus- 
try was also $4 million, 
the country still im- 
ported 50 per cent of its 
requirements. 

“In the. light of these 
problems, my Govern- 
ment has already 
sought a_ technical 
analysis of the indus- 
try, and intends to can- 
vass the views of the 
nation on the future of 
the industry,’’ Sir 
Sydney said. 


MORE PRESSURE 


He added that efforts 
would be made to make 
viable the arrowroot 
industry, which was 
faced with mounting 
—— to find mar- 
ets for its starch, be- 
cause of competition 
from other countries 
and the use of cheaper 
substitutes for the 
manufacture of com- 
puter paper. | 

Citing unemploy- 
ment as the country’s 
most serious problem, 
especially among the 
youth and women of all 


‘ages, Sir Sydney said it 


was expected that new 
investment would be 
attracted to help al- 
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leviate the situation. 

He said the invest- 
ment climate had been 
under severe depres- 
sion, influenced by the 
unprincipled taxation 
on gross income, a re- 
ference to the 1982 
three per cent gross 
turnover’ tax, but 
reiterated an NDP pro- 
mise to lift the tax. 

‘ Sir Sydney also an- 
nounced plans to revive 
the Income Tax Act, to 
ease the: burden on 
wage earners at all 
levels, and to remove 
personal income tax on 
incomes below $10,000. 

Sir Sydney said pri- 
vate enterprise would 
be encouraged and 
would be expected to 
lay a significant role 
in industrialisation and 
job creation, while Gov- 
ernment would concen- 
trate on management 
of the economy. 

Government, he said, 
would give the highest 
priority to land reform, 
which it considered to 
be the most important 
structural change in 
the country. 

“Helping people to 
own a productive piece 
of St. Vincent and The 
Grenadines is our best 
guarantee of stabili- 
ty,’ Sir Sydney said. 
‘‘Emphasis will be 
placed on establishing 
new crops and mar- 
keting.” 

















DATE FILMED 





